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For the Theological Repertory. 
PROVERBS, XIV. 9. 
“Fools make a mock at sin.” 


There is perhaps zo subject, of 
which persons in general, if we may 
judge from their conversation and 
conduct, entertain so incorrect and 
inadequate a conception,.as the one 
which the passage of scripture at 
the head of this essay suggests to 
our consideration. Look abroad 
over the face of the earth, survey 
some particular nation, or rather 
fix your eyes on some neighbor- 
hood with which you are familiarly 
acquainted, say the one in which you 
live; and tell me now, what is the 
exhibition that men make of their 
conceptions—their views and feel- 
ings in regard to ain? To begin 
with the more palpable appearan- 
ces, such as force themselves on 
the attention, and which we must 
shut our eyes not to behold: You 
see some who have thrown the 
reins over the neck of their lusts, 
and have given themselves up as 
bond-slaves to iniquity—who, by 
their profaneness openly provoli 
the anger, and madly dare the ven- 
geance of Heaven—who, by their 
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intemperance and sensuality, re- 
duce themselves to a level with the 
brutes around them which perish— 
who (to make use of the language 
of an Apostle,) glory in theirshame. 
Nowis it possible for us to mis- 
take respecting the ideas which 
such persons entertain in regard to 
|transgression? Must we not sup- 
| pose that sin in their estimation is 
‘the merest trifle ? 

Cast your eyes again over soci- 
ety, and view it under another as- 
pect: You see others, whose lives 
are not marked by any palpable 
deviations from the path of recti- 
'tude, who are unexceptionable in 
their demeanor, who are good citi- 
zens, kind parents, obedient chil- 
dren, disinterested friends and 
faithful servants, who have, how- 
ever, no special regard for reli- 
gion, and act not with a reference 
to the glory of God; who can neg- 
lect to do those things which God 
has enjoined, and indulge in those 
things which God has prohibited, 
without any compunctious visit- 
ings of conscience; who, if charged 
with transgression, would either 
altogether deny the allegation, or 
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extenuate their guilt; and if told of 
the punishment which awaits the 
incorrigible sinner, would then say 
you did the Almighty great injus- 
tice in asserting that he notices any 
but such horrid crimes as murder 


and adultery, and that he will pun- | 


ish with everlasting burnings the 
trifling faults of such frail and im- 
perfect, but well-disposed and res- 
pectable persons as they are. 
Now what more just and ade- 
quate conceptions of sin have these 
persons than those I have already 
described, of sin I mean, as a trans- 
gression of the holy law of that 
God, who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity; who will by no 
means clear the guilty; and who in 
his sacred word has declared—The 
soul that sinneth it shall die—the 
wicked shall be turned into hell 
with all the people that forget God. 
And here let me ask, do any of 
my readers belong to either of 
these classes? If not openly vicious 
in our lives, do not some of us daily 
live in known transgression; and 
when our consciences become a- 
larmed and speak to us in notes of 
remonstrance, which fill us with 
uneasiness, sometimes with ter- 
ror, attempt to extenuate our guilt, 
or banish serious impressions from 
our minds by encouraging the idea 
that our conduct is not very culpa- 
ble in the sight of Godyand that 
sin is of too trifling a nature to in- 
cur his frown, and expose us to his 
everlasting indignation? Is it not 
possible, nay is it not probable, that 
some, if not many, daily think and 
acton the principle, that what the 
ministers of the Gospel, what the 
Bible calls sin, is of comparatively 
trifling importance, and is not de- 
serving of such frequent mention, 
and such scrupulous avoidance, as 
religious persons give it. 
Addressing myself particularly 
to such persons, I put the question, 
Is sin of such little consequence as 
vou consider it? Is it the trifle you 
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imagine it to be? Pause before you 
make areply. It is possible your 
imaginations have imposed on you. 
Perhaps you have not given the 
subject that calm attention and 
deep investigation to which it is 
justly entitled. Perhaps you have 
never seen it in its nature and in 
its consequences as it stands re- 
vealed to us on the pages of Reve- 
lation and the history of the world. 
Is sin, 1 then ask again,is any sin 
atrifie? What is sin? It hasbeen 
defined by one who spake as he was 
moved by the Holy Ghost, “the 
transgression of the law.” Sin, I 
then assert, yes any sin, even that 
which in our estimation is the most 
insignificant, is rebellion against 
God. 

The Almighty has erected in the 
universe a moral kingdom. This 
kingdom, in its widely extended 
domains, embraces within its cir- 
cuit the rational beings that people 
our globe. By the Sovereign of the 
Universe, laws for our government 
have been promulgated both by the 


| voice of nature and in the book of 


Revelation. Disobedience to these 
laws, is rebellion against the mo- 
ral government of this and of all 
worlds And it is rebellion of the 
most daring species, and of the 
most awful character: for the spi- 
rit which génerates it, if permitted 
to spread and exert itself, and go 
to the full length of its tendency, 
would madly hurry a man to wage 
a war of extermination against the 


God of Heaven, attempt to scale 


the throne of the Almighty, and 
wrest from the hands of the great 
Jehovah himself the sceptre of 
universal domination. 

Say not, “This is too strong lan- 
guage, and unwarranted by the na- 
ture of the subject.”’ It is not too 
strong language. The statement 
I have made is true in all its extent 
and awfulness. For its truth I ap- 
peal to that which was spoken by 
an Holy Apostle, “He that offend- 


1827. FOOLS MAKE 4 MOOK AT SIN. 383 


eth in one point is guilty of all;” 
i. e, the disposition which would 
lead a man to the violation of one 
positive precept, would, if indulg- 
ed, carry him the whole length of 
trampling under his fect every 
command of the law-giver, and 
proudly casting off all allegiance 
to his Sovereign Governor. For 
the truth of the statement I have 
made, I appeal to facts which the 
book of Revelation disclose’ to us. 
What was the effect of sin on the 
fallen angels? It rendered them 
discontented with the allotment the 
Creator had assigned them, and 
led them to aspire to a higher point 
in the scale of beings than by na- 
ture they had been destined; to at- 
tempt to elevate their leader to an 
equality with their Maker; yea, to 
seat him on the throne of the Uni- 
verse. I say then, and the Word 
of God and facts bear me out in 
the assertion, that sin, every sin, 
has in its very nature the seeds of 
unlimited rebellion against God, 
and that its direct tendency is to 
introduce anarchy, confusion, and 
ultimate destruction, into that mo- 
ral kingdom which God has estab- 
lished over his intelligent creation. 

Is sin, I inquire again, a trifle? 
Is it a thing of comparatively little 
or no consequence? What has 
blighted, as with mildew, a world 
which was fair and beautiful, and 
which, as it came from the hand of 
its Creator, was pronounced to be 
very good?, What has turned a 
paradise into a region of wretched- 
nessand wo? Why was the world 
once deluged by a mighty flood, 
and its inhabitants suddenly swept 
into an untimely and watery grave! 
Why is the earth tossed to and fro 
by the dreadful earthquake open- 
ing wide its jaws and burying po- 
pulous cities within its mighty bo- 
som? Why is its surface covered 
with torrents of liquid fire deso- 
lating some of its most fertile and 
lovely portions? From whence 








have sprung those calamities al- 
most numberless which visit our 
globe; those various and complica- 
ted diseases which fasten and prey 
upon our species; those wars which 
preceded by terror, and accompa- 


nied by famine, have depopulated 


whole regions of country; and that 
death which every day and hour 
exullingly exhibits the trophies of 
its victories, and which has alrea- 
dy turned our world into one al- 
most universal charnel house? It 
is sin. It is this which has “bro’t 
death into our world, and all our 
wo.” 

Is sin, I still ask you,is sin atri- 
fle? In imagination, ascend with 
me for a moment into heaven.— 
What has thinned the ranks of the 
angelic hosts? Where are those 
beings who once encircled the 
throne of the Almighty, and hymn- 
ed his praises?) They sinned, and 
the thunderbolts of divine indigna- 
tion were let loose on their rebel- 
lious ranks, and discomfited them 
and drove them from heaven. In 
imagination, descend with me now, 
and follow them down into that 
dungeon of: wretchedness and wo 
which the justice of God erected 
for their everlasting dwelling place. 
What has kindled this lake of fire 
and brimstone, the smoke of which 
we see ascending up, and will as- 
cend up forever? Hark! what 
sounds are those that strike the 
ear? They are the clanking of the 
chain of a fallen angel—they are 
the shrieks of a damned spirit. 
What brought them to this abode 
of misery and despair? It was sin, 
it was rebellion against the right- 
eous and holy government of Jeho- 
vah. 

But if you would realize the full 
extent and awfulness of sin, go 
with me to the land of Judea, visit 
the neighborhood of the city of Je- 
rusalem, and ascend the Mount of 
Calvary. Who is that suspended 
between heaven and earth on the 
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accursed tree, his head crowned 
with thorns, his hands and feet riv- 
en with nails, his side pierced with 
a spear, and from whose parched 
lips has just been heard to escape 
the touching exclamation—* My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” and who hast just now 
cried with a loud voice, and yield- 
ed up the ghost? 
God. And why did he thus suffer? 
Why did he die this cruel, this 
shameful death ? 


“For us these pangs his soul assail, 
For us this death is borne; 

Our sins gave sharpness to the nail, 
And pointed every thorn.” 


How dreadful must that state be 
into which by the fall we have been 
plunged ! How awful a thing must 
that be which requires for its expi- 
ation so immense a sacrifice as the 
costly blood of the Son of God! 

“Could then,” to use the lan- 
guage of another, “could the evil 
nature and tendency of sin be ex- 
pressed; could this enemy of all 
righteousness be clothed with the 
energy of Omnipotence: all that is 
good, and all that is happy, would 
be chased away; and the world that 
once smiled under the beneficent 
hand of its Maker, would be leit 
bare of the last vestige of bliss. 
The same accursed foe that hurled 
the angels from the highest hea 
vens, that drove our first parents 
from Paradise, that deluged the 
world by a flood, that laid waste 
the cities of the plain, that has mul- 
tiplied his trophies in slaughtered 
thousands, that has given death its 
sting and the law its curse, that has 
crucified the Lord of Glory, would 
not stay his ruthless hand until he 
had rolled the volume of desola- 
tion over the empire of the Eter- 
nal, and enjoyed the malignant 
pleasure of brooding over the 
scenes Of the desolated universe.” 

If now you have followed me in 
the observations which I have been 
making, lam confident you must 
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FOOLS MAKE A MOCK AT SIN, 








APRIL, 


view the fact of your being the 
subjects of the moral government 
of Jehovah with deep and absorb- 
ing interest, and perhaps ip a much 
more important light than you have 
heretofore been accustomed to con- 
sider it. Our situation is not one 
which may with safety or inno- 
cence be looked upon with apathy, 
and perhaps never considered at 
all. No. ‘Phe relation which we 
sustain towards God as subjects of 
his moral kingdom, is of the most 
interesting character, and is big 
with consequence to ourselves and 
others; to the universe at large, of 
incalculable, of infinite importance. 
It cannot, therefore, be a matter of 
indifference, whether we give the 
subject our attentive consideration 
and allow it deeply to affect our 
hearts, and broadly and powerfully 
to influence our lives. Neither will 
God permit this to be the case. He 
is not the Being that some of 
the ancient philosophers imagined, 
who has retired to some distant 
part of unlimited space, and knows 
not, nor cares, whatis doing in the 
world he has made and filled with 
rational, moral, and accountable 
creatures. He is the constant, and 
by no means the unconcerned spec- 
tator of what is taking place in the 
Universe over which he presides 
with such magnificence and gran- 
deur. He is deeply interested in 
the conduct of our race, in our re- 
verence for his person and authori- 
ty, in our love of his character, in 
our allegiance to his government, 
and obedience to his laws. And in 
the Bible, which is an expression 
of his mind, which is the very 
transcript of his own views on 
those subjects which are confess- 
edly of the greatest and most last- 
ing importance to us, he universal- 
ly represents, and in an almost 
infinite variety of ways, and under 
every possible aspect, that sin, so 
awful as we have already seen if 
its character, and so destructive in 
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its tendency, is the greatest evil | 
that has been, or that possibly can | 
be introduced into the Universe. 

In view of this subject, how just | 
the declaration, how natural the. 
sentimentof the wise man: “Fools | 
make a mock at sin.” There is 
folly, and wickedness, and danger, 
in thinking lightly of the evil na- 
ture and tendency of sin. 

There is, I say, folly in indulging | 
in such erroneous conceptions of, 
that which has so direct a beariny, | 
so necessary a connection, and so: 
powerful an influence on our mo- | 
ral characters and condition in the_ 
sight of God, and our destiny in 
the future and eternal world. There 
is, I say, wickedness in viewing with 
indifference that which has been 
pronounced by God to be utterly 
odious and hateful in his sight, so | 
detestable that he cannot look upon 
it with the least degree of allow- 
ance or complacency. There is, 1 | 
say, danger in taking up and ,act-| 
ing on the assumption that ¢hat is | 
nota very heinous crime which | 
provokes the indignation of hea- | 
ven, which incurs the wrath of Al- | 
mighty God, and which, if unre- | 
pented of, will sink a man down in- | 
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Scripture. Assume that the judg- 
ment of God respecting it, is ac- 
cording to truth and IM, Sta 
ness. In particular, would I press 
upon you to cultivate proper im- 
pressions in regard to your own 
personal transgressions. Realize 
that every sin, however insignifi- 
cant, is abominable and hateful in 
the view of heaven; that it defaces 
the image of God and defiles the 
soul; that it excludes from the pre- 
sent favor and friendship of the Sa- 
viour, and in the future world from 
the bliss of heaven. Be deeply 
humbled on accountof your past in- 
numerable sins, and resolve that no 
sin shall hereafter have dominion 
over you. Make the perfect and 
spotless life of the Saviour your 
example. He did no sin; neither 
was guile found in his mouth. He 
was holy, and harmless, and unde- 
filed, and separated from sinners. 
Let the same mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus. Be ye 
pure, for he is pure; be ye holy, for 
he is holy. 

But how shall I describe the 
dreadful extent of the wickedness 
and the exquisiteness of the folly of 
those who boast of their freedom 
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to the tophet of everlasting des- 
truction. AndI utterly despair of 
the salvation of that person who 
lives and dies with such low and 
defective views of the evil nature 
of sin. Such erroneous ideas will, 


|| from the restraints which religion 
imposed on their passions, who 
follow all iniquity with greediness, 
who entice others to run the same 
mad career with themselves, who i 
laugh and jeer, and make a sport 


| 
indeed they must, give a decided || and pastime of other men’s sins. th 
tone to his whole moral character. |} This, indeed, says Bishop Hop. AK 
That also will be lamentably low || kins, is sport for devils; all whose ay 
and defective, destitute of that pu- || recreation and hellish solace is the Me 


rity and strength which the Bible || sins and wickedness of men. The 








requires, and which capacitates the || damnation of souls, is the sport of if 
soul for the society of angels and || hell, andthose who can rejoice in Be Alt! 
the holy inhabitants of the heaven- || their joy, deserve likewise to tig a) 
ly world. Let me urge upon you, || howl under their woes and tor. ant 
then, to entertain proper and ade- || ments. A thie 
quate conceptions of the evil of sin. “We justly condemn it as a most Wh 





barbarous and inhuman custom 
amongst the ancient Romans, who 
brought many selected pairs of mi- 
serable men into their public thea- 


View the subject in the light which 
eternity will shed upon it. See it, 
and put your estimate upon it ac-.) 
cording to the representation of | 
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tres only to delight the spectators 
with their blood and death. But 
this was an innocent recreation, in 
comparison of thine, who takest 
pleasure to see thy poor brother 
wounding and stabbing, yea, damn- 
ing his precious soul. 

“Go laugh at a wretched man 
upon the rack or upon the wheel; 
laugh at the distorted postures of 
epilepticks, or the convulsive mo- 
tions of dying and expiring men; 
sport thyself with their writhed 
looks and antic shapes of misery. 
This is far more civil, more hu- 
mane, more pious, than to make 
those sins thy mirth which will be 
thy brother’s eternal wo and an- 
guish. 

“What thinkest thou? Couldst 
thou look into hell, that place of 
torment; couldst thou see there all 
the engines of God’s justice and 
the Devil’s cruelty set on work in 
the eternal torture of those who 
once perhaps made light of their 
own sins, as thou dost of other 
men’s—wouldst thou think this a 
pleasant spectacle? Wouldst thou 
sport and divert thyself to see how 
they wallow in fire and brimstone, 
or how they circle and twist them- 
selves in unquenchable flames? 
Certainly, such a sight as this 
would affect thee with a cold hor- 
ror and a shivering dread. And 
how canst thou sport thyself, to see 
thy brother damning himself, since 
it would fright thee to see him 
damned ? 

“Believe it, sirs, the sins that 
now abound in the world, challenge 
our tears and pity. We ought to 
mourn and repent for those who 
do not, and will not repent for 
themselves. Certainly he that can 
entertain himself with mirth at 
these things, hath not only for- 
sworn his religion, but his hu- 
manity; and may, with more rea- 
son, make the miseries of poor dis- 
tracted people, chained up in bed- 
lam, to become his sport and pas- 


time.” 


ALTERATIONS IN THE LITURGY OF THE OHURCH. 











APRIL, 


! if there should be one such 
among my readers, would that he 
might realize the desperate wick- 
edness of his heart, the awful dan- 
ger of his situation, and the impi- 
ous folly of his conduct. 

Let him pause and reflect upon 
his doings, and what will be the 
fearful, the tremendous conse- 
quence, if he turn not from his 
wicked ways, and submit himself 
to the authority of that Being who 
has aright to rule ov@r him, and 
who, if he bow not in time, will 
crush him beneath the weight of 
his dread anger through all eter- 
nity ? 

“Turn ye, turn ye from your 
wicked ways. As I live, saith the 
Lord, have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that he 
turn from his wicked ways to him, 
and live. Wherefore turn ye: for 
why will ye die?” 


For the Theological Repertory. 
ON ALTERATIONS IN THE LITUR- 
GY OF THE CHURCH. 

The propositions for altering the 
directions which now govern the 
use of the daily Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer, for amending the of- 
fice for Confirmation, and for the 
insertion of a new rubric in the 
Communion Service, which have 
been submitted to the considera- 
tion of the members of the Church, 
by the late General Convention, it 
will be by all conceded, present to 
them matters for reflection of no 
ordinary importance. These pro- 
positions, I learn from the public 
prints, proceeded from the venera- 
ble House of Bishops, and by them 
were emphatically said to be una- 
nimously offered for the considera- 
tion of the other House of our Ec- 
clesiastical Legislature. Having 
passed the co-ordinate branch of 
government, they are now to be 
successively presented to the seve- 
ral State Conventions; and if ap- 
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proved by a majority of these in- 
dependent bodies, and sanctioned 
also by the next General Conven- 
tion, they will become finally es- 
tablished for the use of the Church, 
and made obligatory upon all her 
members. I do most sincerely 
venerate that body of learned and 
holy men, with whom these pro- 
posed amendments of our service 
have originated; and I am willing 
to allow, that the repeated and va- 
rious trials of this important ques- 
tion, which the wisdom of the 
Church had required, will appear 
to present obstacles sufficient for 
the repulsion of hasty and unwise 
changes in the existing order of 
things. It cannot, however, be 
amiss, that the alterations now pro- 
jected, be well understood by all 
for whose use they are designed. 
Publicly proposed, they are now 
the public property, and the pro- 
per subjects for public discussion. 
As an individual member of the 
Church, I have heard of them with 
the most intense interest.and anxi- 
ety; and the reflections upon them 
which have been excited in my 
own mind, I wish now to commu- 
nicate to others equally concerned 
in the result of their discussion. 
The honest expression of opinions 
not hastily formed, which any 
members of the Church may en- 
tertain of these important changes, 
should not be regarded in the 
light of unnecessary or arrogant 
controversy with the proper au- 
thorities of the Church; but as an 
undoubted prerogative and duty of 
all who are to be interested in their 
operation. 

Our Liturgy, abstaining from all 
unnecessary encomiums upon its 
value, must be regarded as a most 
important deposit, committed by 
the wisdom of purer ages and bet- 
ter men, to our hands. We have 
received itas a rich legacy from 
the piety of our fathers—we are 
to leave it, enhanced in value by 


>. 
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our experience of its worth, to 
those who may come afterus. In 
any attempt, therefore, to amend 
its character, or to alter the long 
continued use of its various parts, 
with which it has come down to 

s—we are acting not for our- 
selves only, but for generations 
which are yet unborn. And the fa- 
tal changes, which, to gratify the 
feelings of particular individuals, 
we may agree 10, may be made the 
subjects of sincere and pious re- 
gret to multitudes hereafter, when 
the means of restoring our “wor- 
ship in the beauty of holiness,” 
| Shall be placed beyond their reach. 
|The commencement of these chan- 
| ges will be found, I fear, like Solo- 
mon’s description of that strife 
| which is supposed to have consti- 

tuted their necessity, “as when one 
|letteth out water.” The prece- 
| dent once acknowledged, that in- 
dividual objections are to over- 
' throw the established usages of the 
Church, and alterations to an inde- 
‘finite extent are to be produced to 
gratify the desires of a few, and no 
limit can be assigned to its des- 
_tructive operation. The proposi- 
/ tions which have now been offer- 
ed to our consideration, present a 
subject of momentous consequence, 
_and should be most prayerfully and 





'maturely considered before they 
| are irrevocably sealed upon the 


Church. Regarding them in this 
point of view, I wish to state my 
reasons for opposition to any al- 
terations of the Liturgy at the pre- 
sent time; and my particular ob- 
jections to the changes which have 
been now proposed. 

1. I consider any changes of the 
Book of Common Prayer, at the 
present time, at the best unneces- 
sary. I do not mean to claim for 
this book the attribute of perfec- 
tion, either in its whole arrange- 
ment, or in any of its parts. There 
are unquestionably many defects to 
be discoyered in it of more or less 
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importance; and many portions 
which could be advantageously 
amended, if the time should ever ar- 
rive when the evils of partial al- 
terations, made in opposition to 
the wishes and feelings of a large 
portion, though a minority of the 
Church, should not be found far 
more than a counterbalance for 
any good which such amendments 
could secure. Through a period 
of two hundred and eighty years, 
the services of this book have been 
the vehicle of devout and fervent 
supplications to the throne of God, 
for multitudes of the ransomed 
followers of Christ. Compiled at 
first by those eminent confessors 
for the truth, who in the times of 
trial which attended the reforma- 
tion of the Church, stood forth as 
the defenders of its purity; and, 
cemented by. the sacred blood of 
martyrdom, it has proved an ark 
of safety amidst all the subse- 
quently conflicting’ storms of here- 
sy and schism. It is true, that in 
several periods subsequent to its 
compilation, ithas been, by com- 
mittees of learned men appointed 
for the purpose, revised, and in 
some cases altered and improved. 
But so trifling and unimportant, in 
most cases, have been these altera- 
tions, that in all its general fea- 
tures, our Liturgy, as it now stands, 
is the same which Cranmer and 
Ridley, with their venerated asso- 
ciates, prepared for the Church as 
the earliest production of the Re- 
formation; the same which these 
holy men, whose names are indeli- 
bly recorded in the universal reve- 
rence of the pious, and written be- 
yond a question inthe Lamb’s Book 
of Life, made their companion to 
the hour of their departure; and 
the value and utility of which they 
freely died to prove. . 
Since the year 1661 the English 
Liturgy has remained unaltered. 
Nor have I ever understood, that 
there has existed for these many 
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years, a disposition in that Church 
toengage in the work of imagina- 
ry improvements upon their long 
tried manual of devotion. Within 
the last half century, the Church 
of England has been yearly ap- 
proximating to the perfect stand- 
ard of her first reformation, both 
in the faithful preaching. and in the 
exemplary conduct of her minis- 
ters at the altar. But amidst all 
her manifest improvements, both 
in public and private character, no 
alterations in her order for public 
service have been projected or de- 
sired. Her members have suffi- 
ciently experienced, in former ages, 
the inevitable and irretrievable 
evils of “meddling with those who 
are given to change.” They are 
satisfied, that while the minor defi- 
ciencies of their Liturgy, do by no 
means interfere with the devout 
employment of its forms, by the 
pious of their Communion, they 
had far better be tolerated and for- 
gotten, than the hazardous alterna- 


_ tive of incalculable alterations even 
in the most important portions of 


their services, be selected. 

When these United States were 
separated from the parent country, 
the branch of the English Church, 
which had been here established 
by her benevolence, became from 
the same necessity equally inde- 
pendent. The vast changes which 
had been made in the political re- 
lations of the people, made some 
alterations in the regular forms of 
the Prayer Book, absolutely in- 
dispensable. The Convention, by 
which these alterations were made, 
undertook to go much fartherin the 
work of amendment than this poli- 
tical revolution required, The al- 
terations which they at first pro- 
posed, amounted toa very decided 
change in the character of the Li- 
turgy. But they also subsequently 
thought better of their first design, 
and became satisfied with some 
changes, certainly of less impor- 
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tance, butstillofa very momentous 
character—changes, which I am 
perfectly satisfied many considerate 
and pious members of the Church 
have united with me in lamenting. 
Since the final establishment of 
the Liturgy at that time, no pro- 
position for further alteration has 
been made; and, so far as I am 
informed, no desire for change has 
been entertained. Universal satis- 
faction in the regular order of ser- 
vice has been manifested in the 
Church; and neither the Clergy nor 
the Laity have been at any time | 
disposed to countenance innova- | 
tions upon the proper forms of) 
public worship. The design or the | 
expectation of alterations in these | 
forms, | presume to say, had been | 
formed or cherished by no indivi- | 
dual of character in the Church, | 
previous to the meeting of the 
Convention, which has made some | 
remarkable propositions to this | 
purpose; except, perhaps, the indi- | 
vidual with whom these proposi- 
tions originated. If the surprise 
with which I am iniormed the low- | 
er House of the Convention receiv- 
ed these propositions from the 
House of Bishops, bore any com- 
parison to the astonishment with 
which I first read the fact of their 
adoption—the effect was well cha- 
racterized by a gentleman of that 
body, who said thatthey came upon 
him like athunderclap. 

I would ask now, what is the 
pressing necessity for alterations 
in the Liturgy of the Church? 
From the Clergy, who are most in- 
terested in the maintenance of its 
integrity, I have heard no com- 
plaints of its troublesome charac- 
ter. I have found none who desire 
more license in the performance of 
the public services of religion than 
they now have. Universal appro- 
bation of its iorms—unlimited sub- 
mission to the spirit of its direc- 
tions; and an ardent thankfulness 
for the blessings which from its 


Von. VIII.......No. 9.—49. 
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regular use have been received, 
have been acknowledged by them 
in every section of the country. 

The Laity certainly desire no al- 
teration. The sacred forms which 
their fathers have for ages used, 
and the value of which their own 
experience has tested, are still 
bound upon the tablets of their 
hearts. In its present shape, with- 
out the alteration of a word, we 
have used our Prayer Book for near- 
ly forty years. We have proved its 
excellent adaptation to the purpo- 
ses of Christian worship. We have 
experienced its advantages, in 
building up ourselves and our 
children “in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” We desire 
no change in the Book, which in 
our infancy we were taughtto ven- 
erate and love, and around which, 
by expanding the more widely to 
our view its exhaustless charms, 
maturer years and judgment have 
entwined the more closely, our 
warmest affections, and secured the 
more unalterably in its behalf our 
cordial support. 

If there were general dissatis- 
faction in the Church with any of 
the provisions of the Liturgy—so 
general, and referring to matters of 
so much importance as to endan- 
ger the peace of the Church and 
the piety of her members; then I 
would allow that the subject of al- 
terations in its forms, however 
consecrated those forms might be 
by age, were a proper matter for 
ecclesiastical legislation. Though 
even then, only of legislation of the 
most deliberate and cautious cha- 
racter. But while the whole Church 
is satisfied with the Prayer Book 
as it is, and no obstacle has been 
found to be interpssed by any of 
its forms or rules, to the religious 
improvement, or religious peace 
of any individual within her pale, 
any alterations do appear to me to 
be premature and unnecessary. The 
source from whence the present 
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propositions have emanated, is 
certainly to be highly regarded. 
But 1 must say that I have not been 
led to think with a greater degree 
of reverence, of the wisdom and 
prudence of that exalted body of 
men, by the acts of the last General 
Convention. ‘“Whatsoever is new 
in religion,’ says Bishop Beve- 
ridge, “is at the best unnecessary. ’ 
It is particularly so, when that for 
which it is designed to be the sub- 
stitute, has been long and advanta- 
geously used, and been made the 
subjeci of no complaints. 

2. I consider any changes in the 
regular forms of the Liturgy not 
only unnecessary, but at the pre- 
sent time highly inexpfredient. Itis 
always inexpedient to hazard al- 
terations in that which has been 
found well to answer its proper 
purpose as itis. That such is the 
case with the Book of Common 
Prayer, will hardly be doubted. 
For the production of what ends, 
then, are alterations in its order 
designed? Is it expected that the 
unity and peace of the Church will 
be better secured by their opera- 
tion? It must first be shown, that 
this peace is now in danger of dis- 
turbance. I can see no reason to 
apprehend any such result. And 
I can by no means concede, that 
important changes would be war- 
ranted in the usages of the Church, 
by the mere suspicion, that a con- 
sequence so much to be depreca- 
ted, would be at some time, and in 
some way, yet undefined, produced. 
Neither can I allow, thatifthe peace 
ofthe church bein danger, arbitrary 
alterations in the Liturgy, in. egard 
for which all are agreed, will be the 
proper method of prevention The 
hearts of men must be renewed 
alike before perfect unanimity a- 
mong them can be expected. The 
repulsive quality in this case ex- 
ists not in the food, but in the mor- 
bid taste of him who receives it. 
Will they tend to the greater edifi- 








cation of pious individuals? From 
such I have heard no complaint of 
existing habits; and I can hardly 
be persuaded that those forms of 
sound words, by the instrumentali- 
ty of which, so many precious souls 
have been for ages trained “for the 
inheritance of the saints in light,” 
will now be found in their devout 
and proper use, insufficient for this 
importantend. Will they produce 
a greater uniformity in the per- 
formance of public worship, which 
is the ostensible motive of the pre- 
sent propositions? I know of no 
such necessity. I have by Divine 
Providence, been at different times 
a worshipper in six several states, 
and I have never heard the regu- 
lar daily service of the Church per- 
formed but in one method, the me- 
thod which its own rubrics enjoin. 
The morning service is but one, 
and I have never heard of its omis- 
sion in any Church. The commu- 
nion scrvice allows no deviation, 
nor have I ever seen the commu- 
nion administered but with its re- 
gular performance. There is now, 
then, an uni‘ormity of public wor- 
ship so remarkable, that place the 
well instructed Episcopalian where 
you may in an Episcopal Church, 
and he will hear nothing but that 
solemn service in which he has 
been accustomed from his child- 
hood to unite. This uniformity of 
worship is one of the peculiar fea- 
tures of beauty in the order of the 
Church; a feature which is by all 
her members too highly apprecia- 
ted to be violated without opposi- 
tion or remark. In my subsequent 
observations upon the particular 
changes which are now proposed, 
I think I shall be able to show, that 
so far from promoting uniformity 
of habit, their inevitable tendency 
will be to destroy the uniformity 
which is now so happily maintain- 
ed. If, then, there be no prospect 
that peace or unanimity to the 
Church at large, edification to her 














individual members, or greater 
uniformity in the regular perform- 
ance of her public worship, will be 
produced by any alterations of her 
Liturgy, I cannot but consider the 
hazardous attempt for its amend- 
ment altogether inexpedient. 

But if alterations were more evi- 
dently necessary, than they now 
appear to be, the present time is 
peculiarly inauspicious for their 
adoption. The very motive in 
which the proposed alterations are 
said to have originated, is, in my 
judgement, an insuperable argument 
against them We are informed 
that their object is to remove ob- 
jections which are now supposed to 
exist, against the performance of 
the service asit stands; to produce 
the desirable end of perfect uni- 
formity in public worship; and to 
heal some unhappy differences of 
opinion and habit, which have been || 
insensibly produced. I confess I}; 
cannot perceive the importance of 
these motives, for I know of no 
such inconformity to established 
customs, as is made the ground of |; 
complaint. Let it be conceded, 
however, that there are wide differ- 
ences of opinion among the mem- 
bers of the Church, and such too 
as affect the use of important por- 
tions of the Liturgy: and I say 
these very differences of opinion, 
prove the entire inexpediency of 
any present attempts at amend- 
ments. Now private opinions are 
yielded to established practice. 
The most ardent affections of all 
Episcopalians centre around the 
Liturgy, and are a sufficient gua- 
rantee for its security from indivi- 
dual mutilations. With whatever 
differences of private opinion, con- 
scientious men have long united, 
and do still cordially unite in its 
regular use. But while they are 
conscientious, there is no probabi- 
lity of their agreement in any im- 
portant alterations which may be 
proposed. ‘The deficiencies er er- 
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rors which they have severally dis- 
covered, and of which, if any alter- 
ations are made, they desire the 
correction, will be found scattered 
through the different portions of 
the book, and in some cases, di- 
rectly to conflict with those of 
which others may complain. If 
one change then is to be acceded 
to, for the accommodation of one 
portion of the Church, every other 
several class of her members has the 
same right to demand reciprocal 
concessions. The projected altera- 
tions, and many others, may per- 
haps be forced through the regu- 
larly constituted ordeals, by nume- 
rical strength. But they will be 
imposed upon alarge and a highly 
respectable minority of the Church, 
directly in defiance of their most 
enlightened judgments, their most 
anxious desires, and their most 
humble entreaties. This will be 
the case, let the designed amend- 
ments be what they may, and be 
proposed by whom they will. 

It may be said that it is legal and 
just, that the voice of the majority 
I acknowledge the 


_truth of the position. Butare there 


' 


/expedient? 


not things lawful, which are not 
And will this be expe- 
dient, to produce, by arbitrary and 


| violent measures, an extensive dis- 


satisfaction, where all would glad- 


ly agree to abide contentedly by 


the present state of things? The 


| Prayer Book is’ regarded by the 
' Churchman too much as his birth- 





right, his heir-loom, to be mutila- 
ted without his feeling a poignant 
and abiding sorrow for the change. 
And is it reasonable, is it equita- 
ble, to oblige him to leave it to his 
children, contrary to his own will, 
injured and defaced, when from the 
pious care of his fathers, he re- 
ceived it perfect and entire? 

In the present state of things, it 
would be totally impossible, I pre- 
sume, to make alterations in the 
service, with any degree of unani- 
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mity. Individuals now feel dis- 
posed guietly to acquiesce in the 
regular and established usage of 
the Church. However dissatisfied 
with particular portions of long 
continued habits, they are willing 
to submit their private feelings, 
and to unite in the devout and re- 
gular employment of the whole. 
But if the book be spread upon the 
table for dissection and improve- 
ment, the propositions of one indi- 
vidual are as worthy of attention 
as those which have proceeded 
from another; and who can tell 
where the plans for amendment 
shall stop, till the very form and 
substance of the Liturgy are anni- 
hilated, and the contending im- 
provers are left without a subject 
for dispute. 

But it may be said, that if we wait 
for perfect unanimity in the Church 
before we proceed to amendments 
of the Liturgy, we may wait for- 
ever in vain. I gladly answer—Be 
it so. We need, we desire no 
change. The Church has most 
wonderfully prospered under the 
Divine blessing with her present 
forms. Her children have long ré- 
joiced in their profitable use. And 
we can see no reason to fear, that 
her hour for dilapidation and ruin 
has arrived, unless these forms are 
amended and improved. If her 
members shall ever generally agree 
upon their revision, I, as an indi- 
vidual, must be willing to submit. 
But until this general agreement 
can be attained, all partial changes 
will be inexpedient and injurious. 
So far from removing present cau- 
ses of strife, if such are known to 
exist, they will but multiply and 
furnish, to an incalculable extent, 
new matter for contention. Differ- 
ences of opinion, which are now 
quietly sacrificed to public unity, 
willclaim their individual tributes 
of respect. Each will desire what 
some others cannot be persuaded 
to concede; and what are now the 
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innocent varyings of private judg- 
ment, will be inevitably converted 
into the acknowledged and indomi- 
table oppositions of acrimonious 
tempers and excited passions. 

But alterations in the Liturgy 
are farther inexpedient, because 
when once adopted, if found inju- 
rious in their operation, the fatal 
steps cannot be retraced. We have 


\long used this Liturgy as it now 


stands, and we are all well satisfied 
with its provisions. What its 
amendments may prove, how satis- 
factory, or how troublesome, the 
same experience can alone deter- 
mine. And then, however injuri- 
ous their tendency may be found, 
they are irrevocably fixed upon the 
Church. Private opinion cannot 
sanction deviations from that or- 
der, which the proper tribunal has 
established. And the same public 
body will hardly be persuaded to 
acknowledge, that they acted with 
an impetuosity of which they have 
subsequently become ashamed, and 


insisted upon changes against the 


wishes of a large portion of the 
Church, which general experience 
has proved to be inexpedient and 
irksome. Let this matter then be 
solemnly considered by all who are 
interested in the important result 
which may be produced. Let the 
members of the ecclesiastical bo- 
dies, who are to act upon this ques- 
tion, duly estimate the momentous 
consequences which may be de- 
duced from the decisions they 
make. Let nothing be hastily or 
incautiously done; but every opi- 
nion formed, and every act accom- 
plished, with a sincere dependance 
upon the guidance of that Holy 
Spirit who is to dwell in the Church 


“alway, even unto the end of the 


world.” 

Having now submitted my rea- 
sons for opposition to any altera- 
tions in the Book of Common Pray- 
er, I will state in the next number, 
with equal frankness, my particu- 
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lar objections to the propositions 

which have been now presented for 

the consideration of the Church. 
An Evangelical Churchman, 


For the Repertory. 
fHE NECESSITY AND SUFFICIEN- 
CY OF DIVINE AID. 
[Concluded from frage 345.] 

Having now considered the way 
in which Christ strengthens his 
disciples, we can proceed to the 
examination oi the second branch 
of our subject. This we have said 
is the tendency of mind produced 
by the derived strength, of which 
we have spoken. It would be al- 
most an endless task to point out 
the happy influence which Christ 
formed within the heart, the hope 
of glory, exercises over it. It is 
an influence which extends to eve- 
ry duty, relation, and act of life.— 
It fixes one impression upon the 
mighty and the weak, the exalted 
and the lowly. It gathers into one 
class, it comprehends in one great 
brotherhood, every rank and con- 
dition of society—the master and 
his slave; the monarch and the | 
poorest peasant in his kingdom. | 
We will therefore consider only | 
some of the circumstances of life 
in which it is most conspicuous. 
The first I would mention, is ad- 
versity in outward circumstances, 
in peculiar reference to which, the 
apostle made use of those remark- 
able words,—“I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith 
to be content; I know both how 
to be abased and I know how to! 
abound, every where and in all | 
things. I am instructed both to | 
be full and to be hungry, both to | 
abound and to suffer need. I can 
do all things through Christ that | 
strengtheneth me.” Thus the apos- 
tle teaches us that Christ can blunt 
the sting of adversity, tranquilize 
the feelings under the most har- 
rowing circumstances, and render 

















easy the unkindest allotments of 
life—that no pressure of want is 
insupportable to him whose every 
desire is satisfied in having peace 
with God—that he cannot be agi- 
tated by misfortune whose trea- 
sure and whose hopes are placed 
where the billows of misfortune 
can never reach; and that to the 
heart fixed on heaven, however 
boisterous its passage thither, all 
is peace and happiness within. 
The tranguillity of mind now spo- 
ken of, is as different in its charac- 
ter as it is in its origin, from that 
apathy in which men have some- 
times wrapped themselves and with 
philosophic pride bid defiance to 
misfortune. In the one case, there 
are such exalted views, such ele- 
vated hopes, such confidence in its 
plans, that the pains which can be 
but for a moment, fail to catch the 
attention, while in the other, the 
mind, long beaten by the storm, has 


| hardened into insensibility. The 


christian’s composure in adversity 


| is a placid resignation to the will of 


a God and father, by whom he is 
loved, and whom he loves, and who 
he knows would not afflict him but 
in wisdom and mercy; while the phi- 
losopher, concentrating the powers 
of his mind with a strength ga- 
thered from despair, is unagitated 
perhaps by any thing that befalls 
him, but in apparent equinimity 
endures all the misery of dissatis- 
faction and disgust. In circum- 
stances the very reverse of what 


' has been supposed, the christian’s 
help from on high, is equally mark- 


ed in its effects, and perhaps even 
more necessary. There is some- 
thing in the disappointment of our 
earthly hopes, which seems well 
calculated to point us to an object 
higher, less insidious. When we 
receive only pain, or but little plea- 
sure, from the objects around us, it 
seems natural to look beyond them 
for some source of enjoyment.— 
But in the midst of prosperity 
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when every thing flows smoothly 
with us, when our plans are accom- 
plished, our expectations answer- 
ed, our wishes gratified, when no 
disappointment disturbs our zest 
for happiness in what we see around 
us; it is then that we find it difh- 
cult, yea, almost impossible, in the 
enjoyment of His bounties, to re- 
member the beneficent Being who 
has bestowed them. Inthe profu- 
sion of earthly blessings, the affec- 
tions of the heart entwine them- 


selves around them, and, forgetful | 
of the giver, adore the gifts of his | 
But Christ enables his | 


kindness. 
followers, when riches increase, 
not to set their affections on them, 
but, remembering their author, to 
be filled with gratitude and love 
divine, proportioned to the distin- 
guished mercies with which hea- 
ven crowns them. The christian, 
far from being diverted by distinc- 
tions such as these, from the fear, 


love and reverence of his God, and 
from a deep sense of dependence 
upon his providence and grace, 
lookg upon them as standing re-| 
membrancers of his all-ruling pow- 


er and boundless goodness. The 
christian, far from grasping at 
wealth as means of self-indulgence, 
and of extending his influence and 
authority, and of magnifying him- 
self in society, receives its scarce- 
ly sought for increase but as an en- 
largement of his powers of benefi- 
cence, a demand of God (if the ex- 
pression be admissible) for an in- 
crease of effort in his cause, and an 
accumulation of his fearful respon- 
sibilities. And far from being puff- 
ed up with pride, and swelling with 
a sense of his own importance, and 
vainly counting up his pelf and es- 
timating its power and influence 
with such as bow where their in- 
terest dictates, he is overwhelmed 
with a sense of his unworthiness of 
such distinguished favours, and 
humbly and faithfully uses his mas- 


tep’s talents in his master’s service. 
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The difference (thus faintly repre- 
sented) between the mind influen- 
ced by Christ, in sustaining the 
trials of want, and the temptations 
of affluence, and the mind destitute 
of that influence, is such as extends 
itself to every situation and duty 
of life. In the more enlarged, or 
more restricted mental endow- 
ments, the same tempers are on 
either hand exhibited. So alse in 
the accumulation of honors and 
power. This, however, is entering 
on a detail which we have before 
said would be endless. Christ en- 
ables his followers to keep his 
commandments: he illuminates the 
understanding so that itis no long- 
er led astray by the illusions of the 
world; he reforms the heart, so 
that the indulgences of sense no 
longer delight it. The man in 
whose heart the love of God is 
shed abroad by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, can fulfil those great- 
est commandments which seem to 
comprehend within themselves ev- 
ery other commandment of God to 
man—“‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and 
soul, and mind, and strength; and 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” It is in the exercise of the 
affections to God here enjoined, 
that the heart becomes so far dead 
to the vanities, pomps, and _ plea- 
sures of life, as not to be conform- 
ed to the maxims, principles, and 
habits of the world. When every 
affection rises like holy incense to 
the throne of God, then the heart 
is pure and peaceful; then can it ex- 
ercise that benevolence towards all 
men so imperatively enjoined; then 
all that is diabolical in depraved, 
fallen, degraded man, is sanctified 
by the pure flame of divine love, 
and man is happy in virtue, happy 
in holiness, happy in communion 
with hisGod. My dear reader, is 
this happiness yours ? Have you 
learned, in whatever situation you 
are thrown, to be contented and 
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resigned, and humble, and to live 
at all times solely with reference 
to the glory of God? Are you 
willing to meet the scoffs, and 
taunts, and enmity of the world, 
rather than offend God; and are 
you resolved to spend yourself, 
and all that you possess, in his ser- 
vice? Is your heart supremely 
fixed upon God? Do you love him 
for his holiness, justice, and mer- 
cy? And do you possess fervent 
charity towards all men? Do you 
repent of your sins; and is your sor- 
row the result not of fear of pun- 
ishment, or of disappointment in 
your expectations of happiness in 
the course you have pursued, but 
of the love you bear that Being 
whom your sins have offended? 
And do you now, denying all un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, live |} 
soberly, righteously, and godly? 
God speed you, my reader, in the 
examination to which these solemn 
questions lead. 


For the Theological Repertory. 


FROM THE SKETCH BOOK OF MRS. 
PRUDENTIA HOMESPUN. 

“The winter had passed; the 
rains were over and gone; the time 
of the singing birds was come— 
for lo the spring returned, and the 
voice of the turtle was heard in our 
land’’—when Matilda Melville and 
her friend, Julia Townly, set out 
for an evening’s stroll. 

“T cry you mercy, Miss Matil- 
da,” said Julia; “but if you are for 
gaining the summit of that posi- 
tively Alpine height, I must e’en 
rest me here, until you shall have 
feasted your eyes and returned.” 
“That shall you not,’ replied her 
friend; “I am determined to have 
my revenge for the many marches 
and countermarches which you 
have been leading me all winter, 
over your paved streets, to the 
great annoyance of my poor rustic 
feet. So up and away, Miss Julia. 


Alpine height, indeed! Why, ’tis 
only a hillock.” 

Miss Townly, after a little per- 
suasion, suffered her friend to lead 
her forwards; and they soon gain- 
ed the brow of a commanding emi- 
nence. 

“That long blue line of light ma- 
rine vapour,” said Matilda, “ho- 
vers over the broad waters of the 
great Chesapeake—and look this 
way: There, very, very far to the 
West, if you are very, very far 
sighted, you may discern a simi- 
lar mist rising from the bosom of 
your own Potomac.” 

‘And in that direction,” said Ju- 
lia, “I suppose I might see 


‘All the views so striking and romantic 
“Of the Atlantic,”’ 








if they were visible. Ah, Mattie! 
Mattie! you did not bring me here 
!to convince me that the Chesa- 
peake and the Potomac might both 
be seen from this hill, only that 
they happen to be out of sight; it 
was to point out the snug mean 
looking building in yonder clump 
of oaks; to bid me remark whata 


Neat, tidy, round-headed looking 


thing it is; and then tell me it is the 
Methodist Meeting House, and 
that the fine, venerable, dilapida- 
ted, cavalier appearance of the ru- 
inous pile on the plain, marks the 
scite of the Parish Church.” 
“You do me less than justice, 
Julia,” replied Matilda seriously; 


|“I would be as unwilling as your- 


self to draw comparisons unfavor- 
able to the church to which we both 
belong; and why, my friend, did 
such an idea occur to you?” 
“Why? Why really,” returned 


| Julia, “I can’t exactly say—only 


that you seem to be so taken with 
the ranting and raving of these vul-. 
gar people.” 

“Then I have a miserable bad 
taste, Julia,” said Matilda, smi- 
ling; “but I do not love ranting and 
raving, even in the most refined, let 





be the vulgar.” 
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“Tf would rather,” cried Julia, 
without heeding her friend’s re- 
mark, “I would rather the state of 
our church were indeed typified by 
yon crumbling ruin, than to see it 
warmed into life by the fanatical 
spirit of Methodism.” 

“Be under no alarm, Julia,” said 
Matilda; “I will be guarantee that 
there shall be found a pail of wa- 
ter for every spark of fire; but you, 
Julia, if I mistake not, are for 
throwing onthe water before there 
is any kindling of flame. And now, 
my friend, let me own that I did 
bring you here for a particular 
purpose; that it is far different 
from the one which presents itself 
to your ready apprehension, let me 
at once assure you, by distinctly 
declaring, thatI am bound to our 
church by every sentiment of res- 
pect and affection; that I believe 
all the high privileges of the mest 
favoured christian sects, are to be 
found in it; and though it may not 
surpass all, it is certainly surpassed 
by none.” 

“Keep that in view, my friend,” 
said Julia; “and I will readily and 
attentively hear all you may please 
to say.” 

“T shall not need that you re- 
mind me to do so,” replied Matil- 
da, “and now let me make to you 
the communications which you 
will think I am thus tedious in in- 
troducing. First, let me say that 
my notion—I fear you will call it 
such—was suggested by your at- 
tendant, (you will not have her call- 
ed your servant,) Sally Egerton.” 

“Poor Sally,” interrupted Julia, 
“has experienced great trials and 
sad reverses, and though she is un- 
fortunately a Methodist - 





“Your kindness to the poor girl 
would make me love you, Julia,” 
interrupted Matilda, “even if it 
were the only good I knew of you; 
but to her being a Methodist, let 
me tell you, she is indebted for the 
very balm of her sorrows,” 








“Oh, Matilda! is this being true 
to your church ?” 

“Be quiet, my friend! you shall 
have no cause tocomplain. It was 
not the least of Sally’s misfortunes 
that she possessed a great turn for 
the romantic, and in her gayer day 
had stored her memory with all 
the songs and ballads in vogue 
among the set with whom she as- 
sociated. It is needless to speak 
to you of the influence of the‘ Hum 
ofan old Tune’—it sounds like the 
voice of the days that are gone. 
Sally, and thousands similarly situ- 
ated, find in their hymn books 
words adapted to them; and while 
they assist the memory in retain- 
ing the lines, they soften and sooth 
the heart; disposing it to that love 
and confidence in the Saviour, 
which they were primarily intend- 
ed to confer on far different objects. 
If it be objected, that these tunes, 
having been used for worldly pur- 
poses, are rendered unfit vehicles 
of prayer and praise, I say no. I 
would turn Satan’s arms against 
himself; I would borrow them as 
the people of God did the jewels of 
silver and jewels of gold; and I 
would thus once more spoil the 
Eyptians. I have been an unheed- 
ed observerof poor Sally, when a 
recollection of her departed friends 
and chanyed fortunes seemed near- 
ly to overcome her, and have seen 
her lulled into a calm and appa- 
rently blissful resignation, by sing- 
ing to a popular old tune, such 
words as the following: 

“When blest with a sense of his love, 

A palace a toy would appear, 

And prisons would palaces prove, 

If Jesus would dwell with me there.” 

“Do you not think, Matilda,” 
said her friend, “that this is ma- 
king too familiar with the sub- 
ject.” 

“No, Julia, I do not so think. I 
would ever remember, that though 
the friend and Saviour of sinners, 
he is also “God over all, blessed 
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forever;’? and I would wish to ap- 
proach him with all the reverence 
resulting from that awtul idea of 
him. But, my friend, He took on 
him our nature, that we might 
know him; that we might love 
him; that we might call on him in 
every time of need; that we might 
feel we are as near to him now, as 
he was to blind Bartimeus, when 
he cried “Jesus, thou son of Da- 
vid, have mercy on me.” Ohé4 ’tis 
a delightiul, a soul-lifting idea, to 
those who would truly consider 
themselves his followers—his chil- 
dren. Now, Julia, I wouid not that 
the girls of any denomination have 
advantage over us in this particu- 
lar; and here in this very spot, when 
some of the delightful airs with 
which your delightful voice has 
made me in love, have insensibly 
risen on my memory, I have wish- 
ed that | could make them (calcu- 
lated as they are to interest the 
feelings) subservient to the wor- 
ship of Him, who alone is worthy 
to be loved and praised.” 

“And my friend,” said Julia, 
“has undertaken to supply this de- 
ficiency by adapting some of her 
christian words to my heathen 
tunes—has written them off in her 
little crow-quill hand. I thought 
as much, and here they are. Let 
me see. ‘The first on the list will 
go to “Love’s Young Dream,” and 
the second to Mary’s Dream, and 
the third to Rousseau’s Dream. 
Why here are the whole family of 
dreams.”’ 

“Yes, Julia, their subjects were 
dreams indeed ! My words have 
this advantage over them at least: 
They treat of the most solemn, the 
most interesting realities; and if, 
in this humble attempt, I succeed 
in fixing the attention of one indi- 
vidual—if, by any-means, they may 
win their way to one heart, I shall 
have reason to hope, it was good 
for me to have been here.” 


Vot. VIII....No. 9.50 











BAPTISM IN RUSSIA. 
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BAPTISM IN RUSSIA. 


Dr. Henderson in his Biblical 
researches and travels in Russia, 
gives the following information on 
the subject of Russian Baptism. 

A little below the road leading 
down to the low town from the Pet- 
cherspoi division, the attention of 
the traveller is attracted by a fine 
monument, raised by order of his 
Imperial Majesty over the Kresht- 
shaitk, or fountain, in which the 
children of Vladimer, the great, 
were baptised in the year 989. It 
consists of an obelisk of stone, 
about a hundred and fifty feet in 
height, terminating at the top ina 
globe and cross, and at the foot, 
close to the pedestal on which it 
rests, is a wooden crucifix, with 
the inscription, Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews, in Heb. Greek, 
and Latin. It was near this spot 
that the general baptism of the 
Russians took place the same year. 
On the preceding day, the idols had 
either been broken in pieces, or 
burnt, and Perun, chief of the 
gods, a huge monstrous piece of 
wood, with a head of massive 
silver, and a beard of gold, had 
been tied to the tail of a horse, and 
drawn to one of the highest preci- 
pices, whence it was thrown into 
the Dneiper. Whatever violence 
was thus offered to the objects of 
idolatrous worship—it doesnot ap- 
pear there were any coercive mea- 
sures to the baptism; they flocked 
in crowds to the margin of the Dnei- 
per, to which Vladimer and the 
Greek priests repaired in solemn 
procession, and on a sign being 
given, the whole multitude plunged 
into the river, the adults standing 
up to the neck and breast in the 
water, while such as had infants 
supported them above in their 
arms. Of the mode in which the 
rite was administered, whether by 
immersion or pouring, history is 
silent, but it isnot improbable that 
they baptized themselves, (i. e.) 
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they plunged their heads into the 
water. 

It is a fact, which I believe is lit- 
tle known, that in the Greek church 
both forms obtain, and although 
immersion be the more common, 
yet when the parents desire it may 
be done by pouring, their request 
is complied with. In little Russia, 
this mode is more common of 
the two. The Slavonic word ‘Kres- 
tit,’ to baptize, has no reference 
whatever to the application of wa- 
ter, but is derived from ‘Krest,’ 
(cross,) and like our English ‘cris- 
ten’ signifies to mark with the sign 
of the cross, according to this, its 
strict etymological signification; 
John the Baptist is properly called 
Joann Krestitel, in the Slavonic 
version, as we may be assured this 
sign formed no accompaniment of 
the rite from which he derived his 
designation, however common it be 
to furnish him with the banner of 
the cross, as a badge of distinction, 
in the representations given of him 
in paintings. It is’ related by the 
historian, that Vladimer was so 
overjoyed at the sight of the pub- 
lic profession made of Christianity 
by his subjects, as the national re- 
ligion, that he lifted up his eves to 
heaven, and pronounced the follow- 
ing prayer, ‘Creator of heaven and 
earth, bless these thy new-born 
babes! Grant that they may know 
Thee, the true God. Confirm in 
them the right faith, and be my 
help in evil temptations, that I may 
worthily glorify thy holy name.’ 


DEATH OF JOHN HUSS. 


“Dr. Huss heard his sentence, 
without the least emotion. He 
kneeled down, with his eyes lifted 
toward Heaven, and said, with all 
the spirit of primitive martyrdom, 
‘May thy infinite mercy, O my 
God, pardon this injustice of my 
enemies. Thou knowest the In- 
justice of my accusations, how de- 


formed with crimes I have been 








represented; how IY have been op- 
pressed by worthless witnesses and 
an unjust condemnation. Yet, O 
my God, let the mercy of thine, 
which no tongue can express, pre- 
vail with thee not to avenge my 
wrongs.’ The Bishops, appointed 
by the Council, stript him of his 
priestly garments, degraded him, 
and put a mitre of paper upon his 
head, on which devils were paint- 
ed, with this inscription, ‘A ring- 
leader of heretics.’ Our heroic 
martyr received this mock-mitre 
with a gallant air of unconcern, 
that seemed to give him dignity, 
instead of disgrace. A serenity, a 
joy, a composure, appeared in his 
looks, which indicated that his soul 
had cut off many stages of tedious 
journey in her way to the point of 
eternal joy and peace. The Bi- 
shops delivered Huss to the Em- 
peror, who put him into the hands 
of the duke of Bavaria. His books 
were burnt at the gate of the church 
and he was led to the suburbs to be 
burnt alive. When he came to the 
place of execution, he fell on his 
knees, sang portions of psalms, 
looked steadfastly towards Heav- 
en, and repeated these words:— 
‘Into thy hands, O Lord, do I com- 
mit my spirit; thou hast redeemed 
me, O most good and faithful God.’ 
When the chain was put about him 
at the stake, he said with a smi- 
ling countenance, ‘My Lord Jesus 
Christ was bound with an harder 
chain than this, for my sake; and 
why should I be ashamed of this 
old rusty one?? When the faggots 
were piled up to his very neck, the 
duke of Bavaria was officious e- 
nough to desiré him to abjure.— 
‘No,’ said Huss, ‘1 never preached 
any doctrine of an evil tendency; 
and what I taught with my lips, I 
now seal with my blood.’ He said 
to the executioner, ‘Are you going 
to burn a goose?* Inone century, 


* Huss in the Bohemian tongue, signi- 


| fies a goose. 
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you will have a swan, whom you 
can neither roast nor boil.’ If he 
was prophetic, he must have meant 
Luther, who had a swan for his 
arms. The flames were then ap- 
plied to the faggots; when the mar- 
tyr sang an hymn, with so loud and 
cheerful a voice, that he was heard 
through all the craclings of the 
combustibles and the noise of the 
multitude. At last, his voice was 
cut short, and he was consumed 
The duke of Bavaria ordered the 
executioner to throw al! the mar- 
tyr’s clothes into the flames: after 
which, his ashes were carefully col- 
lected, and cast into the Rhine.” 





From the Christian Watchman. 
MISSTATEMENT EXPOSED. 


Trext.—“But Trinitarianism hasa still 
more positive influence in shutting the 
mind against improving views from the 
universe. It tends to throw gloom over 
God’s works.” —[ Channing’s Sermon, p. 
31, 

ItLustratrion.—‘After this,” (a 
lively sense of the beauty and glo- 
ry of Christ) “after this, my sense 
of divine things gradually increas- 
ed, and became more and more 
lively, and had more of that inward 
sweetness. The appearance of e- 
very thing was altered; there seem- 
ed to be, as it were, a calm, sweet 
cast, or appearance of divine glory, 
in almost every thing. God’s ex- 
cellency, his wisdom, his purity 
and love, seemed to appear in every 
thing; in the sun, moon, and stars; 
in the clouds and blue sky; in the 
grass, flowers, trees; in the water 
and all nature; which used greatly 
to fix my mind. I often used to sit 
and view the moon for a long time; 
and so in the day-time, spent much 
time in viewing the clouds and sky, 
to behold the sweet glory of God 
in these things; in the mean time 
singing forth, with a low voice, 
my contemplations of my Creator 
and Redeemer. And scarce any 





MISSTATEMENT EXPOSED.—FAMILY PRAYER. 
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thing among all the works of na- 
ture, was so sweet to me as thun- 
der and lightning: formerly no- 
thing had been so terrible to me. 
I used to be a person uncommonly 
terrified with thunder, and it used 
to strike me with terror when I saw 
a thunderstorm rising. But now, 
on the contrary, it rejoiced me. I 
felt God at the first appearance of 
a thunderstorm;.and used to take 
the opportunity, at such times, to 
fix myself to view the clouds, and 
see the lightnings play, and hear 
the majestic and awful voice of 
God’s thunder, which oftentimes 
was exceedingly entertaining, iead- 
ing me to sweet contemplations of 
my great and glorious God; and 
while I viewed, used to spend my 
time, as it always seemed natural 
to me, to sing or chant forth my 
meditations; to speak my thoughts 
in soliloquies, and speak witha 
singing voice.” —{ Life of President 
Edwards, pp. 28, 29. Northamp- 
ton edition, 1804. 
A ConsranT READER. 





ed 


FAMILY PRAYER. 


A pious tradesman, conversing 
with a minister on family worship, 
related the following instructive 
circumstance respecting himself, 

“When I first began business for 
myself, I was determined, through 
grace, to be particularly conscien- 
tious with respect to family prayer. 
Accordingly, I persevered for ma- 
ny years in the delightful practice 
of domestic worship. Morning and 
evening every individual of my 
family was ordered always to be 
present: nor would I allow my ap- 
prentices to be absent on any ac- 
count. Ina few years the advan- 
tages of these engagements appear- 
ed manifestly conspicuous :—the 
blessings of the upper and the ne- 
ther springs followed me; health 
and happiness attended my family, 
and prosperity my business. At 
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length, such was my rapid increase 
in trade, and the necessity of de- 
voting every possible moment to 
my customers, that I began to 
think whether family prayer did 
not occupy too much of our time 
in the morning. —Pious scruples 
arose respecting my intentions of 
relinquishing this part of my duty; 
but atlength, worldly interest pre- 
vailed so far, as to induce me to 
excuse the attendance of my ap- 
prentices, and not long after, it) 
was deemed advisable for the more | 
eager prosecution of our business, | 
to make the prayer with my wife | 
when we arose in the morning, | 
suffice fortheday. Notwithstand- 
ing the repeated checks of con- 
science that followed this base | 
omission, the calls of a flourishing | 
concern, and the prospect of an| 
increasing family, appeared so| 
imperious and commanding, that | 
I found an easy excuse for this | 
fatal evil, especially as I did not) 
omit prayer altogether. My con. 
science was now ‘almost seared 
with a hot iron; when it pleased 
the Lord to awaken me by a singu- 
lar providence. 

“One day I received a letter 
from a young man who had form- 
erly been my apprentice, previous 
to my omitting family prayer. 
Not doubting but I continued do- 
mestic worship, his letter was 
chiefly on that subject; it was 
couched in the most affectionate 
and respectful terms: but judge 
of my surprise and confusion, when 
I read these words:—*Oh, my 
dear master, never, never, shall I 
be able sufficiently to thank you 
for the precious privilege with 
which you indulged me in your 
family devotions: Oh, sir, eternity 
will be too short to praise my God 
for what I learnt there. It was 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


there that I first beheld my lost 
and wretched state as a sinner; it 
was there that I first knew the 
way of salvation; and there that I 











SURPRISE IN DEATH. 
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first experienced the preciousness 
of ‘Christ, in me the hope of glo- 
ry.’ Oh, sir, permit me to say, 
never, never, neglect those pre- 
cious engagements; you have yet a 
family and more apprentices: may 
your house be the birth-place of 
their souls ”” I could read no fur- 
ther: every line flashed condemna- 
tion in my face—I trembled—I 
shuddered—I was alarmed at the 
blood of my children and appren- 
tices, that I apprehended was soon 
to be demanded at my soul-mur- 
dering hands ! 

“Filled with confusion, and bath- 
ed in tears, I fled for refuge in se- 
cret—I spread the letter before 
God.—I agonized, and—but you 
can better conceive, than I can 
describe my feelings; suffice it to 
say, that light broke in upon my 
disconsolate soul, a sense of blood- 
bought pardon was obtained, &c. 
I immediately flew to my family, 
presented them before the Lord, 
and from that day to the present, I 
have been faithful, and am deter- 
mined, through grace, that when- 
ever business becomes too large to 
permit family prayer, I will give 
up the superfluous part of my busi- 
ness, and retain my devotion: bet- 
ter to lose a few shillings, than be- 
come the deliberate: murderer of 
my family, and the instrument “ 
ruin to my own soul,” 

[Christian Advocate. 


SURPRISE IN DEATH. 


‘We are all borderers upon the 
river of death, which conveys us 
into the eternal world, and we 
should be ever waiting the call of 
our Lord, that we may launch 
away, with joy, to the regions of 
immortality; but thoughtless crea- 
tures that we are, we are perpetu- 
ally wandering far up into the fields 
of sense and time, we are gathering 
the gay and fading flowers that 
grow there, and filling our laps 








with them as a fair treasure, or 
making garlands for ambition to 
crown our brows, till one and an- 
other of us is called off on a sud- 
den and hurried away from this 
mortal coast: those of us, who 
survive, are surprised a little; we 
stand gazing, we follow our depart- 
ing friends, with a weeping eye, 
for a minute or two, and then we 
fall to our amusements again, and 
grow busy, as before, in gathering 
the flowers of time and sense. O 
how fond we are to enrich our- 
selves with these perishing trifles, 
and adorn our heads with honours 
and withering vanities; never think- 
ing which of us may receive the 
next summons to leave all behind 
us, and stand before God! but 
each presumes, “it will not be 
sent to me.” We trifle with God, 
and things eternal, or utterly forget 
them, while our hands and our 
hearts are thus deeply engaged in 
the pursuit of our earthly delights; 
all our powers of thought and ac- 
tion are intensely busied amongst 
the dreams of this life, while we 
are asleep to God, because we 
vainly imagine he will not call us 
yet.” 

“There are some beautiful ver- 
ses, Which I have read perhaps thir- 
ty years ago, wherein the ingenious 
author describes the different sta- 
ges of human life, under the image 
of a fair prospect, or landscape, 
and death is placed, by mistaken 
mortals, afar off beyond themall. 

“Since the lines return now upon 
my remembrance, I will repeat 
them here with some small alter- 
ation. They are as follow: 


“Life and the scenes that round it rise, 
Share in the same uncertainties. 
Yet still we hug ourselves with vain pre- 
sage, 
Of future days, serene and long, 
Of pleasures fresh, and ever strong, 
An active youth, and slow declining age. 


“Like a fair prospect still we make 








Things future pleasing forms to take: | 
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First, verdant meads arise, and flowry 
fields; 
Cool groves, and shady copses here, 
There brooks, and winding streams 
appear, 
While change of objects still new pleas- 
ures yields. 


‘Farther fine castles court the eye, 
There wealth and honours we espy: 
Beyond, a huddled mixture fills the 

stage, 
Till the remoter distance shrouds 
The plains with hills, those hiils with 
clouds, 
There we place death behind old shiv’r- 
ing age. 


“When death, alas! perhaps too nigh, 
In the next hedge doth skulking lie, 
There plants his engines, thence lets fly 

his dart; 
Which, while we ramble without fear, 
Will stop us in our full career, 
And fore~ us from our airy dreams to 
part.” [ Watts’ Works, Vol, I. 


—— 
POETRY. 


For the Theological Repertory. 

I. cHAP. 48 vy. 8. JOHN. 
——“When thou wast under the Fig Tree 
I saw Thee.’’ 

1, 
When in the silent shade I kneel 
In secret prayer, 
Oh! give my inmost soul to feel 
That Thou art there : 
Whene’er [ raise the note of praise, 
With thankful heart to Thee, 
Deign Thou to hear my humble lays 
Beneath the Tree. 
2. 
Oh! give to me the grateful meed, 
To feel the while 
As felt that Israelite indeed, 
Who knew no guile : 
When first he heard the gracious word 
Which did the King declare, 
When thou wast underneath the tree 
I heard thy prayer; 
And saw thee give thyself to me, 
For I wasthere, _ 
3. 
*Tis then to Thee, with calm delight, 
We lift the song, 
When Love is warm, and Hope is 
bright, 
And Faith is strong : 
Oh! these are hours, when Eden’s 
bowers 
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Bloom sweet for man again; 

The Angel drops the flaming sword, 
The Foe is slain, 

And soft comes down the Gospel word, 
‘Possess the plain.” 


For the Theological Repertory. 
CHAP, XXI. ST. JOHN- 


The sun was rising o’er that sea 
On which the Saviour King had trod; 
And on the hills of Galilee, 
The morning mists were spread abroad. 
The well beloved—the chosen train, 
For whom were golden thrones ar- 
ray’d, 
Had donn’d the fisher’s coat again, 
And meekly plied their humble trade. 


Vainly they toiled the live-long night 
Their scant subsistence to procure; 
When lo! as dawned the morning light, 
A Stranger Form stood on the shore. 


REVIEW OF THE BOOK OF NATURE. 


APRIL, 


The gentle mien, tlie loving call, 

The mighty presence soon declare : 
It was—it was the Lordof All— 

The great 1 AM had met them there. 


While round the ready feast they stood, 
Their every breath was love and praise; 
And all untasted was their food, 
As on their risen Lord they gaze. 
But he who had denied his name, 
Convulsed with grief and shame was he, 
| When thrice the loving question came— 
_Thou ‘Son of Jonas! lovest thou me ** 


Oh! that my heart like his may melt, 
Whene’er [ my Lord deny, 

And may I feel as Peter felt, 
And may f still like him reply— 

‘Oh! thou to whom all hearts are known, 
My inmost thoughts thou well canst see, 

And ’tis my balm, my joy, my crown, 
To feel Thou knowest that I love 

Thee.’ 











Aeview. 


Hor the Repertory. 


THE BOOK OF NATURE. 


By John Mason Good, M.D. &c. 2 vols. 
8vo. Wells & Lilly: Boston. 


This work supplies a most egre- 
gious vacancy in our philosophical 
writings, and is imbued witha spi- 
rit which has hitherto been seldom 
manifest in such kind of discus- 
sions. 

Philosophical writers, in regard 
to the moral and religious cha- 
racter of their inquiries, may be 
classed under three divisions :— 
the first, embracing those who 
have had no regard to the religious 
and moral influence and tendency 
of their speculations—the secod 
taking in the infidel philosophers, 
who have laboured mainly to throw 
discredit upon God’s word, by 
showing it at variance with his 
works;—and the third class con- 
sisting of those pious but mistaken 
men who have sought to prove the 
truth of almost every doctrine of 





christianity by an appeal to the 
works of creation and the events 
of providence. 

It would be false to assert that 
every man who has written upon 
philosophical subjects, belongs to 
one of these classes—but we think 
the exceptions few; and among 
those who have not sought to strain 
the analogies of nature and revela- 
tion, nor to throw them aside alto- 
gether; few will be found, who have 
followed out their speculations to 
their legitimate conclusions, and 
shown their bearing upon the reli- 
gion of the Bible. 

As it regards the first class, we 
may remark that they carry on 
their investigations, and terminate 
them, without ever recognising the 
Divine hand—without ever direct- 
ing one look through nature up to 
nature’s God. The student is left 
to his own reflections, and may run 
into whatever vagaries his fancy is 
suited with:—chance; the eternal 
existence of whatever he perceives 
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under some form or other; or down- 
right scepticism as to all existence. 

But silence is better than insidi- 
ous and imposing talsehood. It is 
better to leave the truth untouch- 
ed, than to approach it only to de- 
ny it. Itis nota little curious to 
mark the diversity of the modes in 
which the christian religion has 
been assailed by these self-styled 
philosophers—by men who consi- 
der it the height of wisdom to 


doubt “where we may be certain, | 


and to believe because it is impos- 
sible.” They agree in nothing but 
in the disbelief of the truth of Re- 
velaiion, and in their determina- 


tion, by fair meansor foul, to bring | 
Listen to their! 
lectures, or read their writings, and. 


it into discredit. 


you would suppose that none but 
fools and madmen could subscribe 
the articles of the christian faith, 
and that all who did so, must be pro- 
foundly ignorant of the plainest 
facts in the science of nature. But 
thenceforward they diverge in all 
directions.. Their poisoned shafts 
are hurled from the stars—from the 
dark caverns of the earth—‘rom 
the depths oi the ocean—and from 
the summits of lofty mountains. 
But to this conflict we may ever 
apply the maxim, “Truth is omni- 
fotent, and must prevail.’”? These 
enemies of the truth, and of all 
righteousness, have been defeated 
upon every field in which they have 
erected the standard oi Infidelity. 
A powerful archer has dislodged 
them from their celestial ambus- 
cade—a champion, right good 
and fearless, has pursued them into 
the darkest recesses of their sub- 
ferranean retreat, and driven them 
again to the light. The worm- 
caten wardrobe of antiquity no 
longer can furnish its literary 
patch-work to conceal their naked- 
ness; and the clouds and darkness 
which, as by some magic spell 
they had spread over the fair face 


of nature, have disappeared in the | 
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light of a wholesome and pure 
philosophy. But this diversity in 
the mode of assault, has another 
marvelous feature. These sages, 
who are so much wiser than God, 
when driven from one point, will 
assume the clean contrary hypothe- 
sis. A case to our hands is fur- 
nished by the author beiore us. It 
had long been maintained by scep- 
tical writers, that the Mosaic ac- 
count of the descent of the human 
race, from an original pair of hu- 
man beings, was quite unphiloso- 
phical and opposed to the plainest 
conclusions of right reason. “Every 
thing in nature,’ said they, “is pro- 
gressively improving, and tend- 
ing to perfection. The unorganized 
world is constantly approaching 
organization. The vegetable press- 
es hard upon the heel of the ani- 
mal; and the half-animated oyster 
is destined to outstrip the Arch- 
angel in the high career of intellec- 
tual glory.” This was, in sub- 
stance, the system they advoca- 
ted; and they were confident that 
they could lay their hands upon 
beings that were in the very act 
oi passing out of one kingdom 
into the other:—the stone, just 
adventuring upon the experiment 
of darting down roots and sending 
up branches—and the plant pulling 
up “stakes,” and determined to be 
a prisoner no longer, going forth 
to rove at large over the broad 
face of the earth. Lord Monboddo, 
one of the most distinguished of 
the Illuminati, had actually record- 
ed, as an historical fact, a General 
Council held by some of the most 
distinguished monkies; in which, 
after much learned and eloquent 
discussion, the following whole- 
some and enlightened measures 
were adopted: 

Ist. Resolved, That we, and our pos- 
terity will forever, dispense with the use 
of tails. ; 

2d. Resolved, Thatinstead of squeal- 
ing, yelling, and chattering, we, and our 
posterity forever, will speak an articu> 
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late language, reduce it to writing, and | 
empley it in recording the discoveries of 
the Illuminati. 

3d. Resolved, That as many as from the 
influence of prejudice, or the force of | 
education, refuse to lay aside their tails, ' 
shall be denied the privileges of speech | 
and held unworthy to become members | 
of the Illuminati fraternity. 

These acts, it appears, were put 
into immediate execution: by one | 
simultaneous impulse, all the bet- 
ter sort of monkies shed their tails; 
and no vestige would have been left | 
of their species, had it not been for | 
some stubborn, wrong-headed old 
grey beards, who looked with great | 
contempt upon these “new lights”’, | 
and chose to adhere to the customs | 
and manners of their fore-fathers. | 

Such was the theory upon this | 
subject when some unilluminated | 
men, who preferred sound sense to | 
splendid dreams, had the audacity | 
to pull down this fair temple of sci- | 
ence, and force these children of | 
_light—these men made out of mon- | 
kies, to seek a new refuge. Now 
what do they resolve upon? For- 
sooth, to give up the whole sys-| 
tem; seize the weapons of christi- 
anity, and turn them against her. 
The truth is not to be admitted— 
no such thing. If one experiment 
has failed, let another betried. If 
we cannot persuade men that black 
is white, we may peradventure that 
white is black. Moses is surely 
mistaken in tracing back the whole 
human family to one common stock 
—to a single pair. How different 
are the inhabitants of one country 
from those of another!——And it is 
a settled principle in natural sci- 
ence, that “like produces like.”—- 
Yea, the members of one family are 
so entirely unlike those of another, 
that, instead of believing in a de- 
scent from a single pair, it would 
be more philosophical to suppose 
the whole surface of the earth ori- 
ginally occupied by one immense 
continuous city, innumerably popu- 
fous—and, that different lines and 
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families have become extinct, and 
that the inhabitants ot the world 
are constantly diminishing in num- 
ber, and thus descending ¢o one pair, 
and ultimately to none at all. 

This whole subject is ably dis- 
cussed by Dr. Good, and to his 
book we refer our readers for fur- 
ther satisfaction. 

But to proceed with our subject: 
the last division we named, embra- 
ces those writers who can find co- 
pies of Paul’s epistles. on the sur- 
faces of rocks and mountains, and 
trace distinctly the whole history 
of our Saviour’s life and crucifix- 
ion in the analysis of a plant.— 
That they should injure the cause 
they desire to support is no matter 
of wonder—but it is wonderful that 
with such numerous, strong, well- 
tempered weapons at command, 
they should take the field in such 
vulnerable panoply. 

Non tali auxilio, nec defensoribus istis 

Tempus eget 

We come now to speak of the 
peculiar excellencies of our author, 
from whom we have too long de- 
tained our readers. Let it be suf- 
ficient to remark, that he pursues 
his inquiries by the strictest philo- 
sophical induction, with no appa- 
rent predetermination to make out 
the credibility or absurdity of any 
system whatever, and that in the 
sequel he fairly exhibits the rela- 
tion in which the truths of natural 
history and philosophy stand to 
those of revelation. 

We have only place for the fol- 
lowing brief sketch of the subjects 
discussed in the work before us, 
which we shall give chiefly in the 
words of our author. It embraces, 
though with a rapid survey, the 
whole circle of physics, in the 
most enlarged sense in which this 
term has been employed by Aris- 
totle, or Lord Bacon; and conse- 
quently must touch slightly upon 
all the more interesting and impor- 
tant features of matter and of mind. 





1827. REVIEW OF THE BOOK OF NATURE. 405 


It proposes to unfold the general 
principles, laws, and phenomena, 
as far as we are capable of tracing 
them—of the world without us, and 
the world within us; to follow the 
footsteps of nature, or rather of the 
God of nature, in the gradual evo- 
lution of that nice, and delicate, 
aud ever-rising scale of wonders 
that surround us on every side, 
from the simplest elements to the 
most perfect and harmonious sys- 
tems of visible or demonstrable ex- 
istences; from shapeless matier to 
form, from form to feeling, from 


feeling to intellect, from the clod | 


to the crystal, from the crystal to 
the plant, from the plant to the 
animal, from brutal life to man.— 
“But we have not stopped here,” 
remarks our author in his retros- 
pect: “having reached in man, the 
summit of the visible pyramid of 
creation, we have tremblingly ven- 
tured to take a glance at the inte- 


rior of his mysterious structure;— | 
we have followed him, with no un-, 
hallowed eye, into the temple of | 


the soul; we have amused our- 
selves, for, after all, it has been lit- 
tle or nothing more, with conjec- 
tures about its essence, and have 
commenced an analysis of those 
faculties so fearfully and wonder- 
fully framed, which place him at 
an almost infinite distance from the 
brute creation, and approximate 
him to the sphere of celestial intel- 
ligences; to that order of pure and 
happy spirits with whom it is his 
high prerogative, if not forfeited 
by his own misconduct on earth, 
that he shall associate hereafter, 
and press forward in the pursuit of 
an infinite and self-rewarding know- 
ledge, and in the fruition of an end- 
less and unclouded felicity.” 

We had designed to have fol- 
lowed this highly-gifted philoso- 
pher through his examination of 
several of the once prevalent or 
now popular heresies of natural 
science, but our limits forbid it.— 

Vou. VIII....No. 9.—51 











We were also desirous of disputing 
some points with our author, and 
must be pardoned for thinking that 
his speculations about the nature 
of the soul, will throw no new light 
upon that recondite and almost in- 
accessible subject; and we cannot 
avoid regretting that he did not 
confine himself to the refutation of 
false systems and theories, without 
starting a new hypothesis. 

We estimate the work, upon the 
whole, very highly, and are quite 
sure its influence will be most fa- 
vourable, both to correct views of 
nature, and proper notions of reli- 
gion. 

‘We shall close our article with 
some extracts, designed especially 
to show the author’s peculiar feli- 
city in following out the deduc- 
tions of philosophy to their corres- 
pondence with the truths of Reve- 
lation. 

“The teredo navalis, or ship-worm, is 
seldom six inches in length; but the mus- 
cles and armour with which its head is 
provided, enable it to penetrate readily 
into the stoutest oak-planks of a vessel, 
committing dreadful havoc among her 
timbers, and chiefly producing the neces- 
sity for her being copper-bottomed. This 
animal is a native of India; it is grega- 
rious, and always commences its attack 
in innumerable multitudes: every worm, 
in laboring, confining itself to its own 
cell, which is divided from that of the 
next by a partition not thicker than a 
piece of writing paper. The seaman, 
as he beholds the ruin before him, vents 
his spleen against the little tribes that 
have produced it, and denounces them 
as the most mischievous vermin in the 
ocean. Buta tornado arises; the strength 
of the whirlwind is abroad; the clouds 
pour down a deluge over the mountains; 
and whole forests fall prostrate before its 
fury. Downrolls the gathering wreck 
towards the deep, and blocks up the 


mouth of that very creek the seaman has . 


entered, and he finds himself in captivity. 
How shall he extricate himself from his 
imprisonment ?—An imprisonment as ri- 
gid as that of the Baltic in the winter 
season. But the hosts of the teredo are 
in motion :—thousands of little augers 
are applied to the floating barrier, and 
attack it in every direction. It is per- 
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forated, it is lightened, it becomes weak; | 
it is dispersed, or precipitated to the 
bottom; and what men could not effect, | 
is the work of a worm. Thus itis, that | 
nothing is made in vain; and that in phy- | 
sics, as well as in morals, although evil ' 
is intermingled with good, the good ever | 
maintains a predominancy.” p. 176-7. 


In the close of his lecture on 
birds, &c. Dr. Good throws out the , 
following striking hints as to the 
employment of the larger and more 
powertul of the feathered tribes in- 
the service of man. 

“Why have not these monsters of the | 
sky been appropriated to the use of | 
man? How comes it that he who has 
subdued the ocean and cultivated the, 
earth; who has harnessed elephants, and | 
even lions, to his chariot wheels, should , 
never have availed himself of the wings | 
of the Eagle, the Vulture, or the frigate | 
Pelican? hat, having conquered the | 
difficulty of ascending inte the atmos- | 
phere, and ascertained the possibility of | 
travelling at the rate of eighty miles an | 
hour through its void regions, he should | 
yet allow himselfto be the mere sport of | 
the whirlwind, and not tame to his use, | 
and harness to his, car, the winged | 
strength of these aerial racers, and thus | 
stamp with reality some of the boldest | 
fictions of the heathen puets? The hint | 
has indeed long been thrown out; and | 
the perfection to which the art of fal- | 
conry was carried in former times, suffi- 
ciently secures it against the charge of | 
absurdity or extravagance.” p. 202. 


The following extract is from 
the lecture which closes the exa- 


mination of the animals below 
man: 

“Enough, however, and more than | 
enough, has, I trust. been offered to | 
prove, that the study of Zoology is of a 
most interesting and inviting character, 
equally calculated to win the heart, and 
inform the head. I have dwelt somewhat | 
more at large upon the three lowest 
classes of worms, insects, and fishes, for 
the very reason that these classes have 
too often been passed over by natural- 
ists, as little worthy of their attention; 
and because I wished to impress upon 
your minds, by the incontrovertible fact 
of living examples, that nothing is low, 
nothing little, nothing in itself unworthy 
in the view of the great Creator and com- 
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lies beyond the reach of his benevo- 
lence, or the shadow of his protection. 
God alike supplies the wants and min- 
isters to the enjoyments of every living 
creature—he alike finds them food in 
rocks and in wildernesses, in the bowels 
of the earth, and in the depths of the 
ocean. His is the wisdom, that, to differ- 
ent kinds, and in different ways, has 
adapted different habits and modes of 
being; and has powerfully endowed with 
instinct where he has strikingly restrained 
intelligence. {tis he that has given cun- 
ning where cunning is found necessary, 
and wariness where caution is demand- 
ed; that has furnished with rapidity of 
foot, or fin, or wing, where such 
qualities appear expedient; and where 
might is of moment, has afforded proofs 
of a might the most terrible and irréSisti- 
ble.” p 343-4. . 


“It has often been urged against the 
goodness, and sometimes against the ex- 
istence of the Deity, that the different 
tribes of animals are allowed to prey up- 
on one another as their natural food, and 
that a large part of the globe is covered 
with putrified swamps, or wide inhospi- 
table forests, or merely inhabited by ra- 
venous beasts and deadly serpents. 

Presumptuous murmurers! and what 
would your wisdom advise were Provi- 
dence to consult you upon so glaring an 
error? Would you then leave every rank 
of animals to perish by the mere effects 
of old age? With the example so often 
before you, of the misery endured by a 
favorite horse, ora favorite dog, when 
suffered to drain out the last dregs of ex- 
istence in the midst of ease he cannot 
enjoy, and of food he cannot partake 
of—-a misery which often compels us, as 
an act of mercy, to anticipate his fate, 
even at last, by the aid of violence-~ 
would vou abandon every animal to the 
same wretchedness, only a hundred-fold 
multiplied by the horrors of want and 
hunger, which he must, by growing eve- 
ry day more infirm, be every day grow- 
ing more incapable of appeasing ?-- Or 
would you cut short the evil at once, by 
destroying death itself, and thus render- 
ing every animal immortal? They would 
not thank you for such an interference; 
nor applaud the vain benevolence that 
might dictate it; an interference which, 
by preventing the necessity for offspring, 
would extirpate from the animal frame 
its best feelings; which would extinguish 
the wise and harmonious distribution inte 
sexes; and make an equal inroad on the 
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pleasures of sense and the endearments {| of animal and vegetable materials; other 
of instinct. substances indeed enter into it—but the 

It is granted, that a great part of the || great, the important, the active, and lea- 
globe is an inhospitable wilderness; that || vening constituent, is of an organized 
it consists, te a considerable extent, of || origin. ‘These materials, then, are per- 
waste, inaccessible jungle, over-run by || petually forming, and accumulating, and 
rapacious beasts and reptiles, and of im- |! rising into an unbounded, an inexhausti- 
mense barrens burrowed by countless || ble storehouse of subsequent riches and 
hordes of the Lampster, the White Ant, |} plenty, by the alternate generation and ‘ui 
and the Mole-rat. Even here, however, |; decomposition of the different kinds and if 
wherever life exists, it exists to those |/ orders of plants and animals which thus " 
that possess it as an enjoyment; while || fill up, and, as we are apt to believe, en- 
these very scenes, and these very animals, |} cumber the regions we are contempla- 
only fill up what man has no occasion for, || ting; regions which, in our own day, 
and equally and instantly disappear as || unexplored or abandoned both by savage 
soon as he presents himself, and exercises :| and civilized man, may, in that revolu- 
that industry and ingenuity which alone || tion of countries and governments which 
constitute his authority, and upon which || is perpetually passing before our eyes, 
alone his health and his happiness are |} become, in some future period, the seat 
made todepend. But this is not all .— || of universal dominion, the emporium of 
While in their different gradations, these || taste and elegance, of virtue and the 
outcasts from man are enjoying life them- |] sciences. So the fairest fields of Rome 
selves; they are preparing, in the best |' were formed out of the putrid Pontine 
manner possible, the various tracts they |; marshes, and England has become what 
occupy for his future use and habitation. | she is, from being a land of bogs and of 
The soil that supports us, and gives us || blights, of wolves, wild boars, and gloo- 
our daily bread, is nothing but a mixture | my forests.” p. 5313-14-15, 
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Biterary and Ppilosophical Lntelligence. 


KENYON GRAMMAR SCHOOL AND || ra; Anthon’s ed. of Neilson’s Greek Ex- 
COLLEGE. ercises; Mair’s Introduction and Arith- 
This Institution, for the present locat- || metic to the end of the cube root. 
ed in Worthington, (to be finally es- The Freshman Class pursue the fol. 
tablished near Mount Vernon, Knox || lowing studies—Day’s Algebra, Euclid’s 
county) is under the direction of the |} Elements begun, Woodbridge’s and Wil- 
Right Reverend P. Caase, D. D. Presi- || lard’s Geography, Adams’ Roman Anti- 
dent and Professor of Moral and Intel-|; quities, Ist vol. of Greca Majora, (Hop- 
lectual Philosophy and Political Econo- || kins’ ed ) Latin and Greek Exercises re- 
my, assisted by the Kev. Wm. Sparrow, || vised, and Excerpta Latina begun.— 
Professor of Languages, to whom for the jj Reading, declamations and Bible recita- 
present are assigned the Departments || tions. ; 
of Greek, Mathematics and Natural Phi- The Sophomore Class, Euclid finished, 
losophy—-M. T. C. Wing, A. B. whose || Day’s Trigonometry and Mensuration, 
branches are Hebrew, Latin and Eng- |! 1st. vol. Greca Maj. finished, 2d. vol. 
lish; and C. W. Adams, Tutor. The |} begun, Excerpta Latin finished, Horace 
studies of the Grammar School, prepara- |; begun, Potter’s Greek Antiquities, Tyt- 
tory to entering the Freshman Class, are || lers Elements of History, Compositions, 
as follows: Gould’s edition of Adams’ || Declamations and Bible Recitations. — 
Latin Grammar, excepting the prosody, The Junior Class—Day’s Surveying 
in room of which Anthon’s Latin prosody || and Navigation, Conic Sections, Spheri- 
is used; Anthon’s ed. of Valpy’s Greek || cal Trigonometry, Fluxions, Greca Ma). 
Grammar, including Syntax and Proso-|| finished, and Horace finished; Logic, 
dy—Cesar’s Com. Sallust; Cicero’s Ora- || Rhetoric, Paley’s Evidences, Physical 
tions against Catiline, and for Archias || and Political Geography, with the use 
and Milo; six Books of Virgil’s Eneid; || of the Globes, Compositions, &c. 
St. John’s Gospel and the Acts in Greek; The Senior Class—Cavallo’s Philoso- 
Jacob’s Greek Reader, or Greca Mino- phy, Paley’s Moral Philosophy, Brown’s 
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Intel. Phil. Butler’s Analogy and Say’s 
Pol. Economy, Forensic Disputations, 
Compositions, &c. Stuart’s Hebrew 
Grammar and the Hebrew P*4le will 
be studied by those designed for the 
Christian Ministry. 

The Bible recitations of the higher 
classes will be with reference to the 
original. the 

Expenses are as follows—Tuition in 
Grammar School studies per year, $10— 
in Collegiate Studies, $2U—Board per 
week, $1—Contingent expenses, includ- 
ing fire wood, washing, &c. per week, 25 
cents. 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE. 





The term commenced on the first of | 


January, 1827, 


Letters and Papers of General Wash- 


ington.—-It is announced that arrange-_ 


ments have been made by Mr. Sparks, || 


Editor of the North American Review, 
with Judge Washington, for publishing 
a copious edition of the works of Gener- 


al Washington; to consist of his State | 


Papers, Official Correspondence, Private 
Letters, &c. with notes and illustrations 
by the Editor 

Life of Buonaparte.--Sir 


Walter | 


Scott’s life of Buonaparte is reprinting | 


in Philadelphia. 


The Rev. Dr. Miller is about to pub- | 
lish a work entitled, “Letters on Clerical | 


Manners and Habits: addressed to a stu- 
dent in the Theological Seminary at 
Princeton.” 


Rammohun Roy --Proposals are issued 
in Boston for publishing the writings of 
Rammohun Roy, respecting christianity, 
to consist of his Precepts of Jesus, and 
his First, Second, and third Appeals. 
The proposals are accompanied with 
warm recommendations from the Unita- 
rian friends of the Hindoo Philosopher. 
Dr. Tuckerman remarks that, “had he 
embraced Trinitarian Christianity, and 
written as ably in defence of it, his 
works, long before this time, would have 
been inculcated through the whole of 
Protestant christendom; nor would any 
other appeals have been necessary, to 
have obtained both missionaries and 
churches for the Hindoos.” The remark 
is a singular comment on the compara- 
tive spirit of Trinitarian and "Unitarian 
christianity, in regard to missions. 


Halleck’s Poems.—The Messrs, Carvill 
have just issued, in a beautiful dress, a 
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collection of the poems of our gifted 
townsman Halleck. It comprises several 
which we have not met with before; all 
distinguished by the author’s fervour of 
feeling, and classical purity of taste We 
shall make an occasional selection, here- 
after, for the embellishment of our cos 
lumns; though, in the mean time, no 
amateur of the “lofty rhyme,” woven by 
the hand of a master, should neglect to 
furnish himself with a copy. 
[.M. York Statesman. 


New Celestial Body.—An astronomer 
at Marseilles, M. Gambard, discovered in 
the month of November, in the neigh- 
borhood of the Constellation Serpent, a 
body, in size and appearance much re- 
sembling the planet Mars. It was seen 
on four successive nights with different 
telescopes. The Royal Society of Lon- 


| don were waiting with much interest for 


a second communication from the distin- 
guished astronomer who observed this 
phenomenon. 


Charleston College, S. C —This Col- 
lege having been in operation only since 
the latter part of 1824, there is as yet 
no Senior Class Juniors 5, Sophomores 
10, Freshman 17- Total S2. Connect- 
ed with the College is a flourishing 
Grammar School, divided into a Classi- 
cal and an English Departnent. The 
Classical School comprises six Classes, 
the first of which is the same as the 
Freshman Class above mentioned. In 
the remaining five classes, the number of 
pupils is 94:-—-in the English Depart- 
ment, 64. Total in the whole establish- 
ment, 190. The age requisite for ad- 
mission into the lower Class in the Eng- 
lish School, is 7; Classical School, 10; 
College, 14. The course of study pur- 
sued in the College, is nearly the same 
as in our northern Colleges. ‘The Rt. 
Rev. N. Bowen, D. D is President of the 
institution.—Rev John Dickson, A. M. 
Professor of Moral Philosophy.— Wil- 
liam E. Bailey, A. M. Professor of Lan- 
guages, Samuel Lee, A. M. Professor of 
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.— 
Stiles Melichamp, A. B. Tuior in Latin, 
—and there are three subordinate in- 
structers, The annual commencement 
is on the last Tuesday in October. 

New York Observer. 

The African Observer.— Enoch Lewis, 
a member of the Society of Friends, pro- 
poses to commence, in Philadelphia, un- 
der this title, a monthly periodical,—to 
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comprise sketches of the history of Af- 
rica, the progress of geographical dis- 
covery, the history, character, incidents, 
and extent of slavery, ancient and mod- 
ern, the internal slave trade within the 
Uni:ed States, the laws and usages in re- 
lation to slavery, biographical notices of | 





negroes who have been distinguished | 
for their talents or virtue, plans for im- 
proving the condition of slaves in the 
United States, &c. &c. The Prospect- 
us is drawn up with much ability, and {| 
exhibits evidence of a well-disciplined I 
mind. Each number of the work is to |! 
contain 32 8vo-. pages—price $2 per an- || 
num. It is exnected the first number 
will be published in April. 1b. 





German Universities.—In all the Ger- | 
man States there are 22 universities, || 
with 1055 professors and 15746 students. |: 
The greatest number belonging to any 
one of them is 1688, at Vienna; the 
smallest 201, at Rostock. The popula- 





tion of Germany is 36,000,000; Catholic 
Germany has 19,000,000, and only 6 uni- |. 
versities; the Protestant States contain 
17,v00,000, and has 16 universities. 


Erolite.—The St. Petersburgh Journ- 
al of October 7, contains an account of 
an /Erolite which fell, May last, in the | 
Government of Ekaterinoslaw, and in | 
the district of Paulogrod; 

“Some labourers working in the fields | 
at noon, heard a noise, which seemed to 
come from the clouds, and continued to 
increase, until it ended in a loud explo- 
sion. At the same time they saw a} 
heavy body descending rapidly, the fall 
of which was accompanied by a flash of || 
light. [t was about twenty fathoms |; 
from them. On going to the spot they | 
found a stone, which in falling, had} 
raised the earth to the height of two ar- | 
sheens, and made a hole one arsheen in 
depth. On the day when the phenom- 
enon took place, the sky was slightly 
clouded, the air calm without any storm, 
orrain. The stone weighs two poods; | 
its colour is a very dark blue, approach- | 
ing to black. ‘The surface has some 
small cavities; andin general the exter- 
nal appearance much resembles that of 
an agglomeratine of sand.” 








‘ 
| 
| 
| 
! 
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The Rev. Louis Dwight, Secretary of 
the Prison Discipline Society, delivered 
avery interesting address last evening 
at the National Hotel, on the defects 
and abuses of the penitentiary system of 








the United States, and the means for its 
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improvement. The facts which he Cis- 
closed, obtained by his own personal ob- 
servation and inquiry, placed the subject 
in a highly important hght. The Leg- 
islatures of Massachusetts and Connecti- 
cut have been induced, through his re- 
presentations, to authorise the construc- 
tion of new State Prisons on the Auburn 
plan; and a similar one is to be establish- 
ed in the District of Columbia. 

We are confident that few persons in 
this country could have imagined the 
extent to which crime and profligacy are 
cherished and extended, by means of 
those institutions which were designed 
to prevent them.—WM. Y. Adv. 


Mr. Gifford, late Editor of the Quar- 
terly Review, was buried in Westminster 
Abbey with some ceremony. His grave 
is Opposite to bryden’s and just under 
the monument of Garrick. 


The Vine.—It is said that in the parts 
of France where wine is made, one man 
will cultivate ten acres of vineyard; and 


|| that in this country twenty acres might 


be taken care of by one man. Experi- 
ments in Maryland prove, that ten acres 
of vineyard will yield a net profi of 
$3,127 annually. 


Mammoth of Mammoths.—There was 
exhibited, a few weeks ago, in a boat at 
the market landing place, Steubenville, 
the bones of a nondescript animal, one 
of which is 20 feet in length, 8 in width, 
and weighed upwards of 12 hundred 
pounds. ‘the back bone is 16 inches in 


' diameter, and the ribs are 6 feet in 


length. Itis calculated from the size of 
the bones, that the animal, when living, 
must have been about 50 feet in length, 
20 to 26 feet in width, and about 20 feet 
in height; and it must have weighed at 
least 20 tons. These bones were found 
near the Mississippi River, in, we be- 
lieve, Louisiana, and form the greatest 
natural curiosity that we ever beheld. 
This animal must have as far transcended 
the mammoth in size, as the mammoth a 
common dog. 
Columbus ( Ohio_) Paper. 


A book is about to appear in England 
called “Napolean in the other world;” 
in which Popes, Kings, &c. are brought 
into conversation, and made to disclose 
many curious facts. 


Origin of the Royal Society in London, 
—The Lord Chancellor Bacon recom- 
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mended that scientific persons in differ- 
ent countries should associate, and com- 
municate with each other upon the re- 
sults of their various researches, for “the 
advancement of learning ’—On this sug- 
gestion the Royal Society was founded 
A. D. 1662, and was soon succeeded by 
the Royal Academy of sciences at Paris, 


Deaf and Dumb.—A Brussels paper 
of January 11th, has the following para- 
graph: 

“Dr. Andre, of this city, whose for- 
tunate cures of three children born deaf 
and dumb, we have already mentioned, 
has just operated with the same success 
on the son of M. Maurus, baker, at 
Brudges, aged 14 years. We find in 
the Gazette of West Flanders, the de- 
tails of this operation which took place 
on the 26th of December, and for which 
the lad came to Brussels with his father. 
The perforation of the left ear was 
effected in less than tive minutes, and at 
the same moment the boy heard the 
ticking of a watch and the barking ofa 
little dog. The operation of the other 
ear took nearly half an hour, because the 
lad, too deeply affected by his new sen- 
sation, could scarcely contain himself. 

M. de Chateaubriand and the Parisian 
Printers.—M de Chateaubriand has ex- 
pressed himself with equal energy and 
reason, against the new project of a law 
in relation to the press. Ina letter pub- 
lished yesterday in one of our journals, 
he has examined rapidly that unhappy 
and inconsistent conception, and has 
done it ample justice. His letter pro- 
duced a profound impression. a great 
number of artisans, fathers of families, 
the existence of whom depends upon the 
free operation of the Book trade and 
printing, went yesterday and this day to 
express to the noble peer their lively 
gratitude. After having obtained his 
permission, they are about to re-publish 
his letter to the number of 300,000 co- 
pies, which is to be sent into all the de- 
partments. Each one has volunteered 
to assist in this good work; the paper 
merchants furnish the paper gratis. A 
printer has offered his letter and press; 
and the compositors have given their 
time without any recompense. This 
unanimity and this disinterestedness, 
proves, better, than all that could be 
said, how unpopular is the law of M. 
Peyronnet.—WVat. Int. 

Cedar Apples.—It is stated in the 
‘‘American Farmer,” upon the authority 
of General H. 6. Dearborn, that the ap- 
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ples recommended for the expulsion of 
worms in children, are not cones or ber- 
ries of the cedar, but excrescences 
growing upon the small branches of the 
tree, which appear to have been occa- 
sioned by some insect, in the manner 
that nutgalls are produced on the oak 
and other trees, 






New PvusticaTIons. 

Religious.—-Religious Teachers tested: 
a Sermon, delivered at the Dedication of 
the Union Meeting House in Groton, 
Mass. Jan. 3d, 1827. By John Todd. 
Published by the Union Church. pp. 46. 

A Narrative of the Revival of Religion 
in the County of Oneida, particularly in 
the bounds of the Presbytery of Oneida, 
in the year 1826, Published by a Com- 
mittee of said Presbytery. 

Miscellaneous—Speech of the Hon. 
Henry Clay, before the American Cel- 
onization Society, in the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, January 20, 
1827. With an Appendix, containing 
the documents therein referred to, 


| Washington. 


Tenth Annual Report of the Boston 
Society for the Religious and Moral In- 
struction of the Poor, October 25th 
1526. Boston. Crocker & Brewster. 

Father Clement: a Roman Catholic 
Story. “By the author of Decision,” 
“Profession is not principle,’ &c. 
From the fourth Edinburgh edition. 
New York: published by E. Bliss and E. 
White. Clayton & Van Norden, print- 
ers, 1827. pp. 246. 

A book by the author of Decision and 
Profession is not Principle, i. e. if we 
mistake not, by Mrs. Hoffland, will of 
course excite attention. Few writers 
have more successfully united the 
breathings of piety with the embellish- 
ments of story. 

‘Father Clement,’ though not per- 
haps entirely equal to its predecessors, 
is yet richly worth a perusal. Like them, 
the plan is simple, and destitute of ex- 
traordinary interest: but the beauty of 
the narration, the clearness and force 
with which the doctrines of grace are 
exhibited, and the hallowed pensiveness 
that runs through all its pages, awaken 
an interest im the reader’s mind, which 
is irresistible. 

The influence of the book in a moral 
point of view, we have no hesitation in 
saying, will be of the most favourable 
kind: especially in communities where 
there isa mixture of Protestant and Ca- 
tholic population —[V. Y. Observer. 
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Religious XuteWligence. 


BENEFITS OF AURICULAR CON- 
FESSION! !! | 

A late Bordeaux paper relates 
the following occurrence in the 
neighbourhood of that city: An 
old woman, who had formerly kept 
a hotel, avowed to her confessor 
that she had amassed a large sum 
of money, which she kept in her 
house. Soon after the confession, 
made at the tribunal of penitence, 
she permitted an old postilion, who 
had formerly lived with her, to 
sleep in her house. About 11 0’- 
clock at night, some one knocked 
loudly at her door, and asked in a 
pitiful voice to be admitted to her 
hospitality for the night. Believ- 


ing herself safe with the postilion 
in the house, the woman opened 
the door; when in rushed a man 
hidden by a mask and armed with 
pistols, who said, “ Deliver me 


$99 


your money; or I will shoot you! 
The poor woman, at first, was al- 
most frightened to death; but gain- 
ing a little courage, conducted the 
robber into the chamber where the 
postilion was sleeping. He having 
heard them coming in, hid himself 
behind the curtain. “My money 
is in that closet,’ said the old wo- 
man, at the same time showing an 
old piece of furniture almost hid- 
den by a pile of linen. The rob- 
ber, laying his pistols on the table, 
prepared to take possession of her 
riches; but the postilion, who had 
observed his movements with great 
sang froid, took one of the pistols 
and shot him dead on the spot.— 
On taking off the mask, the robber 
was discovered to be no other than 
the confessor to whom the good 
woman had told her secret! The 
postilion immediately proceeded 
to the Mayor’s, and gave himself 
up until the affair can be investi- 
gated. We wait for further par- 
iculars, say the papers, before we 








name the confessor, and the place 
where this terrible drama was act- 
ed.—[.M. Y. Paper. 


BURNING OF BIBLES. 


Extract of a letter from Italy, 
dated 30th Scpt. 1826:—*There 
have been two attempts to send Bi- 
bles here, [Naples,| one by the 
Rev. L. W_ [supposed Lewis Way } 
and the other by the means of an 
English merchant. In both cases 
they were discovered, and ordered 
to be burnt by the common execu- 
tioner. One parcel, however, was 
saved by the interference of the 
British Consul, and sent to Malta, 
not without some twitches of con- 
science in the archbishop and min- 
ister of police, who thought it 
much more righteous to have them 
destroyed.” —London paper. 


From the Missionary Herald. 
CEYLON MISSION, 


Extracts from Mr, Winslow’s Journal, 
while at Calcutta. 


For the information of new subscri- 
bers to the Missionary Herald, it is expe- 
dient here to remark, that, in the latter 
part of 1825, Mr and Mrs. Winslow were 
constrained to visit Calcutta, on account 
of the dangerous indisposition of the 
latter; and that they remained several 
months, until the health of Mrs. W. was, 
in a great measure, restored. Our last 
volume contained extracts from the jour- 
nal kept by Mr. Winslow, during the 
voyage toCalcutta. We shall now ex- 
tract portions,which were written during 
his residence in that city. 


Botanic Gardens— Bishop’s College. 


Nov. 27, 1825. In the morning, 
we were near the Botanic Gardens, 
which are on the opposite side of 
the river from Garden Reach. The 
Gardens are extensive; and the nu- 
merous trees, with their varied and 
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rich foliage, stretching along the 
banks of the rivera great distance, 
and down to the water’s edge, re- 
semble somewhat a rich native fo- 
rest. The Gardens are intersected 
by handsome walks, terminated on 
the upper side, by the College 
Square. Here are the buildings of 
Bishopi’s College. They are as yet 


in an unfinished state, but present | 
The style | 
There are, it | 
in connection with the Col- | 
lege,a Principal, who is also Pro- | 
Mr. Mill, and two | 


a handsome appearance. 
is modern Gothic. 
is said, 


fessor, the Rev. 


other resident Professors. There 


are now seven or eight students. | 
A printing office is connected with | 
the College, and there is a transla- | 


ting department. On the east side 
of the river, from Garden Reach to 


the town, the bank is lined with. 
large and elegant seats, inthe midst | 
of spacious and well laid out gar- | 
dens, and pleasure grounds, which | 


make a fine appearance. 


Fort William—Government House. | 


On coming round the reach, you | 


see, at a distance, Fort William, 
from which to the upper part of 
the town, the river is now filled 
with shipping. The fort is a large 
and strong fortification, enclosing 
many elegant buildings. 
telegraph, which communicates 
with another at Barrack por e, fifteen 
miles up the river, where is the 
country seat of the Governor Ge- 
neral, and a large cantonment of 
troops. Between the fort and town, 
are the esplanade and course, where 
all the gentry of Calcutta exhibit 
themselves, and take the air in 
their splendid carriages, or on 
horseback, morning and evening. 
At the upper end of the espla- 
nade, is the Government House, 
the residence of the Governor Ge- 
neral, commanding a view of the 
course and the fort at a distance. 
It is a magnificent pile, formed in 
the manner of two half moons pla- 
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ced back to back, with the horns 
flattened and enlarged, so as to 
make at the end of each an oblong 
square with a front of twenty or 
thirty feet, and including suits of 
rooms. Consequently, two arms 
of the building, front to the south- 
eastward, towards the esplanade, 
and two to the north-west, towards 
the city. Between these, on botn 
sides, there is a projection from 
the main body of the building, 
which, on the principal front, is in 
the lorm of a lofty portico, on a line 
with the front of the two wings.— 
Back, that is, on the other side of 
the building, there is a flight of 
steps; and between the arms, at the 
two ends, are open virandahs, a- 
bove and below, with marble-like 
pillars. From the main body of 
the edifice rises, on the middle, a 
cupola, é6n which, as well as over 
the different fronts, the Company’s 
arms are emblazoned, and different 
sculptural emblems placed. The 
interior of the building is said to 
be very grand, especially the large 
marble hall of audience, which with 
its magnificent furniture, seems al- 
most like the work of enchantment. 

The edifice is about 300 feet 
square. It is surrounded by an 
iron railing, enclosing an extensive 
yard and garden. To enter, there 
are noble gateways, over which you 
see sphinxes and leopards and li- 
ons couchant. 


Social Intercourse. 


Dec. 5. For the purpose of pay- 
ing my respects, as well as to for- 
ward the object of our “College 
for Tamul and other Youth,” for 
which I am authorised to solicit 
funds, I called this morning on the 


Rev. Mr Thomason, Archdeacon 
Corie, and the Bishop, all of whom 
received me with the greatest kind- 
ness, expressed their interest in our 
mission, and in our proposed Mis- 
sion College. Mr. Thomason has 
long been the friend of all who are 














laboring for the good of India. I 
was sorry to learn, that he is pre-} 
paring to leave Calcutta for Eng- 
land, on account of the ill health 
of Mrs. Thomason. His. depar- 
ture will be much regretted by all 
good men here, The Archdeacon 
is a missionary in spirit, and a 
most excellent man. He has,labor- 
ed, personally, and_ successfully, 
among the natives.. He kindly of- 
fered to aid me by every mean in 
his power, consistent with the pri- 
or claims of institutions connected | 
with hisownchurch. The Bishop | 
was not less affable,or kind. He} 
is exceedingly condescending in 

his manners, and very prepos-'| 
sessing. Without any affectation | 
of dignity, he bears in his counte- | 
nance strong marks of intellect, | 
united with great frankness of dis- | 
position; and in conversation he | 
pours forth the treasures ofhis mind | 
as carelessly, as tho’ they were of! 
no value. He is the decided friend | 
of missions. As a learned man and | 
a divine, his character is well) 
known. The friends of missions, 
and of evangelical religion, have 
much occasion to rejoice in his 
elevation to the See of Calcutta,* 





| 
| 
| 


Missionary Meeting. 


9. Attended a meeting of the 
Church Missionary Association, at 
which the Bishop presided. An 
encouraging Report was read, from 
which it appeared, that much is 
doing in the way of schools, and 
that one adult native, during the 
year, had been baptised. It was | 
proposed in the Report, that ana- 
tive place of worship be erected, 
on the mission premises, at Mirza- 
pore; and stated, that the Bishop 
had generously offered towards 
such a chapel, from his own funds, 
the sum of 1000 sicca rupees. It 
appears, however, that there is now 


*The reader will recollect with pain, 
that this amiable and excellent prelate 
has since died.—-{ Ed. 

Voi. VIIL.....No. 9.—=52. 
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there a small place in the native 
style, and that a few natives are. in 
the habit of attending it. . 

The Archdeacon noticed.the suc- 
cess of efforts made in the Upper 
Provinces, which -he himself had 
witnessed; in particular, the encou- 
raging circumstances now occur- 
ring at Burdwan, where the people, 
from two or three villages, have 
especially requested Christian in- 
struction. The Bishop mentioned 
that in his late visitation to Bom- 
bay and Ceylon, he had witnessed 
much that was very encouraging, 
and much to prove the falsehood 
of the assertions of the Abbe Du- 
bois, concerning the impracticabi- 
lity of converting the natives.. In 
particular, he mentioned, as very 
marked and wonderful, the suc- 
cess which had attended the Church 
missions in Palamcottah, (where 
1100 families are said to have re- 
nounced idolatry;) and the Ameri- 
can mission at Ceylon; concerning 
the last of which, he said, regard 
to the delicacy of one of the mis- 
sionaries present, prevented him 
from saying what he otherwise 
would say. ; 


Female Orphan Asylum, 


11. Preached_ to-day in the Fe- 
male Orphan Asylum for the chil- 
dren of English soldiers, at the 
head of which are the. Rev. Mr. 
Schmid and Mrs. Schmid, of the 
Church Missionary Society. There 
are in the Asylum about 80 girls, 
It is supported by volunteer con- 
tributions, at an expense of $600, 
monthly. It is an interesting: cha- 
rity. Several of the members of 
the Asylum have become hopefully 
pious, and obtained useful ,situa- 
tions. 


Introduction to the Gov. General, 


_16. Went, this evening, to a-so- 
cial party of the Bishop’s lady, Mrs. 


Heber, for the purpose of obiaining 


an introduction to the. governor 
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general, lord Amherst, and several 
gentlemen who may perhaps be in- 
duced to aid my ‘object. The 
bishop introduced me to lord Am- 
herst and to Mr. Harington, mem- 
ber of the Supreme Council. The 
latter kindly invited me to take 
breakfast with him, and bring with 
me the statement concerning our 
Seminary, which has been drawn 
up and printed.’ Mr. Harington 
is an elderly gentleman, who has 
spent many years in India, and 
done much for its benetit.* The 
governor general is affable, affects 
no state, and appears much like a 
private gentleman. The company 
at the bishop’s was large, consist- 
ing of most of the principal fami- 
lies in the place. It separated at 
an early hour. 


Baptist College at Serampore. 


21. Went yesterday to Seram- 
pore and returned to-day. The col- 
lege edifice is certainly a fine build- 


ing, and very handsomely situated. 
Many object to it as too splendid 
to correspond with the habits and 
taste of the native youth, for whom 
it is desigmed. The edifice is on 
the bank of the Hoogly, directly 
opposite the seat of the governor 
general, at Barrackpore, of which, 
and of the Park, it affords a fine 
view. It is of the Ionic order. The 
pillars of the fine portico in front, 
which support a narrow gallery 
above, are entireiy of this order; 
but something of the composite is 
added to those of the halls within. 
Going up from the river, you pass 
through an iron gateway into the 
college-yard, which is surrounded 
by arailing of iron. Ascending the 
broad stone steps of the edifice, you 
come into the entry, in which, on 
either hand, is a superb iron stair- 
case, with polished brass ballus- 
trades. Above and below, are two 


*Mr. Harington afterwards subscribed 
400 sicca rupees for the Mission Col- 
lege.~-[ id. 
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large halls through the length of 
the building, excepting an entry of 
12 or 15 feet, and so wide as to be 
supported by two rows of pillars. 
The further end of these halls is in 
the form of a half moon. They are 
large andelegant. On either side 
of the halls, on the lower and up- 
per floors, are sets of rooms, three 
on a side, or twelve in all. These 
rooms are large, and are designed 
for library, lecture, and recitation 
rooms. In one of them, is now a 
library containing a very conside- 
rable collection of books; in ano- 
ther, the philosophical’ apparatus; 
and in a third, the chemical. The 
number of students is about 40, of 
whom the greater part are the sons 
of native Christians. There is 
whatis called a theological or Eng- 
lish class, composed of lads, the 
sons of missionaries. 

The venerable Drs. Carey and 
Marshman have obtained able and 
pious assistants in the professors 
of the college, the Rev. Mr. Mack, 
theological professor, and the Rev. 
Mr. Swan, scientific professor. 

The native church at Serampore 
consists of about 60 members, ma- 
ny of whom are females. There 
are thirteen female schools, con- 
taining 250 girls. 


The Free School. 


22 To-day attended the annual 
examination of the ‘ree School,” 
one of the oldest benevolent insti- 
tutions in Calcutta. It was at the 
head of this school, that the early 
friend and promoter of evangelical 
religion in India, the Rev. Mr. 
Brown, commenced his career of 
usefulness. The school now con- 
tains about 235 boys and 100 girls, 
mostly country born, who are sup- 
ported by charity. 


Churches. 


_ In the evening, I went to the Old 
Church, and heard Mr. Thomason 
preach avery good discourse. ‘This 











church is what is commonly called 
the “Mission Church,” as it was 
first built by a German missiona- 
ry, or rather he built a church 
where this now stands, and which 
forms a partof the present. The 
church which he built, was, after 
his decease, about to be sold at auc- 
tion, when Mr. Brown, Mr. Grant, 
and a few other gentlemen, to se- 
cure its appropriation to the object 
for which it was built, raised a 
fund for the purchase of it, and 
vested it in the hands of trustees 
for the occupation of an evangeli- 
calclergyman. For the support of 
such clergyman, should the Honor- 
able Company not provide, an ac- 
cumulating fund was raised; so 
that, in case of necessity, it might 
be in a measure independent of the 
acting authorities, should they be 
averse to the truth. The com- 
pany has, however, very honoura- 
bly supported the chaplain of this 
church in the same manner as 
other chaplains. It was here, that 
not only Brown, but Buchanan, and 
Martyn officiated; and here Mr. 
Thomason, for more than fifteen 
years, from his first arrival in In- 
dia, until, as one ef the senior chap- 
lains, he was removed to preach 
in his turn at the cathedral, has 
successfully inculcated evangelical 
truth. Mr. Thomason has indeed 
done much for the promotion of 
genuine piety atCalcutta. Heear- 
ly gathered around him a few re- 
spectable friends, and, by frequent 
intercourse with them, particularly 
by having his house open every 
Saturday evening for religious con- 
versation, closed by prayer, he suc- 
ceeded in raising and keeping up 
a tone of piety in some of the first 
circles, which had previously been 
unknown. This. church may, 


therefore, be. considered as the 
principal nursery‘of piety at the 
Presidency. Mr. Thomason has 
the satisfaction of leaving, as his 
successor, a very worthy young 
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man, the Rev. Mr. Goode, who 
was sent out, some months since, 
specifically as chaplain to the Old 
Church. He appears to be a very 
humble, pious servant of the Lord 
Jesus. 

There are now in Calcutta two 
other churches of the Establish- 
ment;—the Cathedral, and St. 
James. The former is a handsome, 
though not remarkably elegant, 
piece of architecture. It is furn- 
ished inside with a gallery (which 
most places of worship have not,) 
supported by Corinthian pillars. 
Over the pulpit is an altar piece, 
representing the last supper: and 
by the side, in several places, 
are marble monuments to the in- 
dividuals who have died in India, 
which are executed with great 
skill. Over the pulpit, and over 
the pew of the Governor General, 
are suspended the escutcheons of 
the Bishop and Lord Amherst. 

There is a Scotch church, nearly 
equal in appearance, on the out- 


' side, to the cathedral; but the con- 





gregation which assembles is very 
small. There is also an Indepen- 
dent chapel, a convenient and hand- 
some building, without a steeple; 
a chapel at Lall Bazar, which was 
built under the direction o! the Se- 
rampore missionaries; and one on 
the Circular Roads, built by the 
Calcutta Baptist missionaries In 
all these, there are respectable, 
though not large, congregations. 
Schools for Native Females. 
23. Attended the annual exam- 
ination of the Female School, un- 
der the care of Mrs. Wilson. The 
Governor’s lady, and other respec- 
table ladies of the settlement, were 
present. The girls appeared very 
well. There are now about 40 
schools, containing not far from 
500 native girls. A native gentle- 
man, son of a Rajah, induced, it is 
said, by the expectation of some 
privilege being granted him by go- 
vernment, such as having a staff of 
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honour carried before him, and be- 
ing styled Rajah, has, among other 
donations to public institutions pa- 
tronized by the government, given 
20,000 rupees to the support of 
these schools. It is contemplated 
to form, with this fund, a Central 
Female School, to raise up mis- | 
tresses for the common schools. 
Aside from these schools, which 
are supported by the ladies and 
others connected with the estab 
lished church, there are 20 schools 
for girls, supported by the Chris- 
tian School Society, most of which 
are under the superintendance of 
Mrs. Coleman; but six or seven are 
visited by Mrs Trawin, wife of the 
Rev. Mr. !rawin, at Kidderpore. 
A Miss Peffard, who, with her bro- 
ther, Mr. Charles Peffard, is con- 
nected with the Independents, and 
possessed of aconsiderable income, 
has come out to promote Christi- 
anity among the natives of Bengal. 
She is also getting up, on her own | 
account, several schools at Kidder- 
pore. Mr. Peffard is not an or- 
dained minister; but supporting 
himself by his own funds, he is 
labouring very usefully, in the su- 
perintendence of schools, and in 
preaching to the natives. 


The Benevolent Institution. 


After attending the examination 
of the female schools, I went to 
that of the Benevolent Institution, 
which, by mistake, had been ap- 
pointed for the same day. Was 
much gratified by the appearance 
of the pupils. There are in the 
institutions 145 boys and 90 girls, 
in two departments, under the care 
of Mr. and Mrs. Penny, who came 
out as missionaries of the Baptist 
Society. The scholars are gener- 
ally descendants of Portugese and 
other Europeans, but there are a 
few native lads. They are not sup- 
ported, but receive gratuitous in- 
struction. The school is kept up 
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The Bible Society. 


Jan. 6, 1826. Attended the meet- 
ing of the Bible Association, which 
is subsidiary to the Calcutta Aux- 
iliary Bible Society. The meeting 
was held in the Town Hall, which 
is a noble place for such a purpose, 
being large enough to accommo- 
date 1,500 people. The attendance 
was very respectable, both as to 
numbers and rank. Many of the 
speeches were very good, especial- 
ly as breathing atruly pious spi- 
rit. Archdeacon Corrie presided. 
He, together with Dr. Carey, in 
noticing the benefits resulting from 
the distribution of the Scriptures, 
mentioned the change, which had 
taken place in Calcutta since their 
arrival in the country. There was 
then but one protestant place of 
worship, the Mission Church, and 
that very poorly attended. Mr. 
Brown was laboring alone, and a- 
midst much ridicule and opposition 
to raise the standard of evangeli- 
cal piety. The’ Sabbath was al- 
most universally disregarded. In- 
deed, except by the hoisting of a 
flag at the fort on Sunday morn- 
ings, it was scarcely known when 
the Sabbath came. Religion had 
little or no countenance from the 
existing authorities, and to hold a 
Bible meeting in such a place as 
that in which we were assembled, 
was a thing which could not have 
been dreamed of. The great change 
which has taken place, the mani- 
fest progress of evangelical princi- 
ples and evangelical piety, was also 
noticed by others in their speeches 
in a grateful and affecting manner. 
The archdeacon alluded with much 
feeling, to the labours of his friend 
and companion, both at college and 
in this country, the lamented Hen- 
ry Martyn; also to his endeared 
connexion with Mr. Thomason, of 
whose useful labours, India was 
about to bedeprived. The assem- 








bly appeared to receive a good im- 
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pression, and separated with more 
love to each other, and, it is to be 
hoped, with more resolute devoted- 
ness to the cause of the Bible, than 
they brought with them to the 
meeting. 


The Orphan School. 


13. Visited the Orphan School 
at Kidderpore. This institution is 
divided into the upper and lower 
erphan school, in both of which 
there is a male and female depart- 
ment. The upper school is for the 
country born children of officers, 
and the lower for those of soldiers. 
In all, there are from 900 to 1,000 
children, wholly supported. It is 
a government Institution, and sup- 
ported in fact by deductions made 
from the pay of all the military of- 
ficers in the service. Itisa splen- 
did establishment, especially that 
part of it which is for the female 
ehildren of officers. They have a 
large and splendid house, pleasant- 
ly situated, near a creek, hand- 
somely furnished, and supplied 
with every accommodation. | 


BOMBAY MISSION. 

The following letter, addressed to one 
ef the ladies of the Missionary Associa- 
tion in Utica, N. Y- by Mrs. Graves, has 
been communicated to us for insertion. 
It shows an excellent spirit, but affords 
affecting proof that while the harvest is 
great the labourers are few. 

[Western Recorder. 


Bomsay, June 19, 1826. 


My Dear Mars.**** I have some- 
thing cheering to write, though I 
think I just hinted at the subject 
in my letter by the Cornelia. It is 
the subject of female education in 
this part of India. We have now 
in operation seven schools, com- 
prising about 200 girls. These are 


learning portious of scripture, 


christian hymns, catechisms, kc. 
&c. How delighted would you 
be, my dear sister, to see so many 








little-creatures learning to praise 
their great Creator! I have only 
time to say to you now, that with- 
out help from home, (I do not 
mean pecuniary aid, altogether,) 
these schools must soon fail. The 
prospect is, that I shall be a solita- 
ry female here, to take care of all 
the schools that are to be establish- 
ed. The prospect is, that our two 
widowed sisters will soon leave us 
for another station. It is thought 
that funds can be procured 4ere, 
to support a hundred schools. But 
O, my dear sister, how sad to re- 
late! Vo females can be found to 
superintend them; no one, but the 
three belonging to our mission, has 
a sufficient knowledge of the lan- 
guage to undertake this work — 
Were I in America, with my_pre- 
sent knowledge of the wretched 
condition of the females here, I 
would be one to propose to send a 
female missionary to Bombay.— 
Yes, I think my duty would be 
plain, in regard to using my influ- 
ence to form associations for send- 
ing such help. I know it would 
be thought a novel thing; but if.a 
missionary were coming out, I 
think many females might be found 
who would rejoice to devote them- 
selves to this noble object. We 
would not object to a missionary and 
hia wife, and his or her sister coming 
out. No, my dear sister, my bow- 
els yearn over these perishing mul- 
titudes, and we seem to plead in 
vain to have help sent from Ame- 


jrica. Shall we begin to turn our 


eyes to England? What else can 
we do? My dear husband is just 
ready to drop into the grave; that 
is, we think so. He is about con- 
stantly, and performs a good deal 
of work; but is weak and frail as 
the dust, to which he must shortly 
return. As for myself, blessed be 
the Lord, who has wrought won- 
ders for me: I enjoy good health, 
and have done so for some time.— 
Do yeu understand that-we have 
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no regularly ordained missionary 
at this station now, but Mr. Graves? 
Mr. Garret is our frinter, and he 
renders essential service to the 
mission. But O, how solemn the 
scene—how gloomy our prospects. 
You know what I mean. It is in 
reference to help. Icould say ma- 
ny things, had I time; but I have 
none to spare. Tell all the dear 
sisters of your society, that I re- 
member them with affection for 
their work’s sake, though I have 
never seen them. Tell them to 
look about them, and see what the 
Lord would have them do. 


BURMAH. 

Sufferings of the Missionaries at Ava. 

At p. 363 of our last volume, we in- 
serted a letter from Dr. Judson, to the 
late Dr. Baldwin, giving a very brief his- 
tory of his treatment at Ava during the 
war between the English East India 
Company and the Burman empire. We 
shall now lay before our readers an a- 


bridgment of a more particular state- 
ment, from the penof Mrs Judson, ad- 
dressed to the late Joseph Butterworth, 
Esq. and published in the London Mis- 


sionary Register. It was written in 
March of the last year, and describes a 
series of sufferings, the like to which 
are not often to be narrated in the histo- 
ry of missions. 

It would seem, that the Burman goy- 
ernment had no idea the English were in 
earnest in their threats of war, until Ran- 
goon was taken Consequently, the re- 
port of that event was heard with sur- 
prise and amazement. As soon as an ar- 
my had been sent down the river, char- 
ged with a commission to captivate the 
hostile strangers, or drive them from the 
country, and the government had leisure 
for reflection, it was concluded that there 
must be spies in the country, who had 
invited the foreigners over; and three 
English merchants, named Rogers, Gau- 
ger, and Laird, were suspected to be the 
spies, and were arrested and confined. 
In examining the accounts of Mr, Gau- 
ger, it was found, that the two missiona- 
ries, Judson and Price, had taken money 
of him, which brought upon them, also, 
the suspicion of being spies. Until this 
discovery, the king had refuséd to mo- 
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lest them, believing they were, as he 
said, “true men:” but now, in an angry 
tone, he ordered both to be arrested. In 
what manner this mandate was obeyed, 
Mrs. Judson thus describes : 

On the 8th of June, a City Wri- 
ter, at the head of a dozen sava- 
ges, with one whose marked face 
denoted him an executioner, rush- 
ed into the house and demanded 
Mr. Judson. “You are called by 
the king,” said the Writer, (a 
mode of expression when about to 
execute the king’s order,) and in- 
stantly the small cord was pro- 
duced by the spotted face, who 
roughly seized Mr. Judson, threw. 
him on the floor, and tied his hands 
behind him. The scene was now 
dreadful. The little children were 
screaming with fear—the Bur- 
mans in ouremploy running here 
and there, endeavoring to escape 
the hands of those unfeeling wret- 
ches; and the Bengalservants mute 
with amazement and horror, at the 
situation in which they saw their 
master. I offered money to the 
executioner, and entreated him to 
untie Mr. Judson; but in vain were 
my tears and entreaties: they led 
him away. I knew not whither; 
and I was left guarded by ten men, 
who had received strict orders to 
confine me close, and let no one 
go in or out. I retired to my 
room; and attempted to pour out 
my soul to Him, who, for our 
sakes, was bound and led away to 
execution; and even in that dread- 
ful moment I experienced a degree 
of consolation hardly to be ex- 
pected. ' 

In this employment she was not allow- 
ed to be long engaged, but was ordered 
to come out, for the purpose of examina- 
tion before one of the magistrates. Hav- 
ing destroyed her papers, she came 
forth, and her name, age, and country, 
were noted down, and the names of four 
little Burman girls, and of the two Ben- 
galees in her service; and all were pro- 
nounced to be slaves to the king, and as 
such, were placed under a guard of ten 
Burmans. 
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It was now—continues Mrs. Jud- 
son—near evening: with what anx- 
iety I waited the return of our faith- 
ful Moung Ing, who had followed 
Mr. Judson at a short distance, to 
see what became of him! I had 
then no doubt but I could procure 
the release of Mr. Judson if he had 
not been executed, by getting a pe- 
tition presented to the queen: but 


I was also a prisoner, and could not | 


move out of the house. After dark, 
Moung Ing returned, with the in- 
telligence that he saw Mr. Judson 
conducted to the court-house, and 
thence to the death-prison, the 
gates of which were closed, and he 
saw no more. What a night was 
now before me! The uncertainty 
of Mr. Judson’s fate, my own un- 
protected situation, and the savage 
conduct of the ten Burmans, all 
conspired to make it the most 
dreadful night that I ever passed. 
{ barred the doors, and retired with 
the four Burman children into the 
inner room. The guards were 
constantly ordering me to unbar 
the gates, and come out, as they 
could not be assured of my safety 
if I remained within. They next 
threatened to go in, and inform the 
magistrate that I had secreted my- 
self; and that they must not be 
blamed if I made my escape; find- 
ing themselves unsuccessful in 
their demands, they took the two 
servants and made their feet fast 
in the stocks; as I apparently took 
no notice of this, they ordered the 
stocks to be raised, which makes 
the situation of the person confined 
extremely painful: this I could not 
bear to see; aud promised them all 
a present in the morning, if they 
would release the servants. The 
next morning I sent Moung Ing 
with a piece of silver, in order to 
gain admission to the prison to as- 
certain the real situation of Mr. 
Judson. Dr. Price and the three 
Englishmen were all confined in the 
inner prison, each with three pair 
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of iron fetters; and fastened to a 
long pole. | 

Mrs. J. having sent a petition to the 
governor of the city to be allowed ‘to vi- 
sit him with a present, she soon received 


an order to wait on him, which she glad- 


ly obeyed. After hearing attentively 
her description of the brutal manner of 
Dr. Judson’s arrest, and his present situ- 
ation; the governor manifested consider- 
able feeling, severely reprimanded the 
Writer who had allowed such treatment 
and then assured Mrs. J. that he would 
make the situation of the “Teachers” 
more comfortable. He referred her, 
however, to his head Writer, whom he 
called and introduced to her. 

I shuddered to look at the man; 
for a more forbidding countenance 
was surely never before seen. I 
found, to my sorrow, that, under 
the governor, he had much to do 
with the prison, and had power to 
make us suffermuch. He took me 
aside, and told me, that if I wished 
to make the situation of the mis- 
sionaries more tolerable, [ must 
bring him two hundred tickals and 
two pieces of fine cloth, on the re- 
ception of which he would release 
Dr. Price and Mr. Judson from the 
hole and put them in another build- 
ing, where I should be allowed to 
send them pillows and mats to 
sleep on, and their daily food. At 
the same time I obtained an order 
from the governor for an interview 
with Mr. Judson; and for the first 
time in my life, looked into ‘the in- 
terior of a Burman prison. The 
wretched and ghastly appearance 
of the missionaries produced fee- 
lings indescribable, and forbade a 
moment’s hesitation in producing 
the sum demanded, for their tem- 
porary relief. Mr. Judson was al- 
lowed to hobble to the door of the 
prison, and after five minutes’ con- 
versation, I was ordered to depart 
by a voice and in a manner to 
which I had been unaccustomed, 
and which convinced me that those 
underlings felt that we were entire- 
ly in their power. Our house was 
two miles from the prison; and, 
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knowing that nothing could be 
done without money, I had provi- 
ded myself with a considerable sum 
in the morning, which enabled me 
to pay the two hundred. tickals 
without delay; and the same even- 
ing, had the consolation of hearing 
that Mr. Judson and Dr. Price 
were in a better prison. 

The next object of Mrs. J. was to get 
a petition presented to the queen, abro- 
ther of whom was by far the most pow- 
erful man in the empire—She accord- 
ingly waited on the brother’s wife, a 
woman of low origin, but proud, haugh- 
ty, and ambitious, and requested her to 
deliver the petition. If, however, it was 
ever presented to the queen, it exerted 
no influence. 





The next morning, she saw three of | 


the king’s officers pass, and was inform- 
ed, that they had gone to take possession 
of Mr. Gauger’s property; and that on 
the morrow, the mission house would be 
searched. She therefore spent the day in 
making arrangements to save as much as 
possible, knowing the danger of abso- 
lute starvation, unless some of their pro- 
perty was preserved; a precaution, which 
the occurrences of the next day evinced 
to have been wise, for the officers of the 
king left nothing behind them of all they 
saw, which they regarded as valuable. 
For the next seven months, hard- 
ty aday passed in which I did not 
visit some one member of govern- 
ment, in order to interest their feel- 
ings in our behalf. The king’s mo- 
ther, sister, and brother, each in 
turn, exerted their influence in our 
favor, but, so great was their fear 
of the queen, that neither of them 
ventured to make a direct applica- 
tion to his majesty, and, although 
my various efforts were useless as 
to their grand object, yet the hopes 
which they exerted kept our minds 
from sinking, and enabled us to en- 
dure our long imprisonment better 
than we otherwise could have done. 
The last person to whom I ap- 
plied, was the celebrated Bundoo- 
lah, just previous to his departure 
for Rangoon. He had gained some 
advantages over the native soldiers 


at Arracan, 200 of whom he: had‘} 
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sent as prisoners to Ava; this, to- 
gether with the circumstance of 
his having two or three thousand 
English muskets, gained him a 
most favorable reception at court; 
and every honor in the power of 
the king to bestow, was heaped up- 
on him. He had the entire manage- 
ment of affairs, and in fact was the 
real king of the country, With 
fear and trembling I presented to 
him a written petition for the li- 
beration oi Dr. Price and Mr. Jud- 
son: he listened to the petition at- 
tentively, made some inquiries re- 
lative to our coming to Ava, aud 
then said that he would reflect on 
the subject—**Come ‘again to-mur- 
row.” My hopes were now more 
sanguine than ever, but the morrow 
dashed them all, when the proud 
Bundoolah uttered—“I shall soon 
return from Rangoon, when I will 
release the Teachers, with all the 
other prisoners.” 

The war was now prosecuted 
with all the energy of which the 
Burmans are capable. Their ex- 
pectations of complete victory were 
high; for their general was invin- 
cible, and the glory of their king 
would accompany their armies. — 
The government talked loudly of 
taking Bengal, when they had dri- 
ven the presumptuous creatures 
from their own territories; and of 
destroying from the earth every 
white-taced stranger. So great 
was their hatred to the very ap- 
pearance of a foreigner, that [ i're- 
quently trembled when walking the 
Streets; and, that I might not im- 
mediately be recognized as a stran- 
ger, and sometimes gain admission 
to Mr. Judson’s prison, I adopted 
the Burman dress altogether. 

Extortion and oppression had 
now become so familiar to us, that 
we daily expected their appearance 
in some new garb or other. Some- 
times, for ten days together, I was 
not allowed to see Mr. Judson, and 
even then, could gain admittance 
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only after dark, when I was obliged 
to return to our house, two miles, 
' without an attendant. 

The means which we invented 
for communication, were such as 
necessity alone could have sug- 
gested. AtfirstI wrote to him on 
a flat cake, baked for the purpose, 
and buried itin a bowl of rice; and 
in return, he communicated his si- 
tuation on a piece of tile, on which, 
when wet with water, the writing 
became invisible, but when dried, 
perfectly legible. But after some 
months’ experience, we found that 
the most convenient as well as sa- 
fest mode of writing, was to roll 
up a chit, and put it in the nose of 
a coffee-pot, in which I sent his tea. 
These circumstances may appear 
trivial; but they serve to show to 
what straits and shifts we were 
driven; it was a crime of the high- 
est nature, to be found making 
communications to a prisoner,how- 
ever nearly related. 

Bundoolah departed from Ava, 
in all the pomp and splendor ima- 
ginable: commanding an army of 
between 40,000 and 50,C00 men; he 
was to join the Prince Thar-yar- 
wa-dee, who had marched some 
months before at the head of an 
equal number. The first two or 
three reports of the invincible gen. 
eral were of the most flattering na- 
ture, and were joyfully received by 
the firing of cannon. Now—Ran- 
goon was surrounded by the Bur- 
man troops; then—the fort of the 
Pagoda was taken, and guns and 
ammunition sufficient for the Bur- 
man army, should the war continue 
ever so long: and next—his majes- 
ty might expect to hear, that not a 
white face remained in Rangoon! 
But no such report ever came— 
the cannons ceased to fire on the 
arrival of a boat—and soon it was 
whispered about, that the Burmans 
were defeated, and thousands of 
them killed, among whom were 
many officers, and that Bundoolah 
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and the few that remained, had fled 
to Donaboo. With what anxiety 
did we listen for the report, “The 
English are advancing !” for, in the 
arrival of foreign troops, consisted 
our only hope of deliverance. 

The war now dragged on heavi- 
ly on the part of the Burmans; and 
though the king and government 
continued to supply Bundoolah 
with what he required, yet their 
confidence in him was shaken, and 
their hopes far from sanguine. 

News at length came, that the Eng- 
lish army was advancing, and had come 
within 20 miles of Donaboo. Ava was 
consequently in confusion, and the queen 
began to send away her immense trea- 
sure. This was in March, and the hot 
season had commenced, which, in that 
place, is peculiarly severe. 

The white prisoners were all put 
inside of the common prison, in 
five pair of irons each; and where 
they were so crowded with Bur- 
man thieves and robbers, that they 
had not sufficient room to lie down. 
There were at the time near a hun- 
dred prisoners, all in one room, 
without a window or a hole for the 
admittance of air, and the door 
half closed. 

Again did Mrs. J. apply to the govern- 
or for a mitigation of their case, but in 
vain. The old man shed tears at her 
distress, but said his orders were from a 
high quarter, and he could not comply 
with her request. He had even been 
commanded privately to execute all the 
white prisoners, and to keep them close- 
ly confined, was the least he could do. 
He ordered, however, that they should 
be allowed to go outside of their door to 
eat their rice, and that, when within, 
they should be placed as near the door 
as possible. 

The heat was now dreadful, and the 
confined air depriving the white prison- 
ers of inclination for food, their appear- 
ance became mere like that of the dead 
than of the living. Daily did Mrs. Jud- 
son visit the governor, to entreat his pi- 
ty. Sometimes he seemed half inclined 
to listen; but was doubtless restrained 
by fear of higher authority. 

It was now reported, that the English 
troops had reached Donahoo, and that 
Bundoolah was dead. The report hav- 
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ing been conveyed officially to his ma- 
jesty, he was mute with disappointment, 
and the queen smote on her breast in 
despair. 

A Woongyee, or minister of state, who 
had once possessed greatinfluence, but 
had fallen into disgrace, thought this a 
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had all been taken out, and he knew 
| not where they were carried. With- 
out speaking to the governor, I ran 
| down stairs into the street, hoping 
| to catch a sight of them; but they 
| were beyond the reach of my eye. 


good opportunity to retrieve his charac- |! | inquired of all whom I met, which 
ter, and regain his influence. He is call- |; way the white prisoners were gone; 


ed by Mrs. Judson the Pagan Woongyee: 
He petitioned for the command of the 
army, and engaged to drive the English 
from Burmah. Immediately all power 
was vested in him. His inveterate ha- 


tred to foreigners, was soon manifested, | 


and all who had escaped oppression hi- 
therto, now fell into his merciless hands. 


Mr. Judson had now been in close 
confinement, and in five pair of fet- 
ters, fora month, and with anguish 
indescribable, I saw him sinking 
under the weight of his sufferings. 
He was taken with a high fever.— 
My disiress and entreaties now 
prevailed with the governor of the 
city to give a written order to re- 
move Mr. Judson from the com- 
mon prison into a little bamboo 
room, six feet long. and four wide. 
I also obtained an order to give 
him medicine, and visit him when- 
ever I wished. I had removed into 
the governor’s compound, and was 
living in a bamboo house, where 
the thermometer daily rose to 106°; 
but thought myself happily situa- 
ted to be near the prison, and al- 
lowed to visit Mr. Judson, who be- 
gan now to hope that he should re- 
cover from the fever, as his situa- 
tion was so much better than be- 
fore. 

But new and dreadful trials were 
yet before us. I had gone in one 
morning to give Mr. Judson his 
breakfast, and intended spending a 
few hours as usual, when the gov- 
ernor, in great haste, sent for me. 
I was agreeably disappointed on 
appearing before him, to find that 
he had nothing in earticular to 
communicate, and that he was un- 
commonly kind and obliging. He 
had detained mea long time, when 
a servant came in hastily, and whis- 
yered that the foreign prisoners 


| 


| 


| 


| but noone knew. I returned again 
| to the governor, who declared that 
he was perfectly ignorant of their 
fate; and that he did not know of 
their being taken out of prison till 
a few moments before. This was 
all false; as he had evidently been 
detaining me, to avoid my witness- 
ing the scene that was to follow. 
He also said, with a meaning coun- 
tenance, “You can dono more for 
your husband; take care of your- 
self.’ This was a day never to be 
forgotten. I retired to my little 
bamboo house, and endeavored to 
obtain comfort from the only true 
source; but my mind was in sucha 
distracted state, that I could not 
steadily reflect on any thing. This 
one thought occupied my mind to 
the exclusion of every other—that 
I had seen Mr. Judson for the last 
time, and that he was now probably 
in a state of extreme agony. In the 
evening I heard that the prisoners 
were sent to Ummerapoorah; but 
what was to be their fate was not 
yet known. The next day I obtain- 
ed a pass from government to fol- 
low Mr. Judson, with my little 
Maria, who was then only three 
months old; and with one Bengalee 
servant, set out on my journey. 
We reached the government house 
at Ummerapoorah; and were in- 
formed that the prisoners had been 
sent off two hours before to Oung- 
pen-lay, (a place similarto Botany 
Bay,) whither I immediately fol- 
lowed. I found Mr. Judson in a 
most wretched state. He had been 
dragged outof his little room the 
day before: his shoes, hat, and 
clothes, excepting his shirt and 








pantaloons, had been taken from 
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him, and, in his feeble state of 
health, and in the hottest part of 
the day, he had been literally driven 
ten miles with a rope tied round 
his waist. His feet were torn in 
such a manner, that for six weeks, 
he was unable to stand. He was 
nearly exhausted with pain and fa 
tigue, when a servant of Mr. Gau- 
ger’s, who had followed iis mas- 
ter, took from his head his turban, 
gave part of itto Mr. Judson, who 
hastily wrapped it about his feet, 
which enabled him to proceed 
without sinking. He and Doctor 
Price were now chained together, 
and, with the other prisoners, put 
inside of a small wood prison al- 
most gone to decay. We after- 
wards were informed that the Pa- 
gan Woongyee had sent the fo- 
reigners to this place, with a view 
to sacrifice them, in order to se- 
cure success in bis contemplated 
expedition: but the king, suspect- 
ing him of treasonable intentions, 
caused him to be executed before 
he had time to accomplish his de- 
signs. 

I here obtained a little room from 
one of the jailors, where I passed 
six months of constant and severe 
suffering. Mr. Judson was much 
more comfortably situated than 
when in the city prison, as he 
had only one pair of fetters; and, 
when recovered from his fever and 
wounds, was allowed to walk in 
the prison enclosure. But I was 
deprived of every single conve- 
nience; and my health, which had 
enabled me to bear severe trials hi- 
therto, now began to fail. I was 
taken with one of the country dis- 
orders; and, for two months, was 
unable to go to Mr. Judson’s pri- 
son. Our little Maria, who had just 
recovered from the small-pox, was 
near starving to death, as I could 
neither obtain a nurse nor a drop 
of milk in the village. But our 
merciful Father preserved us all 
through these dreadful scenes; ‘and, 








at the expiration of six months, an 
order arrived for the release of Mr. 
Judson, and I was allowed to return 
to our house in town. 

The king was much in want of 
an interpreter; and, from selfish 
motives, had given orders for the 
release of Mr. Judson, who was 
immediately conducted to the Bur- 
mese camp, then at Wialown, 
where he remained six weeks, 
translating for his majesty; he was 
then sent back to Ava; and, as a 
reward for his services, ordered 
back to the Oung-pen, to prison: 
but before the order could be exe- 
cuted, I sent* Moung Ing to Koung- 
tong, who was now high in office, 
and had for along time manifested 
a disposition to help us; and begged 
that he would intercede for Mr. 
Judson, and prevent his being sent 
again to prison. Koung-tong com- 
plied with my request, offering to 
become security for Mr. Judson, 
and took him to his house, where 
he was kent a pri-oner at large 
nearly two months longer. 

The British troops were new so 
rapidly advancing, that the king 
and government felt the necessity 
of taking some measures to pre- 
vent their arrival at the capital. 
They had several times refused to 
listen to the terms which Sir Ar- 
chibald Campbell had offered; but 
they now saw that there was no 
other hope for the preservation of 
the “golden city.” Mr. Judson 
was daily called to the palace, and 
his opinion requested in all their 
proceedings; and the government 
finally entreated him to go as their 
ambassador to the English camp. 
This he entirely declined; but ad- 
vised their sending Dr. Price, who 
had no objection to going. Dr. Price 
being unsuccessful in his mission, 
on his return Mr. Judson was ta- 


*Il was then unable to move, having 
been ill with typhus fever in Mr. Jud- 
son’s absence, in which I lost my reason, 
and was senseless several days. 
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ken by force, and sent with him 
again. Sir Archibald had, before 
this, demanded us, together with 
the other foreign prisoners; but the 
king had refused, saying, “I'hey 
are my people, let them remain.” 
We then did not venture to express 
a wish to leave the country, fearing 
that we should be immediately sent 
to prison. Mr. Judson communi- 
cated our real situation tothe gen- 
eral, who, with all the feelings of a 
British officer, now demanded us in 
a way that his majesty dared not re- 
fuse; and, on the 2Ist of February, 
after an imprisonment of nearly 
two years, we took our leave of the 
“golden city” and all its magnifi- 
cence, and turned our faces to- 
wards the British camp, then with- 
in 40 miles of Ava. 

No one can conceive our joy, 
when we had safely passed the Bur- 
man camp; for then we felt indeed 
that we were once mere free, and 
out of the powér of those whose 
tender mercies arecruel. The Bri- 
tish general received us with all 
that kindness and hospitality for 
which your countrymen are so far 
famed, provided us with every 
comfort during a fortnight’s resi- 
dence at the camp, and kindly sent 
us on to Rangoon in his gun-boat. 
We deeply feel the kindness of Sir 
Archibald Campbell, for, under the 
direction of Providence, he has 
been the means of delivering us 
from the iron grasp of the Bur- 
mans. May God reward him a 
hundred fold, and prepare him for 
the future enjoyment of heaven! 

| Missionary Herald, 


FRANCE. 


Protestant Evangelical Societies. 

Wecontinue our translations and 

abstract, in relation to the Pro- 

testant Evangelical Societies in 
France. 

The Missionary Society. _ 

The “Society for Evangelical 








Missions among uations not Chris- 
tian,” held its third annual meet- 
ing at Paris, on the 14th of April. 

Count Ver Huell, peer of France 
and vice-admiral, is the president 
of this Society. His absence from 
the annual meeting is thus noti- 
ced by M. Stapfer, who presided 
as one of the vice-presidents. 

“Unhappily, the attentions de- 
manded by the sickness of a be- 
loved son, have detained Count 
Ver Huell nearly a year from Paris; 
but I need not say to you, gentle- 
men, that his residence in the south 
of France, does not prevent him 
from taking a lively interest in our 
Society, watching the success of 
its efforts, and directing our labors 
by his valuable counsels, indica- 
ting a sound judgment and a heart 
devoted tothe sacred cause, which 
we are aiming to advance,”’ 

After concluding his long and 
animated address at the opening 
of the meeting, the president was 
informed that the hall, where they 
were assembled, was entirely full, 
and great numbers were unable to 
enter. The Society on -hearing 
this, removed to the Reformed 
Church. 

From the Annual Report, it ap- 
pears, that the committee are sig- 
nally devoted to the interests of the 
Society, and assiduous in their ef- 
forts to increase its strength and 
usefulness: nor are their efforts 
without success. Eleven new Aux- 
iliaries were added during the year 
to the thirteen previously existing. 
The receipts into the treasury, a- 
mounted to 34,369 francs. The 
Protestant Clergy are greatly in- 
terested in this Society, and sup- 
port it with their influence. 

“Let us rejoice,” say the com- 
mittee, “at seeing the pastors ofour 
churches, every where, almost 
without exception, taking the lead 
in these religious operations, which 
give so much cause to bless God.”’ 

This Society hasunder its pa- 
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tronage, a Seminary for the edu- 
cation of missionaries, which con- 
tains six pupils, represented to be 
ardently devoted to the cause of 
missions, and assiduous in qualify- 
ing themselves to engage in it.— 
Other young men are preparing to 
enter this school. 

Extracts from the correspond- 
ence with auxiliary societies, are 
inserted. A letter from Nismes, 
says: 

“The first Monday of January, 
1826, saw the Monthly Concert 
commenced with a great concourse 
of people. The church was full. 
The contributions surpass our ex- 
pectations. The people take a 
lively interest in our enterprise; 
they converse about it; bear a part 
in it; and all say, that, by the bless- 
ing of God, it will prosper.” 

This auxiliary sent to the parent 
Society 846 francs. 

The auxiliary at Bourdeaux sent 
1200 francs, which, they say, is on- 
ly in anticipation of what they ex- 
pect to send after their general 
meeting. In their communica- 
tions, they add— 

+“You perceive that our second 
year promises a continued increase 
in our receipts. As to zeal in be- 
half of missions, itis great among 
all our members; each of us endea- 
vours to make the cause in which 
we are engaged, generally known 
and favourably regarded. The 
wonders every where wrought by 
the truth of God, and the clear 
proofs that He crowns it with his 
blessing, are the best arguments 
that we canuse. Inall things, we 
know that we can do nothing with- 
out Him; we therefore earnestly 
implore His mercy and His bless- 
ing, both upon ourselves and upon 
our fellow-men.” 

President Edwards’ tract on 
Union in Prayer for the spread of 
the Gospel, has been republished 
and circulated. The Monthly Con- 
cert for prayer, is extensively re- 


FRANCE, 








425 


garded by the Protestant Church- 
es, and collections in aid of mis- 
sions, are taken, as in this country; 
the poor, and children in Sunday 
schools, bring in their mites; fe- 
male auxiliaries and associations 
of various classes of people, are 
formed, and in all the movements 
of the Protestant Churches, rela- 
tive to missions, we may trace the 
operation of real piety; and, encou- 
raged by the rapid progress made 
during the last three or four years, 
we may hope, that the time is 
drawing nigh, when France will 
not only be evangelized itself, but 
when it will become a powerful 
ally to those nations which are en- 
gaged in sending the Gospel to the 
heathen. 

All this feeling, and these actively 
increasing efforts, are among the 
Protestants of France—a body of 
Christians, which has been strug- 
gling for existence these three cen- 
turies, and which is now depressed 
and overborne by the Catholics. 

It is pleasing to know, that, 
while the French Protestants are 
becoming interested in the pro- 
gress of Christianity among the 
heathen, and in the general pros- 
perity of the church, the spirit of 
vital, active piety, is reviving a- 
mong its own members. Such has 
been the influence of a zeal for fo- 
reign missions on the American 
churches; and the fact, that a 
church, which desires, and labours 
to promote the salvation of the 
heathen, will feel the value and 
power of the Gospel, and labour 
successfully to diffuse it at home, 
is wel] introduced and explained in 
the following paragraph, which we 
translate from an address contain- 
ed in the Report before us. 

“The great benefits growing out 
of our evangelical missions—the 
spiritual benefits—are not limited 
to the Pagans, the Mahometans, 
and the Jews, to whom they are the 
means of sending the divine and 
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saving light of the Gospel. They 
exert an influence on ourselves al- 
so: the good which they do to fo- 
reign and Pagan nations, is return- 
ed back upon ourselves, and upon 
nations where Christianity has long 
been known, but where it greatly 
needs to be reanimated, and ren- 
dered active. Some one has very 
justly remarked—and it is well ne- 
ver to lose sight of it—that our so- 
cieties for evangelical missions are 
not established for ourselves—they 
are not designed to spread Chris- 
tianity in the interior of France— 
but to send it to nations not yet 
evangelized; but how can we inte- 
rest ourselves in the progress of 
the Gospel among distant nations, 
and in the salvation of men whom 
we never knew, without ardently 
desiring, at the same time, that this 
Gospel should shed its light up- 
on ourselves, and upon our own 
churches—without having near at | 
heart, our own salvation, the salva- | 
tion of our friends and fellow-citi- | 
zens, and the salvation of that mul- 
titude which are all around us, and 
the great mass of whom are walk- 
ing in that broad way which lead- 
eth to destruction.” —{ Jd, 





SY 
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IDOLATRY AND SUPERSTITION 
OF THE CHINESE. 

The Chinese are a most in- 
dustrious, ingenious, and sagaci- 
ous people, but are amongst the 
grossest idolaters, if not the most 
so of any people. We find them 
every where worshipping their an- 
cestors’ images, and painted re- 
presentations of their gods; burn- 
ing gilt paper to the souls of their 
departed relatives, to serve as mo- 
ney for them in the other world ! 

At Buitenzorg, we actually found 
a French engraving of a bust of 
Bonaparte, in a gilt frame, placed, 
as an object of worship, over an 
altar-table in a Chinaman’s house, 
having wax and incense tapers bur- 








ning before it! To try what value 
was put on this picture, we endea- 
voured to purchase it; but the man 
said it could not be parted with, 
because ¢hey worshipped it; but he 
could not, would not, tell us why 
they worshipped the picture On 
returning rather suddenly into the 
room, we found the old man lifting 
up his hands in worship to the pic- 
ture of the late Ex-emperor. 
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The following summary, which 
we make from the twenty-sixth 
annual report of this society, will 
give our readers a view of the la- 
bours undertaken by the Church in 
Great Britain, to enlighten and 
evangelize the heathen. The re- 
ceipts during the past year amount 
to more than FoRrY-sIxX THOUSAND 
POUNDS, its expenditures during the 
same time were forty-one thousand 
pounds, 

Ten European labourers under 
the direction of this Society, were 
in this short period, called by 
death, trom their warfare to their 
eternal rest. Its Seminary for tke 
education of Missionaries was 
opened in 1825, with 12 students. 
In the year embraced in the report 
forty-two participated in its ad- 
vantages; sixteen of these have 
now gone to their respective sta- 
tions in the heathen world. 

In concluding their report the 
committee say, that: amidst the 
various wants which the society 
eXperiences, the most urgent is 
that, of FAITHFUL AND ZEALOUS MEN, 
who are willing to devote them- 
selves to this cause. 

“The number of those who offer, 
it is true, does not diminish; but 
the supply does not keep pace with 
the demand. While Christians are 
becoming more interested in Mis- 
sionary Objects—while the Funds 
of the Society are increasine— 
while opportunities of usefulness 
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are opening—while Christian 
teachers are welcomed by the Hea- 
then, and the fields are whitening 
to the Harvest—there are but few, 
comparatively,to gather it in; and 
their number bears a very undue 
proportion to the exigencies of the 
society. The love of science, of 
conquest, of gain, induces thou- 
sands to go forth from their native 
land, disregarding separation from 
family and friends, and braving 
danger and enduring hardship in 
all their multiplied forms. Ought 
the love of Christ to be a less pow- 
erful principie? Shall situations 
of honour and emolument, in dis- 
tant lands and unhealthy climates, 
be sought for with avidity by men 
of the world, and shall so few, a- 
mong the disciples of the Saviour, 
aspire to the distinguished privi- 
lege of becoming His ambassadors 
and the heralds of his mercy to pe- 
rishing sinners? 

The Committee trust that the 
statement of this fact will have its 
influence on the friends of the mis- 
sionary cause; that they will be- 
come more adequately impressed 


with the greatness of the harvest, |: 
beginning to give way, though 
_ darkness prevails through the land. 


and the fewness of the labourers; 
and will, with uplifted hands and 
hearts, in secret and social prayer, 
commend this subject to the Great 
Head of the Church. Let the ser- 


vants of God regard the wants of |) 
_which shall not be so fluctuating 


| as at present. 


the Society as so many occasions 
for the pleasing fulfilment of his 
encouraging promises, and for im- 
ploring the outpouring of his Ho- 
ly Spirit. Their faith and patience 
may be tried; but not the shadow 
of a doubt hangs over the issue of 
their warfare. The great Deceiver 
of the nations shall be bound at the 
appointed season. God will, in his 
own time, accomplish the number 
of his elect, and glorify himself.in 
the triumphant establishment of 


his kingdom over all the powers of: 


darkness: He will make bare His 
holy arm in the eyes of all nations, 
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and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the Salvation of our God.” 


AUSTRALASIA—(NEW ZEALAND.) 
Church Missionary Society. 

From the latest accounts relat- 
ing to this mission, we select the 
following interesting facts. 

The natives, says Mr. Williams, 
acknowledge their ignorance; and 
when any one goes among them, 
they will assemble, young and old, 
to hear and to ask questions. We 
have been asked by some chiefs, 
whose places we have passed by in 
going to others, why we would not 
visit them, and give them instruc- 
tion in religion: at another place, 
they tabooed a drinking vessel for 
us, that we might have some clean 
water when we came to converse 
with them: ata third place, as soon 


as they saw us coming, they would 
fetch a piece of plank, and place it 


foraseatforus. As we visit them 
for one purpose only, these little 


i marks of attention may be consi- 
dered as encouraging intimations 
that the power and influence of the 


Wicked One over these people is 


The children in the schools are 
very quick in learning; and I doubt 


‘not, but, in a little time, a consider- 


able number may be assembled, 


Mr. Williams adds, in December 
last— 

Within these nine months, the 
general behaviour of the natives is 
surprisingly altered; and the desire 
for instruction is becoming more 
general, Those who are in our 
employ are mostly grown up: but 
they show every disposition to 
learn to read and write, and are not 
backward in conversing on religi- 
ous subjects. 

Mr. Richard Davis writes, in the 
same month— 
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A very material and visible 
change has taken place in the na- 
tives, during the last six months. 
If we are diligent, the Lord will 
soon abundantly bless our labours: 
nay, He has blessed them already 
in an encouraging degree—to His 
great Name be all the glory! We 
have, this summer, made it a point 
to dissuade the Natives from going 
to war; and, blessed be God! we 
have succeeded far, very far, be- 
yond our expectations. 

Mr. Clarke, in the beginning of 
January, thus enters, somewhat at 
large, into this subject— 

You willlearn with pleasure that 
our prospects of usefulness are 
daily brightening—that prejudices 
are daily giving way—that igno- 
rance and superstition are giving 
place to the light of the Gospel. 
This will appear evident, if we 
compare the past conduct of the 
Natives with the present. 

When I first arrived in New Zea- 
land, it was no uncommon thing to 
hear the Natives say that we came 
among them with the design of 
serving ourselves: their land, their 
timber, their pigs, and their pota- 
toes, they expected would most 
demand our attention: and hence 
it was common to hear them say, 
“Will you come and live with me 
at my place, for I have plenty of 
good land, good timber, and abun- 
dance of pigs and potatoes? Will 
you not come and live with me?” 
Now, we rarely hear such things 
mentioned; and, at a meeting held 
by the principal chiefs at Kidde- 
kidde, they frankly acknowledged 
that they believed that we were 
acting from a principle of love to 
them; and condescended to give us 
a candid hearing ona point which, 
of all others, was most calculated 
to raise their prejudices and cre- 
ate disgust—the present and eter- 
nal consequences of their cruel 
wars; but, contrary to all expecta- 





tion, they declared, that they were 


not only not angry, but that it was 
good for us to speak to them. 

But a very little time since, the 
captains of ships were, in the esti- 
mation of the Natives, the only 
good people, because they sold 
them muskets and powder: they 
were cherished, and the Missiona- 
ries slighted; butnow, they feel, that 
in seasons of trouble, they can de- 
pend on the Missionaries, whom 
they acknowledge ready to supply 
their real wants, and that they are 
always at hand;—when ships are 
not, and therefore, could not, if 
they would, relieve them. 

Nor does Superstition, which 
once reigned with an incredible 
sway, make them the dupes of a 
mere phantom, as. it once did.— 
The native taboos begin to be bro- 
ken, and the rising generation no 
longer feel themselves bound to 
wear the shackles of their fathers: 
this appears very evident from ma- 
ny little circumstances which are 
daily occurring. I will name one 
ortwo. In planting sweet potatoes 
in my garden this season, about 
which the natives have many cere- 
monies, I asked the children and 
adults who were with me, whether 
it would not be necessary for me 
to call in a New Zealand Priest, 
that the ground might be made sa- 
cred on which they were to grow, 
and that some person might be 
made sacred to dress them, as is 
the native custom: they replied, 
that they had been led to disregard 
all such nonsensical ceremonies. 
Eating in the same houses in which 
they sleep, was a thing unheard of 
twenty years ago, but is now very 
commonly practised among our 
children and adults. The head, 
which is by far the most sacred 
thing in a New-Zealander’s estima- 
tion, the hair of which, when cut, 
is carefully collected together and 
buried in a sacred spot, now stands 
the chance of every wind and 





storm. 
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I might mention many other in- 
stances: but let the following re- 
marks suffice to show how they 
begin to disregard these sacred 
rites. Whenever a Native whois ta- 
booed comes to see us, he is asham- 
ed of his taboos, and generally 
breaks through them. ‘They are 
also gaining a knowledge of the 
theory of religion; and there are 
some very curious inquiries among 
them, to know who that Great Sa- 
viouris that we so much talk about. 
In addressing them ina body, it is 
no uncommon thing to hear them 
say— Well, this is what my child 
told me the otherday; and though 
Ido not know much about what 
the Missionaries say, yet my child 
does.”” The Young People are al- 
so very useful to us; for they often 
explain what we say to the Old Peo- 
ple, and thus render usa great 
service. At the places which we 
visit on the Sundays, we are, for 
most part, kindly received; and the 
Natives are attentive to what is 
said, and many very pertinent re- 
marks are made. They are very 
cautious about their words, when 
in our presence, that there is no- 
thing repulsive or disgusting in 
them. 

These symptoms of improve- 
ment in the natives will be hailed 
with thankfulness, by all who 
know the strength of their super- 
stition and the depth of their de- 
pravity. 


Native Superstition relative to 
Witchcraft. 
Mr. W. Hall writes on this sub- 
ject— 


Mr. King and myself, in going 
to Kiddeekiddee, when about to 
land at a spring well to get some 
water, were alarmed by nearly 
running the boat’s head on three 
human bodies, which lay close to- 
gether by the water’s edge among 
some rushes; they had all been 
killed, either early that morning 
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or the evening before. There was 
a large cooking-place near the bo- 
dies,’ and a great bundle of sticks 
lying close by, as if prepared to 
cook them: a canoe was anchored 


at a short distance from the bodies 


with marks of blood in it; but we 
saw no Natives near. When we 
arrived at Kiddeekiddee, we were 
told by the Natives there, that the 
dead bodies were those of’ three 
Slaves, who were killed for makoo- 
tooing a Chief, i. e. bewitching. or 
praying evil prayers against him, 
which caused hisjdeath. Many of 
their prisoners of war, lose their 
lives in a similar manner, entirely 
under the influence of their super- 
stitious imaginations. 

Mr. Williams seems successful- 
ly to oppose this cruel supersti- 
tion in the vicinity of Pyhea: he 
writes— 

A Chief, who raised, on one oc- 
casion, a great disturbance at Py- 
hea, “kirakied’’ or cursed us, and 
all belonging to us: the belief of 
the Natives is, that he canbewitch 
any one whom he chooses. A few 
days after the affair, a Native Girl 
who lives with us, a near relation 
of Shunghee, was taken ill with an 
inflammation of the chest.. Igave 
her medicine, and puton a blister. 
The breathing not having returned, 
I proposed to bleed her. This, 
with them, is a most desperate op- 
eration: they cannot comprehend 
it; but, as she did not object, I 
took from her a large quantity.— 
In a short time after, her: friends 
who lived near, hearing that. she 
was ill, came to see her, and cried 
over her as though she were dead: 
they shook their heads, telling me 
that shé would certainly die: I told 
them I knew that, for we should 
soon all, be dead; but they said the 
Chief who had. been to fight. us, 
being a great Priest, had bewitch- 
ed her: both the girl and her rela- 
tions felt convinced that she must 
now. die; she still remained with 
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us, and they departed. Before we 
retired for the night, she awoke, 
and was greatly agitated, and 
alarmed all the Natives about us: 
they feared that she was about to 
die: but, feeling her pulse and the 
state of her skin, I was convinced 
that her trouble arose from fright. 
I therefore ordered every one away; 
and, in the morning, she was con- 
siderably better; and continued to 
improve till she was able to return 
to her work. 

A second female was taken in 
the same way, which was attribut- 
ed tothesamecause. She was the 
wife of a neighbouring Chief, a 
friend of mine: her husband came 
to me, and I treated her nearly in 
the same way: she got well in a few 
days. 

These two cases may appear of 
little moment at first sight: but re- 
membering under what supersti- 
tion these people labour, I consider, 


that, in this neighbourhood, the 
art of bewitching has received a 
considerable shock. Many have 
expressed their astonishment, and 
have said, that, when they are ill, 
they also will come and be bled. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Red River Mission. 


The December. number of the 
London Missionary Register, pos- 
sesses more than usual interest.— 
We have been highly gratified, and 
we may add, not a little instructed 
in reading the account of the state 
of the mission at the Red River 
Colony, on the north-western bor- 
der of the United States, but with- 
in the British Territories; Red ri- 
ver being a branch of the Assinni- 
boin, with which it unites about 
seventy miles above Lake Winni- 
pec. The colony covers a large 
tract of country, with but a very 


thin population, consisting of Eng- | 
“lish, Scotch, Swiss, Germans, Ca- 








nadians, Norwegians, and half- 
breed Indians. In the year 1820, 
the Church Missionary Society sent 
out the Rev. J. West, as a mission- 
ary, and Mr. G. Harbridge as a 
schoolmaster. They met with en- 
couraging success, a small church, 
school-house, parsonage, and other 
necessary buildings were erected. 
The congregation consisted of 106 
to 130 people, and they had a Sun- 
day school, of from 40 to 50 scho- 
lars. In June 1823, Mr. West re- 
turned to England. In October of 
the same year, his place was sup- 
plied by the Rev. David T. Jones, 
towhom was added, in 1825, the 
Rey. W. Cockran and family, and 
in the same year Mr. W. Garrioch 
took the place of Mr. Harbridge, 
as school-master. Another church 
has been erected at the distance of 
afew miles from the former. We 
make a few extracts from Mr. 
Jones’ Journal and letters, as given 
in the Register. 

In June, he gives the following 
view of the progress of religion: 

The church has been crowded all the 
winter by Europeans, half-breed natives, 
and native Indians, many of whom I have 
had the consoling sight of seeing in tears 
at the love of Jesus being unfolded to 
them. Two half-breeds have, I trust, 
been added to the number of those that 
shall be saved. The influence of reli- 
gion has, last winter, shown itself at the 
hunting-grounds in the plains—in the 
observation of the Sabbath by many who 
had been accustomed to pay no regard 
to it; and who, I was glad to hear, en- 
dured with patience the scoff and ridi- 


cule of their less thoughtful countrymen. 


I could particularize many very pleasing 
instances of what I hope is the begin- 
ning of the work of grace; but I am yet 
able only to rejoice with trembling, and 
therefore forbear. I may, however, add, 
that I feel confident that the tree of life is 
now striking root at this place, which will 
eventually drop its fruits over this im- 
mense continent, and whose leaves wild 
nF for the healing of the bewildered In; 
ian. 

On another occasion Mr. Jones 

writes— 
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It is truly gratifying to my soul, onthe 
Sunday morning to look out of my win- 
dows, and see the people coming in 
groupes, as far as the eye can reach; and 
my pleasure is doubly heightened, when 
I perceive them, as they pass, to be prin- 
cipally half-bréed natives and Indians. 

In July, Mr. Jones writes— 

In visiting the people, I found, at one 
house, a settler’s wife (the most-respect- 
able of the half-breeds,) lying near her 
dissolution: she could speak only ina 
very low whisper: I addressed myself to 
her husband and relations weeping about 
her, and was going, in a short time, to 
withdraw, lest, from the peculiarity of 
her case, my presence might be burden- 
some; but, just as I was at the door, she 
burst into tears; and asked her sister if I 
was going to leave her without calling to 
God in her behalf. I returned, and wept 
too--earnestly prayed with her—and 
left herin a very composed state of mind, 


At Christmas of last year, (1824) 
Mr. Jones had the happiness of ad- 
mitting to the Lord’s Supper, the 
first native Indian: on this subject 
he writes, on the 22d of Decem- 
ber— 

1 have had several conversations with 
a female native Indian of this colony, in 
regard to her partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper. she has been most assiduous in 
the use of the means for a long time, and 
her knowledge of divine things has been 
increasing so rapidly, as to become a 
striking proof of the gracious and effi- 
cient teaching of the Holy Spirit. She 
came to-day again with her half-breed 
daughter, who is also determined to for- 
sake the world and follow Christ. I could 
not help shedding tears of joy at this ad- 
ditional proof of divine approbation af- 
forded to my labours: this is the first real 
Indian who has become a communicant. 

Last fall, an Indian came to the settle- 
ment for the benefit.of medical assist- 
ance, having had his hand shattered by 
the bursting of a gun. He isa very ex- 
traordinary man: his inquiries concern- 
ing our religion manifest a degree of in- 
telligence, which would make him shine 
as a light in the world if illuminated by 
the Sospel. He is particularly anxious to 
learn all that he can before he returns to 
his wilds in the spring, in order, as he 
says, to make his “friends and children 
more wise.” 

The half-breed young woman, just 
‘mentioned, told me to-day, that she does 
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all that she can to instruct him, but finds 
it very difficult to explain herself tohim 
in the Indian language on particular sub- 
jects: she said, “I was never so anxious 
to speak well to him as I was this morn- 
ing, and never made a worse hand of it: 
my sister and I both tried, again and 
again, but could not get on well at all.” 
“My young friend,” said I, “what were 
you so.anxious to tell him of?” She re- 
plied, “I was endeavouring to‘tell him 
what the Saviour suffered for him, and 
why it was necessary that He should suf- 
fer as He did, in order to save sinners.” 
I encouraged her to proceed in her in- 
structions with him and his wife, by set- 
ting before her the promises of God 
which bore on the subject. At the same 
time I could not but think how delighted 
many Christian ladies in England would 
be with this my young disciple. Two 


‘years ago, this young woman was as ig- 


norant as any Indian in the country; but 
now has learned to read her Bible, and 
has found a Saviour there, the sweetness 
of whese love makes her long for the 
time when her peor countrymen shall 
participate therein. Let the friends of 
missions then go on, and they shall reap 
if they faint not; yea, they do reap, in 
part, already. 

Of the Indian children in the day 


school he writes— 

The progress which these children 
have made, and are making, is highly en- 
couraging. I trust I'can say that no pains 
are spared to sow in their minds the seed 
of eternal life. The two elder speak and 
read English quite fluently: but they 
must have a grammatical knowledge of 
some language, before they can be of 
much service in fixing their own, which 
is Cree; and to this point I purpose de- 
voting my attention this winter. I am 
looking forward with pleasure to the 
time when their number shall be increas- 
ed; which I trust will be the case next 
spring, as Iam assured, by promise and 
by pledge, of assistance. 

Mr. Jones writes in reference to 
one of his Sunday evening cate- 
chisings— 

The Indian boys come, as usual, in the 
evening, to my house, to say their cate- 
chisms and to sing; and it is, indeed, the 
most pleasing part of the Sabbath to me, 
to join them in this simple service, and 
to hear them singing the praises of the 
only true God. This evening, I was 
more than usually interested, as it 
was the first time that I witnessed them 
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shedding tears. In giving out to them 
the 236th Hymn of the “Sunday Scho- 
lar’s Companion”—“Lord, while little 
Heathens bend,” it was natural that L 
should be led to tell them of the cruel- 
ties practised in the East, which are al- 
luded to in that hymn: they were all 
much affected; and one of them, an As- 
sinniboin Indian, asked, * Sir, is no school- 
master there to tell them not?”? 1 told 
them that many were gone from home to 
tell of Jesus Christ, as I had done, to 
come to them: they looked at one ano- 
ther with smiles, which indicated their 
inward approbation. 


Promising state of many half-breeds. 


Mr. Jones hopes much from the 
future assistance of the half-breed 
youths in propagating the gospel 
among the tribes of Indians which 
roam over these immense regions. 
It is with much thankfulness that 
he witnesses such favourable ap- 
pearances in this class. He thus 
speaks of them: 

I look upon this as presenting by far 
the most promising and important part 
of ray charge. The half-breeds are the 
uniting medium between us and the In- 
dians; they speak their language, and 
are accustomed to their modes and habits 
of life; and I trust 1 may add, that they 
are, taken collectively, a very promising 
part of our community; they have been 
regular and attentive to instruction, dur- 
ing the whole of the time I have been 
among them; and I have the happiness 
to see that some of them manifest a con- 
cern for their eternal interests. 

A number of these half-breeds 
attend the Sunday school held in 
the afternoon: of the eagerness of 
some of the youths, who attend 
from a distance, to avail. them- 
selves of every opportunity of in- 
struction, Mr. Jones gives the fol- 
lowing instance: © 

After school in the evening, three 
young men came to my house, and said 
that they should like to be present at the 
catechising of the Indian school, and fa- 
mily worship on the Sunday evening, as 
they wished, to use their own expression, 
“to make the most of it, as they had to 
come the distance of ten miles.” I, of 


course, encouraged them in their resolu- | 


tion; and, at the same time, pressed up- 
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on them their obligation of being at 
home on the Monday morning, in time 
for their labour in the service of their 
employers. 

Mr. Cockran says of these chil- 
dren of European fathers by Indian 
mothers: 

The word of God flourishes most a- 
mong the half-breeds: it seems to sink 
deep into their hearts, and is become the 
rule of their lives. 

Mr. Jones draws an affecting 
picture of one of the Christian 
half breeds upon his death-bed : 

I went down the river 20 miles to visit 
a half-breed communicant, who appears 
to be near his «nd. I found his mind 
calmly stayed on the Rock of Ages, 
though, at times, he suffers from the as- 
saults of the enemy. Death would be to 
him a blessing, in every sense of the 
word: for to such a scene of misery, as 
that by which he was surrounded, I ne- 
ver before was a witness: Three men— 
three women—thirteen children—and a 
sick man—all in the same wigwam. How 
pre-eminently glorious is the salvation of 
the Bible! In the midst of this suffering 
and misery, the witness from above con- 
soles this dying Israelite with the appli- 
cation of that precious promise, “J wil 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”’ 

In the spring of 1826, the colony 
was visited with a most destruc- 
tive inundation, which swept off a 
large amount of property, many 
dwellings, seriously injured the 
churches and mission buildings, 
and deprived the mission family of 
many of their temporal comforts. 
The journal of Mr. Jones, during 
this period of calamity, is full of 
interest, and displays the patient 
resignation of a Christian to the 
will of his Lord. We regret that 
it is too long for insertion entire, 
in our paper, and we know not how 
to shorten it.—[ Church Register. 
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MISSIONARY AND GENERAL RE- 
LIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Our December number of the 
London Missionary Register, came 
to hand by one of the late arrivals, 
and, as ever, it affords us a rich 
treat of gratifying intelligence. 











In examining the transactions 
of the “Society for the advance- 
ment of Christian Knowledge,” 
and “The Church Missionary So- 
ciety,’ we think that we can per- 
ceive the clear, decided marks of 
God’s_ providential dealing in the 
removal of the lamented Bishop 
Heber. His death will be found 
to be of as much service to the 
cause of religion in the East, as 
was his zealous and exemplary 
life. Though to some this may 
appear paradoxical, yet to the 
mind of the man who loves to 
trace out the marks of God’s wis- 
dom and goodness in all his dis 
pensations, it will admit of a very 
easy and natural solution. The 
death of Bishop Heber so soon 
after that of his predecessor Mid- 
delton, has drawn an extraordinary 
attention to the subject of christi- 
anity in the East, and projects for 


the advancement of the cause of 


Christ are in operation, which 
would probably have been un- 
thought of, had not this calamity 
drawn the reflections of the pious 
more intensely to the subject. To 
illustrate this observation, we will 
observe, that in consequence of the 
death of this prelate, a special 
general meeting of the “Christian 
Knowledge Society” was called, 
at which the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury presided, and among the 
resolutions passed on that occa- 
sion, were the following:—*Re- 
solved, 

“That the society, being anxious 
to record its sense of the zeal and 
energy of this lamented prelate, is 
of opinion that the best tribute 
which it can pay to his memory, 
will be to prosecute the important 
measures which come recommend- 
ed to its adoption as his last wish- 
es. 

“That the society, having refer- 
ence to a desire strongly expressed 
by the late Bishop of Calcutta, that 
members of the Asiatic Episcopal 
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Churches, not in subordination to 
the See of Rome, should be admit- 
ted into Bishop’s College, do agree 
to place the sum of 2000/, at the 
disposal of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, for the 
foundation of two Scholarships 
for that purpose, provided they be 
forever called “Bishop Heber’s 
Scholarships.” 

“That, in deference to the further 
suggestion of Bishop Heber, the 
Madras District Committee be au- 
thorised to draw upon the Society 
for a sum not exceeding 2000/, for 
the enlargement of the church of 
Tanjore: and for building, repair- 
ing and enlarging Churches, 
Schools, and Houses for School- 
masters, Catechists, and Mission- 
aries in other parts of Southern 
India. 

“That Bishop Heber having like- 
wise strongly recommended an ex- 
tension of the Society’s Printing 
Establishment in Southern India, 
and it appearing that such a mea- 
sure may greatly conduce, as well 
tothe immediate advancement of 
Native Education as to the future 
support of Native Schools, it be 
further agreed, that a sum not ex- 
ceeding 500/. be expended out of 
the Native School Fund, in enlarg- 
ing the Society’s ancient press at 
Vepery; and that the profits be ap- 
plied, under the direction of the 
Madras District Committee, for 
the benefit of Native Schools in 
that presidency. 

“That the Society, therefore, on 
the present occasion, while it ac- 
knowledges, with the deepest gra- 
titude, the paternal care of his 
majesty’s government, as well in 
the formation of an Indian Episco- 
pate, as in ‘the selection of the 
highly-gifted persons who suc- 
cessively devoted themselves to the 
charge, feels ita paramount duty 
to repeat the earnest prayer of its 
Memorial, presented in 1812,for 
the erection of a See.at each of the 
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three Presidencies; and to declare 
its conviction, that no individual, 
however endowed with bodily and 
mental vigour, can be sufficient 
for the exertions rendered neces- 
sary by the overwhelmning mag- 
nitude of the Diocess of Calcutta.” 

Ata special and open meeting 
of the committee of the “Church 
Missionary Society,” a memorial 
was read to the same effect, viz: 
the appointment of a Bishop at 
each of the East India Presiden- 
cies—Bengal, Madras and Bom- 
bay. Two Scholarships were also 
founded in the Bishop’s College of 
Calcutta, and called the “Bishop 
Heber’s Church Missionary Scho- 
larships.” 

Thus, in consequence of the 
death of Bishop Heber, objects of | 
the utmost importance have been 
more speedily accomplished—at 
least four Scholarships have been 
established, funds appropriated for 
building Churches, &c., the native 
printing operations enlarged, and 
three Bishops probably before this 
time appointed to the ecclesiastical 
concerns of India. Thus does God 
overrule apparently afflictive e- 
vents, and from ills which we can- 
not but deplore, educe the good 
in which we cannot but rejoice. 

[ Philadelphia Recorder. 


PRAYER BOOK AND HOMILY SOCI- | 
ETY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


During the last year, 9198 Pray- 
er Books, Psalters, and copies of 
the entire Book of Homilies have 
been issued by the Society: and 
72,048 Tracts, i. e. Homilies, Ar- 
ticles, and selections of Prayers 
from the Liturgy, in foreign lan 
guages. The Burial Service, prin- 
ted as a tract in two of the langua- 
ges of the continent, has been 
much admired and sought after. 





This service is frequently used at 
funerals; and copies of the tract 
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distributed afterwards are very 
thankfully received. Nor are the 
Homilies less valued. 

Prayer Book in South America. 
—In this part of their object, the 
committee had been much encou- 
raged by the following letter from 
an English clergyman now in 
South America: “The Spanish 
Prayer Books I particularly re- 
quested for gratuitous distribu- 
tion among the clergy and others, 
to whom I might wish to present 
a copy of our admirable Liturgy 
in their own tongue. Repeated 
applications for them would soon 
have exhausted my little stock; but 
as I did not like to bestow them 
all until I could obtain another 
supply, I reserved a few copies for 
particular occasions. I have been 
greatly struck, and much gratified 
with the pleasing testimonies 
which have been offered to the 
simplicity, the excellence, and the 
spirituality of our formularies, by 
different persons here; and no part 
of them appears to excite greater 
admiration than our Communien 
Service, which I confess I have al- 
ways considered as the purest form 
of devotiop that could proceed 
from an uninspired pen. Among 
the admirers of our Liturgy stands 
a dignitary of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church of considerable cele- 
brity in this country. There is 
evidently a door opening for a re- 
formation in the existing churches 
of this province; and I am of opin- 
ion that the introduction arid the 
regular performance of our own 
service will be attended with the 
most beneficial consequences; and 
I consider also, that the gradual 
supply of some useful and well 
written books upon ecclesiastical 
history, and other subjects, would 
be productive of real benefit, as I 
think they would be read with at- 
tention. I need scarcely add, that 
amongst such works, I place the 
Anglican Liturgy in the foremost 
rank,” 
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RAPID SALE OF THE SCRIPTURES 
AT GUAYAQUIL, (S. A.) 

In the journal of Mr. Thomson, 
an agent of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, is the follow- 
ing account of his success.in Guay- 
aquil, South America. We re- 
member perusing, with great plea- 
sure, capt. Basil Hall’s account of 
the interesting inhabitants of this 
place. We may hope the best for 
them, now, they have become so 


largely supplied with the word of 


God. 

‘As soon as I had reached Guay- 
aquil, I mentioned to some per- 
sons that I had a supply of New 
Testaments for sale; and, in con- 
sequence, I sold 168 copies. After 
thinking for some time on what 
would be the speediest and most 
effectual way of disposing of the 
New Testaments, it occurred to 
me that the best thing that I could 
do, would be to print an advertise- 
ment, and to give notice of the 
sale by peeite it up in the public 
places of the different towns which 
I pass through on my journey. I 
accordingly wrote out an adver- 
tisement, and got copies printed in 
the government printing office, and 
eaused some to be put up, announ- 
cing that the ‘sale would continue 
for three days only: in a few mi- 
nutes after posting them, I enjoyed 
the great satisfaction of seeing 
them produce much better effects 
than I had anticipated: at noon, 
the notices were put up; and, at 1 
o’clock, 1 had sold 15 copies; in the 
next hour, I sold 47; in the course 
of an hour and-a-half, during the 
time the store was open in the af- 
ternoon, I sold 112. Next day, I 
sold 262 copies. The day follow- 
ing, which was also one of the three 
days of sale, happened to be a fes- 
tival day: the stores, in conse- 
quence, were all shut, and public 
business suspended... Nevertheless, 
there were 11 copies sold during a 
few minutes before breakfast, when 
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the store was open for some parti- 
cular purpose. 

The whole number. disposed of 
in this place, is 615; and, for these, 
I have received 542 dollars, 2 rials. 
The greater part were sold one by 
one, at eight rials each; but some- 
times, I sold a dozen ar two toge- 
ther; and in those cases, sold them 
somewhatcheaper. If tothe num- | 
ber of copies-already mentioned, 
be added the 30 disposed of as no- 
ticed in my last, and three copies 
sold in Truxillo of those in supe- 
rior binding, the total of copies 
sold since the commencement of 
my tour, will be 648. 

P. S. Our boat did not sail yes- 
terday, and thus gave me the op- 
portunity of adding 71 tothe num- 
ber of copies iormerly mentioned 
as sold, and 71 dollars to thea- 
mount received. 

P. S. The preceding sentence 
was written this morning; since 
when, I have sold 52 additional co- 
pies, making the whole number 
disposed of in Guayaquil, 738. 


=— 
GBRMANY. 


Extracts from letters lately received from 
the Rev. B. Kurtz, now in Europe, as 
Agent of the Evangelical Lutheran 
General Synod of the United States. 

“Kre., August 7th, 1826, 

“TI should have proceeded in my 
journey towards Copenhagen be- 
fore now, but Professor Z'westen of 
this place, has concluded to write 

a book on the subject of my mission 

to this country, for the purpose of 

explaining and promoting the 
cause in which I am engaged, and 

I have been compelled to tarry lon- 

ger than I intended, in order to 

furnish him with materials. I have 
reason to believe that respectable 
contributions will be made in Kiel 
for the benefit of our Seminary, but 

I can do nothing until I have seen 

the King and obtained his royal 

permission to solicit contributions 
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after which the work will be carri- 
ed on here in my absence by my 
friends. Kiel is a neat little city, 
containing about 10,000 inhabi- 
tants, beautifully situated on the 
Baltic sea, and carrying on con- 
siderable trade with England and 
other countries. Its principal ex- 
ports are wheat, barley, kc. There 
is a university here, founded in the 
year 1665, by Duke Christian Al- 
brecht, has twenty-four professors 
with some adjuncts and other tea- 
chers, and usually from 200 to 250 
students. The library belonging 
to the university embraces 60,000 
volumes, Kiel also has an exten- 
sive botanical garden, a large col- 
lection of natural curiosities, and 
an anatomical chirurgical museum. 
One ofits ornaments is also a large 
palace, at present unoccupied, to! 
which is attached a splendid and | 
most interesting garden, which 
forms a delightful promenade, and 
a charming retreat to the citizens. | 
But Ihave not yet told you whether | 
I am pleased in Germany. I as-' 
sure you it is not a pleasant thing | 
to be sofar from home in a strange 

land and among a strange people, 

and occasionally, especially when 

alone and in a reflective mood, I 

have seasons of such depression 

and melancholy that I can only find 

relief in prayer. QO what an un- 
speakable blessing is the religion 

of Christ: it can comfort and sup- 
port us amidst all circumstances, 
and what a privilege it is to draw 
near to a throne of grace in his 
name and in reliance on his merits, 

and to know that in him God is a 
prayer-hearing God! Butif Lhave 
my gloomy seasons, I am also fa- 
vored with many delightful enjoy- 
ments. The reception I have met 
with in Germany has been thus 
far, polite, friendly and highly gra- 
tifying to my feelings; and in most 
instances I have been treated in a 
truly affectionate manner. There 
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departed from the faith once deliv- 
ered to the saints; butthere are also 
many noble, pious and distinguish- 
ed divines and professors in the 
universities, who stand forth in all 
the majesty of their strength in 
defence of the truths of the gospel. 
Among these, the pastor of the 
Lutheran church in this city, viz. 
—the well known Claus Harms, 
whom I see and converse with eve- 
ry day, deserves a conspicuous 
place. I have heard him preach 
twice, and I must say he is one of 
the most remarkable men, I have 
yet met within my journey. Per- 
fectly orthodox—deeply spiritual 
—of ardent feelings, extraordinary 
zeal, and distinguished talents, he 
preaches as if he were full of the 
Holy Ghost, paying no regard to 
the great or the rich, telling every 
class of people their follies and vi- 
ces, and sending home to the hearts 
of his hearers the doctrines of 
Christ in a manner that is alto- 
gether peculiar to himself. Dr. Gi- 
bel,* a Reformed minister in Lu- 
beck is also a distinguished man. 
He is particularly remarkable for 
the firmness and sonorousness of 
his voice, and the judgment, the 
facility and energy with which 
he modulates it. Sometimes he 
speaks as in the voice of thunder, 
and conscious of his own strength, 
he waxes more and more power- 
ful, until the very church seems to 
tremble under his mighty voice. 
and then again he gradually softens 
down into a strain of tenderness 
and affection, which reaches the in- 
|most feelings of the heart, and 
makes the most delicate cords of 
sensibility vibrate. Claus Harms 
has a singing tone, which in any 
other person would be disagreea- 
ble: but in him, it is musical, plea- 
sant to the ear, and agreeable to the 
feelings. His eyes flash like light- 


*This gentleman has a library contain 





are, in this country those who have 


ing 20,000 volumes 
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ning, his countenance changes 
from time to time, and is very signi- 
ficant, his gestures have an appear- 
ance of carelessness and thought- 
lessness, and yet they give a tre- 
mendous energy to his words: add 
to this, the fire with which he 
delivers or rather sings his ser- 
mons, the awfulness of the doc- 
trines which he inculcates, the pe- 
culiar energy of his phraseology, 
the utter regardlessness of conse- 
quences with which he hurls forth 
the truths of the gospel, and casts 
the sins of his people into their 
very teeth, as it were—the appa-} 
rent contradiction of the positions 
which he often assumes, the frequent 
paradoxes in which he indulges, 
and afterwards reconciles and exhi- 
bits in such beautiful harmony, and 
then makes the whole bear with 
irresistable force upon the minds 
and feelings of his auditors. Both 
the above men are genuine Chris- 
tians, accomplished scholars, dis- 


tinguished authors, and popular 
preachers.—[ Luth. Intel. 


GERMAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


In the article headed “Russia,” 
which we published a few weeks 
since, it was stated that several 
evangelical missionaries were em. 
ployed in the southern provinces 
of that empire. We find in a 
foreign journal, a detailed account 
of the proceedings and designs of 
the German Missionary Society 
relative to that region, a short ab- 
stract of which cannot fail to be 
acceptable to our readers. 

The labours of the society are 
directed to a mission to the Ma- 
homedans of Asia, as their grand 
object; and their present measures 
are considered as merely prepara- 
tory. Their plan is, Ist, to give 
the greatest possible extension to 
their evangelical labours among 
the German colonies of Southern 


GERMAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


ed 
Ve 


endeavours, to awaken into new 
life the ancient oriental church. 
Thus, they think, Christianity in 
its purity may best be brought in- 
to close contact with Mahomed- 
anism, and the way prepared for 
the overthrow of that wide spread 
and baneful system. 
Emigrations from Germany to 
the south of Russia have been fre- 
quent for the last twenty-five years, 
and German colonies are now 
found from Odessa, which borders 
on the colonies of Bessarabia, al- 
most without interruption, entire- 
ly across the Tauridato Astrachan 
and Saratov, and along the south- 
ern coast of the Crimea. Thence 
crossing Mount Caucasus into 
Georgia, and to the borders of the 
Caspian Sea, the same chain of 
German colonies is found extend- 
ing along the frontier of Turkey 
even to the confines of Persia, ter- 
minating at length at Gandscha, 
or Elizabethpol. A single glance 
at the map will show the advan- 
tages thus afforded for Christian 
effort. These colonies are in the 
midst of a Tartar and Mahomedan 
population, and “resemble so many 
covered ways and trenches, which 
conduct to the walls of a fortress 
that has not yet been conquered 
for the kingdom of God.” Thus, 
through these mysterious emigra- 
tions, for which man could hardly 
assign a reason, God has been pre- 
paring the way for the diffusion of 
Christian truth far towards the 
centre of the Mahomedan world. 
To these colonies the society has 
sent seven missionaries. 
_ The Christians of the east are 
found scattered in Asia Minor, in 
Persia, and even to thé mouth of 
the Indus, as well as in the Ma- 
homedan countries of Syria and 
Palestine. The Armenian church 
alone numbers in the Russian pro- 
vinces, 42,000 individuals—in Tur- 
key, 1,500,000—in Persia, 70,000; 








Rassia; and 2ndly, to use their best 
Vor. VIIL.....No. 9.55 


| and Armenian merchants are found 
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travelling every where throughout 
the east. The town of Shusha, 
near the frontier of Persia, is in- 
habited principally by them; and 
here the society have laid the first 
foundation of their labours, to 
awaken the oriental churches. 
The neighbouring provinces are 
inhabited, in great part, by Arme- 
nians, who are connected by con- 
stant intercourse with their bre- 
thren of Turkey and Persia. To 
this mission, three missionaries 
have been sent—some of whom 
will remain at Shusha, and others 
make excursions, trom time to 
time, into other parts of the vast 
field before them, making use of 
all the means in their power to 
extend the knowledge of pure 
Christianity,—and to establish 
schools, and awaken the mind of 
the population. 

Should the exertions of this so- 
ciety in the German colonies, and 
among the oriental churches, prove 
successful, it will be seen at once 
that they must have a powerful 
action on Mahomedanism, in some 
of its strong holds. If the Arme- 
nians, Nestorians, Jacobites, and 
Syrians, were all such as the 
Christians of those countries once 
were, the iron yoke of the Moslem, 
under which they have groaned 
for so many ages, would soon be 
broken.—[ Vermont Chronicle. 


IRELAND. 


Extract from the Report of the Hiber- 
nian Society for establishing Schools 
and circulating the Holy Scriptures in 
Ireland. 

“The 8th of last month being 
great lady-day in harvest, a patte- 
ren, as it is termed, was held at a 
place called S—, where multitudes 
assembled from all parts of the 
country. An acquaintance of mine 
mera by a house, within a mile 

rom the wells where the patteren 
is held, heard a dialogue between 


! 


_S—. 
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the woman of the house and her 
daughter, a girl about twelve years 
old, a pupil in the female school at 
The mother was lamenting 
that she had nocloak, and was thus 








prevented from attending the pat- 
terer, and thereby to be deprived 
|of the benefit of the holy wells on 
that day. The daughter lament- 
ed, in her turn, the ignorance of the 
| mother, and an altercation ensued; 
| the mother insisting on the-virtue 
of the holy wells, and of the prayers 
said there on that day, and the 
daughter insisting that there was 
no virtue ineither of them. The 
mother became much enraged with 
her daughter; imputed her strange 
and wicked notions to the books 
she read in school; and the daugh- 
ter, in return, told the mother, that 
if she read and understood these 
books, she would never go to the 
wells during her life, from the con- 
viction that nothing could save 
but Jesus Christ; and that her 
prayers would be as acceptable at 
least, in her cabin, as before all the 
wells and holy places in the world. 
I have not had any conversation 
with this child, but I have fre- 
quently observed the great change 
in her appearance since she was 
admitted into the school, and can 
testify that it is as significant as 
| any that the Gospel ever produced 
in a Hottentot, or any of the most 
barbarous tribes.” 

“Another instance in the juve- 
nile class, which I shall mention, 
relates to a child of only seven 
years old. The school mistress, 
from whom I received the account, 
appears to be a serious woman.— 
The child was one of her pupils, 
and though so young, had commit- 
ted to memory, and could repeat 
fluently, the whole of the epistle to 
the Romans. It was taken ill some- 
time before she left home, to come 
here, and was confined to its bed. 
She frequently visited it, and, is 
ithe last conversation, inquired if 
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it was afraid to die. By no means, 
said thischild. She inquired into the 
cause of her feeling no terror in the 
prospect of death. The reply was, 
““Why should I fear? Sure Jesus 


Christ is able to raise me from the | 


dead ? 
and the life ?’’ 


“From the schools the word of ' 


God extends an enlightening and | 
purifying influence to the cottages, | 
and penetrates the strong holds of 
ignorance and superstition. The 
New Testament is the school-book 
for the children; their parents are 
pleased at hearing it read to them; 
it speaks for itself; their attention 
is engaged; they see that it is not 
that pernicious thing they were 
taught to believe it was; prejudice 
subsides, and admiration increases 
to an affectionate attachment, and | 
sincere reverence for the word of 
God; which, but for the schools, 
they probably would never have 
heard of.” 








Mrs. Marshman, wife of the 
Baptist Missionary, has for years 
kept a boarding school for young 
ladies at Serampore, which has 
yielded profits to the amount of 
$150,000, all of which has been 
paid into the Missionary fund. 


eed 


DOMESTIC. 


The Managers of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Education Society will hold their 
semi-annual meeting in Christ Church, 
Alexandria, on the last Wednesday of 
April, instant. 


DONATIONS TO THE EDUCATION 
SOCIETY. 


Alexandria, March 29, 1827 
Dear Sir: | have received the fol- 
lowing sums of money on account of the 
Education Society. 
From Philip Burwell, Esq. collec- 
tions made in Chapel, Frederick 


EDUCATION SOCIETY NOTICES—KENYON COLLEGE. 


From Rev. S. H. Tyng, contribu- 
tions of the communicants Queen 
Ann Parish, Prince George’s Co. 
Maryland, - - - 25 00 

From Mrs. Sally Slater, Prince Geor- 
ges County, Maryland, by Rev. 
S.H. Tyng, - - 5 00 





Is he not the resurrection || From Larkin Dorsey, Elk Ridge, 


Maryland, by Kev. J. T. Wheat, 3 00 
From Miss J. Lomax, by R. M. Scott, 
Esq. her annual subscription, — 5 00 
From the Female Auxiliary Society 
of Martinsburg, Virginia, to con- 
stitute Rev. J. T. Brooke a life 
member, 40 00 
From Female Mite Society of Fred- 
_ericktown, Maryland, by Rev. J. 
T. Brooke, - - - 9 
The $40 in the January No. ought to 
have been acknowledged as coming 
from the Auxiliary Society of Culpep- 
per, through Mrs. Slaughter, Treasurer. 
C. PAGE, Treasurer. 


Books presented to the Library at 
Alexandria, 
Campbell’s Theology, 1 vol. 8vo . 


| Bradley’s Sermons, 8vo 


Theological Repertory, 6 vols. 8vo 
White’s Evidence against Catholicism, 1 
vol. 12mo 

Commentary compiled from Whitley, 
Hammond, Burkett, Grotius, and oth- 
ers: Russia binding, 1 vol. folio, 


KENYON COLLEGE. 


We are gratified in again having it in 
our power to call the attention of our 
readers to this interesting subject. By 
the acknowledgments in this day’s pa~ 
per, it will be seen that Bishop Chase 
has received about $6,500, and we know 
that there is considerably more which 
has not yet been received. We are par- 
ticularly pleased in finding the names of 
the President of the United States, and 
the Secretary of State, among the do- 
nors to this institution. In a letter, 
which we have just received from Bishop 
Chase, after mentioning the names and 
the amount of donations which will be 
found on the last column of the third 
page, he writes: “Besides the above, 
Bishop Chase acknowledges the sub- 
scription of ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS, to 
be paid on condition that 9,000 dollars 
more be raised in one year, to found a 
Theological Professorship in the Ohio 
Seminary, and thatthe same be denomi- 
nated the “Mitwor ProrgessorsHiP.”— 








county, Virginia, - $57 85 
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This liberal subscription, the Bishop ob- 
serves to us, was made by a pious and 
most excellent person of the Presdyte- 
rian denomination, whose sole end is to 
provoke unto love and ta good works, 
and to manifest his good will to a work 
going on in our own country for the be- 
nefit of our common Christianity. The 
Seminary and College being under the 
direction of the Episcopal Church, this 
generous individual considers no objec- 
tion to his giving—the liturgy of which 
he approves, as presenting a bulwark 
against the prevailing errors of the day. 
Since the subscription of one thousand 
dollars, one hundred dollars has been 
added by another benevolent person. 

“Bishop Chase has alsd received from 
a lady in Philadelphia 250 dollars, to be 
applied to the board and education of a 
pupil to be hereafter named by her ac- 
cording to the proposals published in his 
“Plea for the West.” Bishop Chase 
will soon leave New-York for Boston, 
where, on account of the object he is 
promoting for Christ’s sake, he hopes to 
be kindly received. Returning thence, 
he proposes, God willing, to pass through 
Philadelphia about the 20th of April. 
He sincerely hopes that, in the mean 
time, his friends will not forget him, es- 
pecially in soliciting ‘for his college 
books and apparatus, so much wanted.” 

Since receiving the above, we have 
seen a notice of this subject in the New 
York Observer, and it is of so excellent 
and catholica character, that we shall 
insert it, although it repeats some of the 
information above given to our readers. 
The article from the Observer is as fol- 
lows: 


“We invite the attention of our 
readers to this institution, because 
of its great importance to the true 
interests of Christianity in the 
Western parts of our country.— 
That it is attached to the Episco- 
pal Church we deem no objection, 
believing as we do that the liturgy 
of that church breathes a pure spi- 
ritof evangelical piety, and that 
its articles maintain a sound faith. 

“We are rejoiced to witness the 
success of Bishop Chase. His col- 
lections now amount to rising of 
6,000 dollars; about half of the sum 
having been given by persons in 


this city and vicinity. What heigh- | 
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tens our pleasure is, that his bene- 
factors are not confined to his own 
denomination; but that many oth- 
ers, particularly of the Presbyte- 
rians, are mingling their gifts with 
the current of benevolence now 
flowing so freely and bountifully to 
the West. 

“We would particularly men- 
tion the beneficence of a gentleman 
of this denomination, who has not 
only given 100 dollars towards the 
erection of the College buildings, 
but has subscribed onr rHousaNnD 
DOLLARS towards founding a pro- 
fessorship, to be called the Milnor 
Professorship, out of respect to the 
Rev. Dr. Milnor, Rector. of St. 
George’s Church in this city. To 
provoke others to good works, he 
has annexed a proviso to this do- 
nation, that the professorship be 
filled (10,000 dollars) before the 
end of one year. Most earnestly do 
we hope that others will imitate so 
good an example. One hundred 
dollars, we are informed, have al- 
ready been added. Indeed we can- 
not doubt, that there are pious 
people in our country, who, setting 
aside all sectarian feeling, will 
come forward and aid the Bishop 
in his great and good work, e- 
ven beyond his highest expecta- 
tions. He found true religion and 
benevolence in England:—in Ame- 
rica also he is not, and will not be 
disappointed. 

“That we are not mistaken in 
this sentiment, will appear from 
the following item, which we no- 
ticed in looking over the subscri- 
bers for Kenyon College, viz: “8 
from some unknown ladies, the ef- 
fect of their needles employed in the 
one great cause, that of winning 
souls.” Arrested by this expres- 
sion of pious feeling and consecra- 
ted industry, we requested to see 
the original, and have obtained 
leave to insert it here. 


“6 Right Rev. Sir—As the wie 





dow’s mite was not despised by 
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our Lord, we offer this small sum, 
to be appropriated to Kenyon Col- 
lege. As we are Presbyterians, our 
church has many claims; but hear- 
ing your statement of the situation 
of Ohio, our hearts were interest- 
ed in this most benevolent under- 
taking. We therefore send the 
enclosed, as the effect of our nee- 
dles employed in the one great 
cause, that of winning souls. May 
the Great Head of the Church send 
his Angel before you, and prepare 
the hearts of Christians to aid 
your pious design. 

“© New-York, March 7, 1827.’ 

“When such a spirit as breathes 
in the above letter, is excited in 
favour of a cause, we need not fear 
for its final success.” 


After an exhibition of such Christian 
benevolence as this, we would ask, if 





there is no rich Episcopalian, who will 
do as much for the extension of religion | 
in his own church, as has been done by | 
this generous individual of another per- 
suasion? Where is there a Christian de- 
nomination among whom there are a 
greater proportion of wealthy men? It 
will be an everlasting disgrace upon our 
church, if those who are able, let this op- 
portunity pass of founding the Professor- 
ship which has heen so nobly commen- 
ced. We will hope better things of 
those among ourselves to whom God has 
given the ability, and who are responsi- 
ble to him for the discharge of their 
Christian duty. 

We would urge this matter more par- 
ticularly, because we have just received 
intelligence from the best authority, that 
the friends of Bishop Chase in England, 
are not weary in their well doing; but 
besides their donation of 30,000 dellars 
already, are making arrangements also 
for the establishment of a Professorship. 
In consequence of all these encourage- 
ments, we have no fears for the speedy 
success of Kenyon College. The heart of 
the indefatigable Prelate who has made 
so many sacrifices for this object, must 
now indeed be made glad; and the 
friends of religion have the mast abun- 
dant reason to rejoice, and to say, “It is 
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes Philadelphia Recorder. — 





EPISCOPAL ACTS. 

Confirmation.—On the afternoon 
of the third Sunday in Lent, the 
holy and apostolic rite of Confir- 
mation was administered by the 
Right Rev. Bishop. Brownell, in 
Christ Church, Hartford, to forty- 
four persons,—nine of whom were 
members of Washington College. 

On January 2Ist, in Christ 
Church, Hartford, William Lewis 
was admitted to the holy order of 


Deacons by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 


Brownell; and has since been en- 
gaged as an assistant to the Rey, 
Mr. Judah, at Bridgeport. 

On Friday, December 8th, 1826, 
in Trinity Church, New York, 
Hiram Jelliff was admitted to the 
holy order of Deacons, by the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Hobart. 

On Sunday, the 14th of January, 
1827, in St. John’s Church, North- 
ern Liberties, Philadelphia, George 
Mintzer was admitted to the holy 
order of Deacons, by the Rt. Rev. 
Bp. Chase, of Ohio. 


ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES. 


The Rev. John S. Stone, late 
Tutor tn Geneva College, has been 
appointed assistant Minister in the 
parish of Litchfield, of which the 
Rev. Truman Marsh is Rector. 
The Rev. William C. Meade has 
been called to Trinity Church, 
Southwark, Philadelphia, and has 
accepted. The Rev. Henry J. 
Whitehouse has been settled in 
charge of Christ Church, Reading, 
Berks county, Pennsylvania. The 
Rev. Pierce Connelly has been call- 
ed to Trinity Church, Wilming- 
ton, state of Delaware, and has ac- 
cepted. The Rev. Ralph Willis- 
ton has engaged in the service of 
the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society; to labour in the 
territory of Florida. The Rev. 
William Jackson has been called te 
the rectorship of St. Paul’s Church, 








Alexandria. The Rev. Timothy 
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Clowes, D. TD. has been elected 
rector of Chester Parish, Kent 
county, Maryland. The Rev. £d- 
mund D. Griffin has been appoint- 
ed assistant to the Rev. William 
Richmond, rector of St. James’ 
Church, Hamilton Square, near 
the city of New York. 
| Episcopal Watchman. 





From the Philadelphia Recorder. 
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, DETROIT. 


This church, to which the fol- 
lowing resolution and appeal re- 
late, has been established and or- 
ganized under the auspices, and by 
the zealous exertions of the Rev. 
Ricaarp CapLx, a missionary of 
the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States. It is an object in which 
the Society takes a deep interest, 
as well from the tried, faithful and 
successful services of its mission- 
ary, as from a conviction that no 
Station presents at once stronger 
claims to the beneficence of the 
Episcopal community, on account 
of its past and present spiritual 
necessities, and a more encourag- 
ing prospect that all benefactions 
in its behalf will be subservient to 
the happiest results. The congre- 
gation there, though zealous, is 
very small, and from that circum- 
stance as well as from others pe- 
culiar to recent establishments of 
the kind in the outposts of our 
country, is unable to meet the 
whole expense of a building for 
worship,that will afford them suffi- 
cient and permanent accommoda- 
tion. Something, however, has 
been done, and there is no doubt, 
that all will be done that can rea- 
sonably be expected from the re- 
sources and exertions of those im- 
mediately imterested. But yet, 


after all, unless they receive con- 
siderable aid from their more fa- 
voured brethren, they must expe- 








rience a disappointment of their 
hopes, and be doomed long to sus- 
tain the present inconveniences and 
disadvantages under which they 
labour in regard to the want of ac- 
commodation for their increasing 
numbers. Under these circum- 
stances, the present appeal is made, 
in the hope that it will not be dis- 
regarded, and with the assurance 
that any pecuniary aid, however 
small, will be most gratefully re- 
ceived and usefully applied. 

Extract.—“*At a meeting of the 
Rector, Wardens and Vestrymen 
of St. Paul’s church at Detroit, on 
the 25th day of August, A. D. 
1826— 

‘Resolved, That Mrs. Bradish 
be authorized to solicit and receive 
donations in New York or else- 
where, to be applied and expended 
under the direction of the vestry, 
towards the building an Episcopal 
church in this city. 

“A. G. Wuiryvey, 
“Secretary Pro. Tem.” 


The attention of the Christian 
community and of the friends of 
the Episcopal churchin particular, 
is earnestly requested to the case 
of the congregation of St. Paul’s 
church, at Detroit, in Michigan. 

This congregation, but recently 
organized, is entirely destitute of a 
suitable place for the performance 
of public worship, whilst one could 
be erected sufficiently capacious 
for its present necessities at a very 
moderate expense. 

A lady, a member of the con- 
gregation, is now here soliciting 
aid for this laudable and truly 
christian object. The situation of 
the little flock, in whose behalf the 
present appeal is made, is pecu- 
liarly interesting. 

It forms, as it were, a rallying 
point in that outpost of civiliza- 
tion, for numbers of Christians, 
who, afar from the ministrations of 
the gospel, are scattered over*the 
surrounding wilderness, looking in 
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painful retrospect upon their past 
privileges. [he assistance of the 
benevolent and pious may then be 
asked with propriety to enable the 
congregation at Detroit to proceed 
in the erection of their church, 
where the divine faith of our blessed 
Redeemer may be inculcated, the 
pure doctrines of his holy religion 
taught, and the glad tidinys of sal- 
vation proclaimed. 


METHODISTS. 


An article, entitled ministerial 
studies, in the last Zion’s Herald, 
informs us, that a regular course 
of study, for candidates for the 
ministry, has been determined on 
by the Bishops of the Methodist 
Fpiscopal Church, to be pursued 
by the candidates during the four 
years of probation, previous to 
their being admitted as elders.— 
The report of the committee, ap- 
pointed to prepare a course of stu- 
dy, was as follows: 

“That the course of study be di- 
vided into four parts. The frst to 
consist of theology, and the prhiloso- 
fhy of languages, which shall be 
the subject of examination at the 
close of the first year’s probation 
of the candidate. The second to 
consist of ecclesiastical history, in- 
cluding chronology and church gov- 
ernment: and shall be the subjects 
of examination at the close of the 
second year. The third to consist 
of history, sacred and profane, and 
geography, ancient and modern, 
including chronology; and shall be 
the subjects of examination at the 
close of the third year. The fourth 
shall consist of philosophy, natural 
and moral, Jogic and rhetoric; and 
shall be the subjects of examina- 
tion at the close of the fourth 
year.” —| Christian Register. 

NEWGATE PRISON. 

A writer in the Hartford Chris- 
tian Secretary, under date of Feb. 
19th, says, “I have preached two 
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Lord’s days in succession at New- 
gate. A good degree of attention 
was manifested. Yesterday, in par- 
ticular, was a solemn day. The 
assembly was large and interested. 
Many of the prisoners were much 
affected, all were attentive. The 
guard and officers behaved with 
dignity and affection, The tear of 
sympathy fell from many an eye. 
Who could help weeping? 

Witnessing such an interest in 
hearing the word, I appointed to 
preach to them next Lord’s day in 
the morning; mentioning at the 
same time that my people had been 
supplied, and would be supplied 
by a Brother, to whom I should 
hand what the state gave me for 
preaching to them, adding that this 
was a small compensation for him, 
and proposed to take a contribu- 
ition for him of the congregation, 
‘not of the prisoners; which, when 
done—shall I say it? yes to the 
shame and condemnation of the 
privileged, and the wealthy, of the 
moralist and the Christian, these 
prisoners, confined for crimes, beg- 
ged the privilege to throw in their 
mites. Such a moving scene I ne- 
ver witnessed before. 

I do believe that this place has 
been too much, and too long neg- 
lected, by the benevolent and hu- 
mane. I mean to do something 
more than pray, and look on: If 
seconded by the State, I nfean to 
establish a Library in that dreary 
abode of misery and wretchedness 
—a Library of choice books— 
books calculated to elevate their 
minds and morals. 


WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

We are pleased at learning from 
the Treasurer of the General Mis- 
sionary Society, that the Rev. J. 
H. Hopkins, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Pittsburgh, has subscribe 
ed the very liberal sum of two hun- 
dred dollars, payable in four an- 
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_ nual instalments, to the funds of 

the society. We could wish, that 
such liberality as this, might be 
extensively imitated. It is also 
gratifying to us to add, that the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, has 
been made a patron of the society, 
by the contribution of the sum of 
fifty dollars, by afew ladies of Tri- 
nity Church, New-York. 

[Church Register. 


CITY OF NEW ORLEANS REMEM- 
BERED. 


We are happy to state that the 
Rev. Mr. Defernex, late of Geneva, 
in Europe, a gentleman of talents 
and piety, and correct principles, 
left this city for New Orleans on 
Thursday last, under the patron- 
age of the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society. Those who knew 
him best, anticipate much good 
from his labours; especially as the 
French language, which is spoken 
by so large a part of the inhabitants 
among whom he is to be located, 
is his native tongue.” 

[M. Y. Observer. 


HAPPY EFFECTS OF THE GOSPEL. 


The Rev. C. S. Robinson, missionary in 
Missouri, writes thus to the Cor. Sec. 
under date of Nov. 5, 1826/concerning 
a smalfsettlement on the Dardenne ri- 
ver in that State.—™. F. Obs. 


At the Dardenne the prospects 
are generally brightening. I have 

reached there during the summer 
one half of the time. Last month 
the sacrament of the Lord’s supper 
was administered. It was an in- 
teresting season. Five who were 
heads of families were admitted in- 
to the church on profession of their 
faith, three of whom were baptized. 
This was a solemn and affecting 
sight to such of their children as 
had arrived to manhood. Three 
others in that congregation have 
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made profession of religion the last 
year, making in all eight souls. 

Some of these were from a fa- 
mily that resided in this State 
years before it was ceded to the 
American government. Not hav- 
ing been fav@red with a common 
school education before they came 
here, and there being no schools at 
that early period, the eldest chil- 
dren were not taught to read, al- 
though naturally bright and active. 
But in consequence of their becom- 
ing hopefully pious, several of them 
who are between 35 and 40 years 
old, have commenced learning, and 
appear to be exceedingly happy 
that they can now read the word of 
the living God. A few years since, 
and this whole family connection 
knew not the Sabbath but to pro- 
fane it. The voice of prayer and 
praise was not heard in their dwel- 
lings. Now, the mother, and ten of 
her children, including sons and 
daughters-in-law, are, I trust, sing- 
ing the song of redeeming love. O, 
what a change the Gospel has 
wrought in that family, and in the 
small settlement at the Dardenne! 
Could you have a view of this 
change, you would devoutly as- 
cribe all the glory to God, and be 
excited to continue to them the 
blessings of the Gospel. In afew 
years, I flatter myself they will be 
able to support preaching, if they 
can now receive a little assistance. 
Several in that settlpment are more 
than usually serious, if not inquir- 
ing, with deep earnestness, what 
must we do to be saved? O may 
they be safely conducted to the Sa- 
viour, and a shower of divine grace 
be there experienced. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have received from “A Delegate 
from Maryland,” an explanatory reply to 
“A Churchman;”’ which is excluded from 
the present number of the Repertory by 
the previous occupation of our limits. 








